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 is the particle of affirmation AMĒN, which comes from the Hebrew verb AMEN, and means “Truly.”  It is doubled for emphasis.  Then we have the first person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is happening right now at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and refers to the Jewish leaders.  Then we have the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of communication to indicate the content of that communication, and translated “that.” This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who or he who.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action that normally or typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that anyone can produce the action.


The participle is ascriptive or substantival.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My message.”

“Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the momentary action in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that anyone can produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of sending the Son.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to the Son of God.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: has.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes produces the action of having something.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal life.”

“and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, meaning “into judgment.”  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static or aoristic present, which describes a universal fact that is true forever.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the person who believes the gospel message of Jesus producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“and does not come into judgment,”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb METABAINW, which means “to change from one state or condition to another state, pass, pass on, move ‘from death into life’ Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 3:14.”


The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect “to speak of a generic or proverbial occurrence.  The aspectual force of the perfect is usually intact, but now it has a distributive value—something that is envisioned on many occasions or for many individuals.”


The active voice the person who believes the message of Christ produces the action of passing from one state or condition to another.

The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “from death.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “into life.”
“but has passed from death into life.”
Jn 5:24 corrected translation
“Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”
Explanation:
1.  “Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message,”

a.  Just as Jesus began His message to these antagonistic, unbelieving Jews with an emphatic “Truly, truly” (verse 19), so He uses the same expression again to focus their attention on one of the most important things He will ever say to them (or anyone else).

b.  The message of the Lord Jesus Christ is the gospel; that is, God’s promise of eternal life to anyone who will believe in the person and work of the incarnate Son of God.  The message of Jesus is contained in the words of the rest of this verse.

c.  The message of Jesus is also the message of God the Father.  It is the message the Father sent the Son to present to the world.


d.  Hearing the message means believing what is said.  The word “hearing” means more than the literal act of hearing something.  The word is used figuratively for understanding and believing what is said, just as we mean the same thing, when we use a similar expression, “I see what you mean.”


e.  Therefore, Jesus is telling these unbelievers that it is absolutely critical that they believe what He is about to tell them.  The same message is true for every person who lives on earth.  It is absolutely critical that they hear; that is, believe the message; that is, the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2.  “and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life,”

a.  The One who sent Jesus is God the Father.  Believing God the Father means believing the message of the Father that is sent through His agent—His Son.

b.  The person who believes the message of the Father, which is sent by the agency of the Son, has eternal life.

c.  Eternal life is the free gift of God the Father to anyone who believes that God the Father sent God the Son and that Jesus is the Son of God.


d.  The Jewish unbelievers to whom Jesus is speaking believed in God the Father and believed that they would have eternal life because of their belief in God the Father.  They thought they already had eternal life and did not need to hear the message of God the Son.  They were not interested in what Jesus had to say about Himself and did not believe that His work would be to bear their sins and be judged for them.


e.  These unbelieving Jews rejected both the person of Jesus and His work.  They rejected His unconditional love for them.

3.  “and does not come into judgment,”

a.  This is one of the most important statements in Scripture; for it is a guarantee to the believer that they will never stand in judgment before God.  Now you should object: “What about the Judgment Seat of Christ?”  The so-called “Judgment Seat” of Christ is a misnomer; that is, something that has been misnamed or wrongly named.  The BĒMA of Christ is an evaluation throne.  The BĒMA was a raised platform with a chair or throne upon it, where the commanding general of a Roman Army evaluated the performance of his soldiers after a battle.  It is the place where rewards and decorations were given.  A better name for our Lord’s BĒMA is the “Evaluation throne” of Christ.  The believers human good or dead works are burned up at this evaluation, but the believer is not punished, condemned, or judged.  He is saved as through fire.  1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss [loss of reward], but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

b.  Believers are evaluated by God, but never judged or condemned.  Rom 8:1, “Consequently now [there is] no condemnation [judgment or punishment] to those in Christ Jesus.”  The Greek word KATAKRIMA (KRISIS is a synonym, having the same meanings
), which is used in Rom 8:1 means “punishment, condemnation, or judgment.”  It was used for the three untied functions of a judge.  The judge first passes judgment (which may be condemnation or commendation).  Then, if found guilty, the judge condemns to death.  And third, after being condemned to death, the punishment is executed.  None of this applies to the person who believes in Christ.  They are not judged; they are not condemned; and they are not punished.  “Believers shall also be judged [‘evaluated’ would have been the better word here based upon what ISBE says next], although Scripture states that they do not come into judgment, in the sense of the condemnatory judgment, for they have already passed from death to life (Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 3:14).”


c.  Believers stand before Jesus for evaluation and reward, not for judgment and punishment.  Certainly there are believers who fail in the spiritual life with the result that they receive few rewards.  But just having eternal life in a resurrection body and living in the new heavens and new earth cannot be considered the absence of rewards.  Those things in themselves are rewards for all who have believed in Christ.  Believers who have executed the spiritual life and advanced to spiritual maturity or being filled with all the fullness of God (Eph 3:19) will certainly receive eternal decorations and rewards, such as the crown of life, the crown of righteousness, and the crown of glory.

d.  The opposite status for the unbeliever is not stated here, but is clearly true from many other passages of Scripture and was certainly believed by these Jews.  The opposite status for the unbeliever is the Baptism of Fire judgment at the Second Advent of Christ and the Last Judgment or Great White Throne Judgment at the end of human history.  Jesus did not need to mention these things at this point, because He was giving them the positive message of the gospel in hopes that they would believe it.
4.  “but has passed from death into life.”

a.  The “death” mentioned here is the spiritual death of being born as a “sinner” because of the imputation of Adam’s original sin to every member of the human race.  We are all considered sinners by God, because every member of the human race would have done exactly what Adam did in the Garden of Eden, when he listened to the voice of the woman and disobeyed the known will of God—to not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

b.  Therefore, we are all born physically alive but spiritually dead.  This requires that we must pass from spiritual death to spiritual life.  That spiritual life is an eternal spiritual life, which is a free gift of God given to anyone who believes in Christ.

c.  We pass from death into life through the instantaneous regeneration performed by God the Holy Spirit the moment we believe in the person and work of Jesus.  God the Holy spirit regenerated or creates our human spirit and imputed eternal life to it, making us spiritually alive.  This regeneration takes a moment of time, a nanosecond, a split second; it is instantaneous with our faith in Christ.


(1)  1 Jn 3:14, “We know that we have changed our residence from death to life, because we love the brethren.  The one who does not love resides in the sphere of death.”



(2)  “Out of spiritual death into spiritual life and so no judgment.”


d.  The moment we believe in Christ we are given eternal life by God, and this life is in His Son.  1 Jn 5:11-13, “In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.  I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”


e.  “For the benefit of the student who does not have access to a Greek concordance, we list the passages where AIONIOS (eternal) is used in connection with the life given the believer; Mk 10:17, 30; Lk 10:25, 18:18, 30; Jn 3:15, 16, 36, 4:14, 36, 5:24, 39, 6:27, 40, 47, 54, 68, 10:28, 12:25, 50, 17:2, 3; Acts 13:46, 48; Rom 2:7, 5:21, 6:22, 23; 2 Cor 4:17, 18; 5:1; Gal 6:8; 1 Tim 1:16, 6:12; 2 Tim 2:10; Tit 1:2, 3:7; Heb 5:9, 9:12; 1 Pet 5:10; 1 Jn 1:2, 2:25, 3:15, 5:11, 13, 20; Jude 21.”


f.  “Jesus closed this section of His discourse by reaffirming His authority to give eternal life to whomever He desires.  The Lord underscored the statement’s monumental significance by introducing it with the solemn formula (truly, truly).  He identified those who receive eternal life as those who hear His word (or message) and believe the Father who sent Him.  As always in the Scriptures, divine sovereignty in salvation is not apart from human responsibility to repent [the word ‘repent’ means to change one’s mind about something] and believe the gospel.  The blessed promise to those who believe is that they do not come into judgment, but have passed out of death into life.  As Paul wrote to the Romans, ‘There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’ (Rom 8:1).  The claims of Jesus Christ confront everyone, forcing all to make a decision either for or against Him.  There is no neutral ground, for as Jesus said, ‘He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters’ (Lk 11:23).  Those who accept Him for who He is, God incarnate in human flesh, will be saved from their sins through Him (Mt 1:21; 1 Tim 1:15; Heb 7:25).  But those who believe Him to be anything other than who He truly is will one day face His judgment (Jn 3:18; 9:39; 12:47–48; 16:8–9; Acts 10:38–42; 17:31; 2 Tim 4:1).”
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