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
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The present tense is a gnomic or customary present for that which normally, typically and universally occurs.


The active voice indicates the Father produces the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “anyone” (literally the double negative in Greek has to be translated as a positive in the English.

“For not even the Father judges anyone,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KRISIS and the adjective PAS, meaning “all judgment.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action, and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have/has.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “to the Son.”

“but He has given all judgment to the Son,”
Jn 5:22 corrected translation
“For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,”
Explanation:
1.  “For not even the Father judges anyone,”

a.  Jesus gives His fourth reason for His previous statement “ the Son is not able to do anything from the source of Himself, except something He sees the Father doing.”

b.  God the Father does not judge anyone in human history, because God the Father has turned over all judgment to God the Son.

c.  God the Son is the person of the Trinity who will bear the sins of the world and be judged for those sins.  Therefore, God the Father has determined that God the Son will judge for whose sins He has been judged.


d.  Even though the judgment of God the Son has not yet taken place, it is so certain in the omniscience of God the Father that it will take place, that He has already determined that all judgment of creatures belongs to God the Son.


e.  Think not that God the Father does not judge anyone because He does not want to.  He does not do so, because God the Son deserves to do so based upon His ultimate demonstration of the unconditional love of God for all on the Cross.


f.  The Father does not judge anyone, because the Father judges through the agency of the Son.


g.  “Though the average person thinks of God (the Father) as the Judge of all people, the Lord said that all judgment has been delegated to Him (Jn 5:22, 27).  As with resurrection, judgment for all will not take place at the same time, but Christ will judge all.  Believers will be judged by Him at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor 3:11–15; 2 Cor 5:10) after the Rapture of the church.  The outcome of this judgment for all will be heaven, though with a varying number of rewards.  All will receive some praise from God (1 Cor 4:5).  Unbelievers will be judged at the Great White Throne at the conclusion of the millennial kingdom (Rev 20:11–15).  All will be rewarded for their deeds by being cast into the lake of fire.  None will be shown to be deserving of heaven.  But regardless of the time, all will be judged by our Lord.”

2.  “but He has given all judgment to the Son,”

a.  The action of God the Father gives all judgment to God the Son had to occur in eternity past, before the creation of any creature.  This has to be true because of the word “all.”  God the Father didn’t judge the angels after their fall.  God the Son did.  God the Son is the creator of all things, which includes both angels and man.  Therefore, God the Son has the right of judgment over all He has created.

b.  God the Father didn’t judge things up to some point of time and then turn over all judgment to the Son because He was tired of judging.  God the Father gave all judgment to the Son from the beginning of creature history.

c.  It really doesn’t matter whether it is God the Father or God the Son doing the judging, since they are both in total agreement at all times regarding the judgment of anyone or anything.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ is certainly the Judge at the Last Judgment, which will be the final judgment and determine the eternal existence of all angels and men.

e.  The importance of this statement by Jesus to the legalistic Jewish leaders is that He is assuming for Himself one of the prerogatives of God.  Only God had the right to judge.  Jesus is clearly asserting that He is God, since He states here that all judgment has been given to Him.  You would think that the people hearing this statement would have fallen to the ground and begged forgiveness of the One who would be their eternal judge.  But such is the nature of negative volition and antagonism toward God that it refuses to believe regardless of the proof given or the statements made by God.  “To the orthodox Jew, Jehovah God was ‘the Judge of all the earth’ (Gen 18:25); and no one dared to apply that august title to himself.  But Jesus did!  By claiming to be the Judge, He claimed to be God.”


f.  Jesus made a similar statement at the end of His ministry in Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”


g.  That Jesus will judge all creatures is stated in:



(1)  Acts 10:42, “And He ordered us to proclaim to the people and make a solemn declaration that He is the One who has been appointed by God the judge of the living and the dead.”


(2)  Acts 17:31, “because He has fixed a day in which He intends to judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having offered proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.’”


(3)  Rev 20:10-15, “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.  And then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it, from Whose presence the earth and heaven vanished.  Consequently, no inhabitable place was found for them.  And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.  And then books were opened.  And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.  And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.  And then the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead which [were] in them.  And then they were judged, each one, on the basis of their works.  And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”


(3)  The judgment of angels is mentioned in 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;” and Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”

h.  Judgment of men and angels is the prerogative of God alone.  Therefore, Jesus is making another direct statement that He is God.  The One who will judge these unbelievers who are confronting Him is telling them in no uncertain terms that He is the very person they will face and be judged by at the Last Judgment.  The sad part is that their arrogance was blind to this truth and they didn’t care what Jesus said.  They just wanted even more to kill Him.  “What Jesus said in verse 22 was an awful portent [warning] and should have given the nation’s leaders every cause for awesome concern—especially when Jesus raised the dead.  It is a sad commentary on the depravity of man’s fallen nature that after the most spectacular resurrection performed by Jesus (that of Lazarus) these leaders (representing the whole fallen human race) specifically resolved to put Jesus to death.”


i.  The basis of God’s judgment has already been stated by John in Jn 3:17-18, “For God did not send the Son into the world in order to judge the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; however, he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”

j.  “God triune, Creator and lawgiver, is also judge of all the earth.  All of God’s attributes, but especially His omniscience, power, righteousness, and holiness, are displayed in judgment.  While God is judge (Ps 50:6; Eccl 12:14; Rom 2:3, 5; 6:3; Heb 12:23; Jam 4:12; 1 Pet 1:17), the Father has given authority to judge at the last day specifically to Jesus Christ, the Mediator (Jn 5:22, 27; Mt 25:31ff; Acts 10:42; 17:31; Phil 2:10; 2 Tim 4:1, 8).  Authority to judge the nations is part of Christ’s exaltation and is one of the crowning features of His kingship.  The Lamb is also the judge, and this contributes to the confidence and comfort of the believer on that day (1 Jn 4:17).  While Jesus’ first coming was preeminently for the purpose of salvation (Jn. 3:16ff), His judging function accounts for His claim that ‘for judgment I came into this world’ (Jn 9:39).  Because the Father judges through the Son, ‘the judgment seat of God’ (Rom 14:10) and ‘the judgment seat of Christ’ (2 Cor 5:10) are interchangeable.  Angels and believers are associated with Christ in the final judgment (Mt 19:28; 25:31; 1 Cor 6:2f; Rev 20:4).  The last judgment will be absolutely universal and worldwide.  All men, women, and children will be judged; the angels, both good and fallen, and also Satan will be judged.  The (resurrected) dead and the living, the just and the unjust — all will stand before the judgment seat of Christ to give account of what they have done in life.  The books will be opened (Rev 20:12) and everyone will be judged by what he has done, including every idle word and secret thought (Eccl 12:14; Mt 12:36; Rom 2:16; 1 Cor 3:13; Rev 20:12f).  The issue of judgment is sealed at death, for everyone will be judged ‘according to what he has done in the body’ (2 Cor 5:10).  Believers shall also be judged, although Scripture states that they do not come into judgment, in the sense of the condemnatory judgment, for they have already passed from death to life (Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 3:14).  No partiality will be shown, for God is perfectly just.  What a person sows, he will also reap; God cannot be mocked (Gal. 6:7f). Believers will inherit the kingdom and enjoy the full bliss of heaven while unbelievers ‘shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and exclusion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might’ (2 Thes 1:9).  Christ’s judgment will be just.  The ultimate criterion of judgment is the revealed will of God.  Since God created man perfect, all are held responsible because of Adam’s sin (Rom 5:13ff; 1 Cor 15:21ff).  The whole world is held accountable, and all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:19–23).  Although the final judgment will take account of the degree of revelation received (Rom 2:12), acquittal comes only to those who believe in Jesus Christ. The announcement of the coming judgment is part of the gospel (Rom 2:16) and constitutes the background for the urgency of preaching and the call to faith in Jesus Christ.  The eternal destiny of the individual and the sentence in the last judgment is fixed at death and will not change during the intermediate state between death and the final judgment.  Faith in Jesus Christ brings justification now and eternal life at the last judgment.  For the unbeliever the appointed day of judgment is a day of wrath (Rom 2:5), but for believers it is the day of redemption (Eph 4:30; 1 Jn 4:17) when they shall inherit the kingdom prepared for them by Christ their king (Mt 25:34; 1 Cor 6:9f).”


k.  “Because their wills are in perfect harmony, all judgment can be given to Christ in the assurance that His judgment will be, in fact, the very same as the Father’s judgment.  Although judgment was not the primary purpose of Christ’s first coming to earth (3:17; 12:47), it remains the inescapable final result of rejecting the salvation He offers (3:18).”
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