John 1:1
John 5:27


 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, which means “authority.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gave.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, which means “judgment.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, perform, manufacture, and in this context to execute.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to the time of the action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
“and He gave Him authority to execute judgment,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,”
 followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of Man.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: He is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of being the Son of Man.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because He is the Son of Man.”
Jn 5:27 corrected translation
“and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”
Explanation:
1.  “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment,”

a.  This verse is the completion of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “For just as the Father has life in Himself, so also He gave to the Son to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”  “As with the authority to give life, the Father also gave the incarnate and submissive Son the authority to execute judgment.  Christ received that authority because He is the Son of Man.  As God in human flesh, a man “who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15), Jesus is uniquely qualified to be mankind’s judge.  The phrase Son of Man, Jesus’ favorite designation of Himself, derives from Daniel’s messianic description of the Son of Man as the one who ‘was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, Dan 7:14. Since He is the God-man who entered fully into human life, experience, and temptation (Heb 2:14–18; 4:14–16), Jesus can be the ultimate judge of all mankind.”


b.  God the Father is the subject of this statement.  God the Son in His hypostatic union as the God-Man is the object.  God the Father has given God the Son the authority as the God-Man; that is, as true humanity united with eternal deity, to execute judgment on mankind.

c.  God the Son had to become true humanity to be the judge of mankind.  God the Son as the creator of all creatures has every right to judge mankind as the perfect creator of man.  But in order to stop any objection from Satan (because unbelievers are in his kingdom) or from any unbeliever that God is unfair, Jesus had to become true humanity to be our Judge.  “Jesus commonly used the title ‘Son of Man’ to refer to His mission (Jn 1:51; 3:13–14; 5:27; 6:27, 53, 62; 8:28; 9:35; 12:23, 34; 13:31).  The origin of the term is undoubtedly Dan 7:13 and reference to the heavenly being who receives the kingdoms of this world.  The term is a complex one that seems to involve several ideas: the deity of the Son (note the equation of Son of Man with Son of God in Jn 5:25, 27); the royalty of the Son in that He receives dominion, glory, and a kingdom (Dan 7:13); the humanity of the Son in that He suffers (Jn 3:14; 12:23, 34); the heavenly glory of the Son since He came down from heaven (Jn 1:51; 3:13; 6:32); and the salvation the Son came to bring (Jn 6:27, 53; 9:35).  The term, ‘the Son of Man’, then points us to Christ’s conception of Himself as of heavenly origin and as the possessor of heavenly glory.  At one and the same time it points us to His lowliness and His sufferings for men.  The two are the same.”


d.  Therefore, Jesus is giving these religious, self-righteous, unbelieving leaders of Israel fair warning that He will personally be their judge at the Last Judgment.  Jesus is basically telling them, “I will be your judge at the Last Judgment” and they hated Him for saying this.  This is one of the reasons they wanted so badly to kill Him.  They reasoned that if they could kill the judge, then he would never be able to judge them.  “In passing judgment on Jesus they were condemning their ultimate judge and thus passing judgment on themselves.  The irony of this situation comes up over and over in the story.”


e.  This statement refers back to Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”

f.  The fact that Jesus Christ is the judge of all men is also stated in Rom 2:16, “on the day in which God will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”


g.  “Having thus signaled the resurrection of the dead by reference to the call or voice, Jesus declared that God vested in him both the power of life (5:26) and the authority to render judgment (5:27).  In the ultimate sense both of these qualities are characteristics of God alone.”

2.  “because He is the Son of Man.”

a.  Jesus concludes this sentence by stating the reason why God the Father has given Him authority to execute judgment on all other men—because He is the Son of Man; that is, He is true humanity.

b.  The title “Son of God” is our Lord’s title of deity.  The title “Son of Man” is our Lord’s title of true humanity.  “It is worth noting that when speaking of resurrection (verse 25), Jesus used the title Son of God, but when speaking of judgment (verse 27) he spoke as the Son of Man.  The second title, unlike the first, has no article in the Greek and must be interpreted generally of his character as true man.  Judgment will be delivered by one who really knows humankind.”


c.  Once God the Son became a true human being, He could no longer judge men as deity alone.  Now that His deity is forever united with His true humanity, He must judge men as the God-Man.  Therefore, God the Father had to convey the authority to execute judgment on the true humanity of Christ.


d.  The Son of Man can now judge all other men in fairness and equality, because He is what they are—a true human being.



(1)  Acts 17:30-31, “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now urging men that all people everywhere change their minds, because He has fixed a day in which He intends to judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having offered proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.’”


(2)  “The persons to be judged are, (a) the whole race of Adam without a single exception (Mt 25:31–46; 1 Cor 15:51, 52; Rev 20:11–15); and (b) the fallen angels (2 Pet 2:4; Jude 1:6).”
  There is a difference between the believers and unbelievers.  All unbelievers are judged and stand in their just condemnation.  All believers are evaluated instead of being “judged” according to Rom 8:1.



(3)  “While God is judge (Ps 50:6; Eccl 12:14; Rom 2:3, 5; 6:3; Heb 12:23; Jam 4:12; 1 Pet 1:17), the Father has given authority to judge at the last day specifically to Jesus Christ, the Mediator (Jn 5:22, 27; Mt 25:31ff; Acts 10:42; Phil 2:10; 2 Tim 4:1, 8). Authority to judge the nations is part of Christ’s exaltation and is one of the crowning features of His kingship.  The Lamb is also the judge (Rev 6:16f), and this contributes to the confidence and comfort of the believer on that day (1 Jn 4:17).”



(4)  “Though most people think of God the Father as the Judge before whom all will appear, the truth is that Jesus will be that Judge.  All judgment will be executed by our Lord ‘because He is the Son of Man.’  This is the title that links Him to the earth and to His earthly mission.  Why is it necessary for the Judge to be human and to have lived on earth?  So that He may put down all excuses people might try to make.  Why must the Judge also be God?  So that His judgment will be true and just.”
  Compare the following passages: Mt 25:31ff.; Mk 14:62; Rom 10:9f.; 14:9; 2 Tim 4:1; cf. 1 Pet 4:5; Rev 11:18).”


e.  “The appointment of a Judge in our own nature is one of the most beautiful arrangements of divine wisdom in redemption.”
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