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
 is the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to the Jewish leaders, who sent a delegation to question John the Baptist (Jn 1:19).  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: sent.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect,
 which emphasizes a past, completed action, and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders have produced the action in the past.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place/direction from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “to John” and referring to John the Baptist.
“You have sent to John,”
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify: testified.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action, and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the John has produced the action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “to the truth.”

“and he has testified to the truth.”
Jn 5:33 corrected translation
“You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “You have sent to John,”

a.  Jesus knows that the Jewish leaders will not understand His previous statement.  His previous statement said, “There is Another Who testifies concerning Me, and I know that the testimony is true, which He testifies about Me.”  The Jewish leaders will naturally think that this “other” person is John the Baptist.  They are wrong, but don’t know it yet.  So Jesus is going to mention the fact that John’s testimony about Jesus being the Messiah was true, but He will also go on to say that He does not accept the testimony of men about Himself.  He has Someone far greater than John the Baptist testifying about Him.

b.  Did John the Baptist give testimony about who Jesus was?  Yes, according to Jn 1:19, “Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent [to him] priests and Levites from Jerusalem, in order to ask him, ‘Who are you?’”

c.  John told the delegation from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem that he himself was not the Messiah, but that there was someone else who was, whose sandals he was not fit to untie.

d.  The Jewish leaders were searching for the Messiah, because they knew it was the exact time he was suppose to come according to Daniel’s chronology about future events.  So they suspected that John might be the Messiah.  John flat denied that he was the Messiah and instead pointed his disciples to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

2.  “and he has testified to the truth.”

a.  Jesus goes on to say that John’s testimony about Jesus was the truth.  Jesus is the One who takes away the sin of the world.  Jesus is the One whose sandals John was not fit to untie.

b.  John did testify to who Jesus was—the Son of God and the Son of Man.  John was the herald of the King.  His mission was to announce that Jesus was the Messiah, and that is exactly what He did.


(1)  Jn 1:7, “He came as a testimony, to testify about the Light, in order that all might believe through him.”


(2)  Jn 1:31-34, “Indeed I did not know about Him, but in order that He might be revealed to Israel; for this reason I came baptizing with water.’  In addition John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit, descending like a dove from heaven, and He remained upon Him.  Indeed I did not know about Him, but the One having sent me to baptize with water He said to me, ‘He upon whom you might see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  Indeed I have seen and have testified that He is the Son of God.”

c.  The “truth” was and is that Jesus is the Son of God, the Son of Man, and the Messiah of Israel; He is the “Lord, Jesus, Christ;” that is, the Son of God = the Lord, the Son of Man = Jesus, and the Messiah = Christ.

d.  The perfect tense of the verb “has testified” indicates that the ministry of John is now finished, and it is likely that at this point in the narrative of John’s gospel that John has already been arrested by Herod Antipas, imprisoned, and finally beheaded.  Thus his testimony about Jesus is finished.


e.  “John’s testimony supported Jesus’ claims to be the Messiah.  Since he was generally regarded by the people as a prophet of God (Mt 21:26; Lk 20:6)—the first one in four centuries—his testimony carried considerable weight.  The authorities acknowledged John’s importance by sending a delegation to hear him.  But just like their fathers had rejected the prophets God sent to them (cf. 2 Kg 17:13–14; 2 Chr 24:19; Jer 7:25–26; 25:4; 29:19; 44:4–5), they rejected John’s witness.”


f.  “The first stories of this Gospel involved John the Baptizer, whose role was defined as that of witness and who uttered the first significant testimony concerning Jesus, ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’.  In reintroducing this witness, the opponents were reminded that they had sought out John and that he ‘testified to the truth’.  Their own investigation should have prepared them for this truth.  But although they listened to John and willingly rejoiced during his hour, his burning testimony (5:35) obviously had no lasting effect upon them.”
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