John 1:1
John 5:21


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “just as.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise.”

The present sense is a descriptive present of what God the Father has done in the past and will do in the future.


The active voice indicates that the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, meaning “the dead.”  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ZWEOPOIEW, which means “to make alive; to give life to.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTW, meaning “so” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subjunctive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”   Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to want, wish, or will: He wishes.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which describes what happens at given intervals.


The active voice indicates that the Son produces the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb ZWIOPOIEW, which means “to give life to.”


The present tense is an iterative present which occurs as successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that the Son produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“so also the Son gives life to whom He wishes.”
Jn 5:21 corrected translation
“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life, so also the Son gives life to whom He wishes.”
Explanation:
1.  “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life,”

a.  Jesus continues His statement with another reason why “the Son is not able to do anything from the source of Himself, except something He sees the Father doing; for whatever He does, these things the Son also does in the same way.”

b.  The example Jesus uses is raising the dead and giving life.  This has both a physical reference and a spiritual reference.


(1)  God the Father certainly gives life to the dead.  He does so at the birth of every child.  He also restores to physical life those who have died, who continue to live and eventually die again.



(2)  God the Father also gives spiritual life to the spiritually dead, when they believe in the person and work of God the Son.


c.  The primary emphasis here is on the giving of physical life, which includes eternal life, because eternal life is also a physical life in a resurrection body.

2.  “so also the Son gives life to whom He wishes.”

a.  Just as the Father gives life, so also the Son gives life.

b.  Even though Jesus had not yet raised anyone from the dead, He would shortly.  “The raising of the son of the widow of Nain (Lk 7:11–17) is not far ahead, followed by the message to the Baptist which speaks of this same power (Lk 7:22=Mt 11:5), and the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mt 9:18, 22–26).  Jesus exercises this power on those ‘whom he wills’.  Christ has power to quicken both body and soul.”
  “We know, therefore, that Jesus had not yet raised anyone from the dead.  So, historically, verse 21 was an astonishing claim, for our Lord claimed in advance that He would raise the dead.  Surely, that must be the most convincing proof ever offered; who else has ever made this offer and vindicated himself with due performance?”


c.  The phrase “to whom He wishes” is very important, because it deals with the sovereign will of God.



(1)  God has the right to bring to life anyone He wishes.  He also has the right to not impute human life to the soul of any fetus that emerges from the womb.  It is His sovereign choice in every case.



(2)  God has the right to take physical life from any person whenever He wishes.  He is just, fair, right, and loving in every case in which He does.  His timing is always perfect.



(3)  God has the right to give spiritual life; that is, eternal life to whomever He wishes, and He wishes to do so to anyone who believes in the person and work of His Son.  God is not willing that any should perish, but wishes to give spiritual/eternal life only to those who believe in His Son.  God the Son has the same standard as God the Father.  God the Holy Spirit applies this standard in the case of regeneration consistently throughout human history.

d.  The phrase “to whom He wishes” cannot and must not be construed to mean that God decides to elect some men and not others based upon a capricious, impulsive, arbitrary, and whimsical function of His will.  God wishes to give spiritual/eternal life to all men, but not all men want it.  Those who don’t want it, God leaves in their just condemnation.  “What Jesus meant to express here is not, therefore, as Calvin has supposed, the idea of predestination, it is the glorious competency which it pleases God to bestow upon Jesus for the accomplishment of the common work.”


e.  God the Son does exactly the same thing that God the Father does with regard to the giving and taking of physical life and the giving of spiritual life.  God never takes away spiritual life once it is given.  This is the eternal security of the person who believes in Christ.


f.  “For Jesus to claim to have power to raise the dead was a blasphemous thing in the eyes of the Jewish leaders; they gave that power to God alone.  They said that Jehovah held the three great keys: the key to open the heavens and give rain (Dt 28:12); the key to open the womb and give conception (Gen 30:22); and the key to open the grave and raise the dead (Ezek 37:13). As far as the Gospel records are concerned, Jesus had not yet raised anyone from the dead; so to make this claim was to invite even more opposition.  Jn 5:21 certainly can mean much more than the physical raising of people from the dead, for certainly Jesus was referring to His gift of spiritual life to the spiritually dead.  He amplified this truth further as recorded in Jn 5:24–29.”


g.  “One of the prerogatives of Deity is the right over life and death.  (A king of Israel asked Naaman, “Am I God?  Can I kill and bring back to life?” [2 Kg 5:7].)  One of Jesus’ ‘greater’ works (Jn 5:20) is the giving of life.  The Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give it, just as He chose to heal one man out of a crowd of disabled people.  The giving of life includes spiritual (eternal) life and a resurrected body.  The resuscitation of Lazarus (chapter 11) would illustrate both.”


h.  “By asserting His equality with God, Jesus claimed that He had the parallel power with God to raise the dead just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life.  The Bible teaches that only God has the power to give life to the dead (Dt 32:39; 1 Sam 2:6; 2 Kg 5:7; Acts 26:8; 2 Cor 1:9; Heb 11:19), and the Old Testament records several instances where He did so (1 Kg 17:17–24; 2 Kg 4:32–37; 13:20–21).  Because His power is the same as the Father, Jesus Christ is able to raise the physically dead (Jn 11:25–44; Mt 9:18–25; Lk 7:11–15; cf. Jn 6:39–40, 44).  Moreover, He has the power to give spiritual life to the spiritually dead.  ‘Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him,’ Jesus promised, ‘shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life’ (Jn 4:14).  In John 6 He admonished His hearers, ‘Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you,’ because He is ‘the bread of God … which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world’ (Jn 6:27, 33; cf. Jn 6:35, 48, 54; Jn 1:4; 10:28; 11:25; 14:6; 17:2).  Unlike Elijah (1 Kg 17:22) and Elisha (2 Kg 4:34–35), Jesus did not merely act as God’s representative when He raised the dead, but as God Himself.  The Son Himself gives resurrection and spiritual life to whom He wishes.  As God is the source of life, so Jesus Christ is the source of life.  As God chooses when He gives life, so does the Son choose, in perfect agreement with the Father, a truth illustrated by the salvation of sinners.  All whom the Father chose before the foundation of the world to give to the Son will come to him, and He will not reject any of them (Jn 6:37).”


i.  “Among the unique characteristics of God in the Old Testament, perhaps none is more significant than God as the Life-giver.  It is God who breathed into the first human the breath of life, and that is the reason the mortal who was formed from the dirt is a ‘living being’ (Gen 2:7).   To make a person live was the prerogative of God and his special servants like Elijah (1 Kg 17:21–24).  But according to John, Jesus is not merely a servant of God who acts for God like Elijah.  Instead, the evangelist proclaims, ‘In him was life’ (Jn 1:4).  Raising a person from the dead therefore was a sign of the presence of God.  The signs in the Festival Cycle (the healing of the lame man, the feeding of the multitude, and the giving of sight to the blind man) point toward the resurrection sign of Lazarus (the last sign in the Festival Cycle).  Moreover, they all serve as an introduction to the ultimate sign of the resurrection of Jesus, which is the confirmation of his uniqueness.  Jesus was truly the agent or special representative of God on earth.  Here the mention of the Son’s life-giving power prepares the reader for the discussion of two resurrections in verses 28–29.”
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