John 1:1
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
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But; However.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  The proper noun IĒSOUS is found in p66, Codex A, D and several other texts; however, it is not found in p75, Codex , B and other texts, which suggests that it is probably a scribal addition in order to supply a subject for the verb and clarify what is being said.  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the Jewish leadership.

“But He answered them,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Father.”  Then we have the preposition HEWS plus temporal adverb ARTI, used as an adverbial genitive of time feminine singular adjective, meaning “until now.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to work; to be active; to be busy.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and is continuing right now in the present.  This use of the Greek present is usually translated by the English present perfect: “has been working.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (God the Father) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the crasis (combination) of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, producing the word KAGW, which means “and I.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, meaning “to work: I am working.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on in the ministry of Jesus.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (God the Son) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘My Father has been working until now and I am working.’”
Jn 5:17 corrected translation
“But He answered them, ‘My Father has been working until now and I am working.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But He answered them,”

a.  In contrast to the Jews persecution of Jesus, He answers them with a statement concerning His relationship to God the Father.

b.  The phrase “He answered them” helps us understand the nature of the persecution, which John mentioned in the previous verse (“ the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus”).  This persecution was verbal persecution.  Our Lord answered their verbal vilification with the answer to why He was doing what He kept doing on the Sabbath.

c.  Our Lord answered their criticism with a statement of doctrinal truth.  “The Lord’s reply to those who challenged Him for violating it implies that the Sabbath was not instituted for God’s benefit but for man’s (Mk 2:27).  In other words, the Sabbath restriction on working did not apply to God; He was not required to rest on every seventh day.  It is true that at the end of creation week, He ‘rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done’ (Gen 2:2). That, however, was not because He was tired or received some benefit, for ‘the Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired’ (Isa 40:28).  Instead, it was to set a divine example for man to rest one day out of each week (Ex 20:9–11).”

2.  “‘My Father has been working until now and I am working.’”

a.  The phrase “My Father” refers to God the Father and clearly identifies God the Father as the Father of God the Son, whom Jesus states that He is.  God the Father can be the father to none other than God the Son, His uniquely-born Son.  Jesus is clearly demonstrating His very own unique relationship to God the Father by the use of the personal pronoun “My.”

b.  Jesus justifies His doing divine good/divine works on the Sabbath because God the Father is doing divine good/divine works on the Sabbath.  God has to work on the Sabbath to sustain the universe.  He cannot take a day off from His divine plan.  God is at work every day of human history saving the soul of someone, somewhere.  God is at work every day in human history thwarting evil somewhere in some way.

c.  The statement “has been working” refers to everything God the Father has had to do since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden.  God could rest after everything was created and prepared for the resolution of the angelic conflict with the creation of man in the Garden.  It was because of the fall of man that God the Father had to continue to work in human history to resolve the angelic conflict and prove to Satan and the fallen angels that He was a God of love.


d.  God the Father has been working throughout human history demonstrating His unconditional love for His creatures.  Every healing that God performs is a demonstration of that fact.  Jesus’ healing of this life-long cripple demonstrated the unconditional love of the Son in imitation of the unconditional love of God the Father.


e.  Jesus was doing the same work that God the Father was doing—demonstrating their unconditional love toward all.  If you don’t think the demonstration of unconditional love at all times is not difficult work, then perhaps you aren’t trying hard enough.  It is one of the most difficult of all things to do.


f.  God commands us to love one another with the same unconditional love that He has for all.  Our unconditional love for others is doing the same work of divine good that God has been doing until now and which our Lord is also continuing to do.

g.  Just as our Lord joins the Father in working to demonstrate their unconditional love toward others, so also we are expected and commanded to do likewise.


h.  So why did Jesus have to keep doing these things on the Sabbath?


(1)  He kept doing good on the Sabbath to demonstrate that unconditional love applies to every day.  We don’t get a day off from doing good because it is the Sabbath.



(2)  He kept doing good on the Sabbath to illuminate the difference between the legalism of the Jewish leaders and God’s true standard of grace and love at all times.



(3)  He kept doing good on the Sabbath to bring the conflict between Himself and the antagonistic leadership of unbelieving Israel to a head.  “The battle was thus joined.  In fact, it was moved to a more intense level when Jesus called God his Father.  The Jews recognized the argument immediately and from that point pursued him not merely for Sabbath breaking but also for blasphemy (Jn 5:18).  They understood that he was not merely claiming to be a child of God in the general sense but in a very special way.  Accordingly, they charged him with ‘making himself equal with God’.”


i.  “God’s work does not cease with creation, although Judaism has to wrestle with the problem of his sabbath rest.  One solution is to see that he now works on both the ungodly and the righteous.  The general assumption is that he is active by nature (Jn 5:17).  The distinctiveness of the Bible is to show God at work in the specificity of history; that is, with a people, with individuals, and in particular events (Ex 34:10; Josh 24:31; Judg 2:7, 10).  The acts may sometimes be miracles, as at the Red Sea (Ps 66; 77:11ff.), where the forces of evil are defeated.  Even here, however, the stress is on the saving action that establishes Israel as a people, as later generations may see.  Less visible is God’s present action in judgment and mercy as the prophets perceive it.  Present events are also God’s acts (Isa 5:12; 22:11; 28:21).  Although these mean judgment for the recalcitrant, God’s proper work is salvation.  Acts 13:41 makes this point on the basis of Hab 1:5, except that now God’s work is the church’s mission rather than an ordinary historical event.  Yet Rev 15:3 shows that the NT too, finds God’s work in all events and not just in the up-building of the community.  Thus even personal events like Hosea’s marriage can be significant in God’s dealings with his people and the world.  Paul sees this in relation to his own life in Col 1:24 and 2 Cor 12:7ff.  He also integrates historical data into his eschatological understanding in 2 Thes 2:6-7.  No prophets grasp this more clearly than Isaiah and Jeremiah; cf. the proclamation of Cyrus as God’s anointed in Isa 45:1 and God’s claim to all history as the work of his hands in Isa 45:11 (also 41:4).  God’s saving work for Israel affects the nations in a missionary sense according to Isa 64:4 LXX.  In the Psalms the power of God is manifested in his historical work, as shown by the fact that it brings judgment to the wicked and mercy to the righteous (Ps 28:5; 46:8-9; 64:9, etc.).  This thought often comes to expression in expectant prayers for vindication (Ps 43:1; 86:7-8, etc.).  The NT brings the individual acts of God under the comprehensive rubric of the divine work of salvation.  In John,  the works bear witness to Jesus and the salvation that he brings (Jn 5:20, 36; 7:3, 21; 10:25; 14:10ff.; 15:24).  They do so, not just as mighty or glorious works, but as good works that display God’s working both as his work in Jesus and as the work he has entrusted to him.  The unity of God’s saving work is always in the background (Jn 9:3; 17:4).”


j.  “In short, Jesus claims the prerogative of working on the sabbath by claiming identity with God.  In a continuation of the healing episode in chapter 5, Jesus reminds the Pharisees that they permit circumcision on the sabbath and then argues that He should thus lawfully be permitted to heal the whole body (Jn 7:22f).  …Jesus observed the sabbath.  He never broke any regulations found in the Torah.  He used pharisaic methods of argument, and He agreed with the Pharisees on several points.  The final form of the conflict accounts thus presents Jesus as “lord even of the sabbath” (Mk 2:28).”


k.  “In the NT the works of God become a major topic in the Gospel of John.  In keeping with John’s consistent depiction of the Son as the one who encountered a hostile world that did not ‘receive’ him (Jn 1:10–11), the writer portrays a world that is divided between those whose ‘works are evil’ (Jn 7:7; cf. 3:19) and the One who does the works of the Father (Jn 8:41).  The Father gave Jesus this work (Jn 5:36; 17:4), and now the Father dwells in him as he performs these works (Jn 14:10).  As a result of the work of Jesus, those who believe in him will do even greater works (Jn 14:12).  This view, therefore, is fully integrated within John’s understanding of the believing community as the people who have ‘beheld his glory’ (Jn 1:14) in the works which the Son performed.  Paul refers to the drama of salvation as God’s unfinished work.  The Christian brother is the work of God: ‘Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God’ (Rom 14:20).  The spiritual and ethical transformation of the community is the work of God (Phil 1:6).  His demand to ‘work out your own salvation’ is accompanied by the assurance that ‘it is God who is at work in you’ (Phil 2:13).”


l.  “The argument from providence used by Jesus was designed to show the lawfulness of certain kinds of work on the day of rest.  The Son claimed the right to work because and as the Father worked on all days of the week.  The Father worked incessantly for beneficent, conservative ends, most holily, wisely, and powerfully preserving and governing all His creatures and all their actions, keeping the planets in their orbits, causing the sun to rise and shine, and the winds to circulate in their courses, and the tides to ebb and flow on the seventh day as on all the other six.  So Jesus Christ, the son of God, claimed the right to work, and did work—saving, restoring, healing; as far as might be bringing fallen nature back to its pristine state, when God the Creator pronounced all things good, and rested, satisfied with the world He had brought into being.  Such works of beneficence, by the doctrine of Christ, may always be done on the Sabbath-day: works of humanity, like those of the physician, or of the teacher of neglected children, or of the philanthropist going his rounds among the poor and needy, or of the Christian minister preaching the gospel of peace, and many others, of which men filled with love will readily bethink themselves, but whereof too many, in the coldness of their heart, do not so much as dream.  Against such works there is no law save that of churlish [rude], ungenial, pharisaic custom.”


m.  If Jesus is equal with God, and He is, and if Jesus is working on the Sabbath, because His Father works on the Sabbath, and He does, then if Jesus is breaking the Sabbath, so is God the Father.  Therefore, Jesus in effect accuses the Jews of declaring that God the Father breaks the Sabbath Law.  This further intensifies their anger and rage to kill Him.

� BDAG, p. 136, 423.


� BDAG, p. 389.


� See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of New Testament Greek, p. 84.


� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 185). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Borchert, G. L. (2001, c1996). Vol. 25A: John 1-11 (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (p. 236). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995, c1985). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. (p. 252). Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans.


� Bromiley, G. W. (1988; 2002). The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (4:251).  Eerdmans.


� Freedman, D. N., Myers, A. C., & Beck, A. B. (2000). Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (p. 1387). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans.


� Bruce, A. B. (1995, c1877). The Training of the Twelve or, Passages out of the Gospels, exhibiting the twelve disciples of Jesus under discipline for the apostleship (p. 94). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.


� This is the basic argument of both Godet and Lenski.





2
5

