John 1:1
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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “because of this,” but is also an idiom, meaning “for this reason.”  This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute, harass.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes a continuing, past action.


The active voice indicates that the Jews kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “the Jews.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”
“And for this reason the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: He kept on doing.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes the continuing, past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular noun SABBATON, meaning “on the Sabbath.”
“because He kept on doing these things on the Sabbath.”
Jn 5:16 corrected translation
“And for this reason the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus, because He kept on doing these things on the Sabbath.”
Explanation:
1.  “And for this reason the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus,”

a.  The previous statement by John says that “The man went away, and told the Jews that Jesus was the one who had made him healthy.”  John continues by telling us “And for this reason the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus.”  At first glance it sounds like the Jews kept persecuting Jesus because Jesus had made the man healthy.  However, that is not at all what John means.

b.  What John means is that the Jews kept on persecuting Jesus because he healed the man on the Sabbath and then told him to ignore their rabbinical law about carrying any object on the Sabbath.  The Old Testament forbid a man from carrying a “load;” that is, something heavy that would exhaust you.  The idea of carrying “a load” would not apply to something like a thin bed mat or bed roll.  What the Jews were upset about was Jesus ordering the man to do something they didn’t want him to do and the man listening to and obeying Jesus rather than themselves.

c.  The word “Jews” refers to the Jewish leadership that opposed Jesus: the Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes.  John consistently uses this term (‘the Jews’) to refer to the official opponents of Jesus.  There was a ‘one-sided’ power struggle going on here.  The Jews wanted to keep the power over the people that they had.  If one man could get by with ignoring their rules about the Sabbath, then the whole population would start doing the same thing.  Pretty soon, the Jews would lose control of the people.

d.  Therefore, the Jews were persecuting, not because a man was healthy, but because Jesus deliberately healed him on the Sabbath and told him to break their outrageous rule.  Did Jesus know what He was doing, when He healed on the Sabbath and told the man to carry his bedding away?  Of course Jesus knew it was the Sabbath, and He deliberately healed this man on the Sabbath.  Jesus was confronting the legalistic, false standards of these religious zealots and wasn’t going to back down.


e.  Jesus kept on being persecuted because He kept on disregarding the stupid, legalistic rules of the Jewish leadership.  They were not going to back down and neither was He.  He was going to do what God the Father wanted and they were going to do what they wanted.

f.  “The Jewish leaders did not prosecute the man who was healed, even though he had broken the law; but they did begin to persecute the Lord Jesus.  As the guardians of the faith, the members of the Jewish Sanhedrin (the religious ruling council) had the responsibility of investigating new preachers and teachers who appeared in the land, lest some false prophet come along and lead the people astray.  They had looked into the ministry of John the Baptist (John 1:19ff) and more recently had been scrutinizing the ministry of Jesus.  Jesus had healed a demoniac on the Sabbath (Lk 4:31–37), so the Sanhedrin was already suspicious.  In the days following the miracle recorded in John 5, Jesus would defend His disciples for picking grain on the Sabbath (Mt 12:1–8), and would heal a man’s withered hand on the Sabbath (Mt 12:9–14). He deliberately challenged the legalistic traditions of the scribes and Pharisees.  They had taken the Sabbath—God’s gift to man—and had transformed it into a prison house of regulations and restrictions.”

2.  “because He kept on doing these things on the Sabbath.”

a.  John now gives us the real reason for the persecution of Jesus by the Jewish leadership—it was because He kept doing these things on the Sabbath.  What things was He doing on the Sabbath?  Jesus was ignoring the legalistic rules and regulations established by the Jewish leadership, Pharisees and rabbis regarding all the Sabbath regulations.  Jesus did not follow all the man-made rules regarding the Sabbath.  “The Lord’s reply to those who challenged Him for violating the Sabbath implies that the Sabbath was not instituted for God’s benefit but for man’s (Mk 2:27).  In other words, the Sabbath restriction on working did not apply to God; He was not required to rest on every seventh day.”


b.  Who initially gave the commandments to Israel, which included the command “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.”?  Was it not the God of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave this commandment?  Certainly it was.  Then doesn’t He have the right to do whatever He wants, whenever He wants, and however he wants on any day He wants?  Certainly He does.


c.  The Lord of the Sabbath has a right to do whatever He wants on the Sabbath.  The Jewish leadership’s on-going persecution of Jesus was the proof of their on-going non-recognition that He was the God of Israel, their Messiah.  Every time Jesus did something on the Sabbath, the Jews criticized Him for it.  He kept on doing things on the Sabbath and they kept on persecuting Him.  Their persecution came in the form of verbal criticism and would eventuate in their seeking His life.

d.  The things Jesus did on the Sabbath were good things, divine things, and helpful things.  None of the things He did violated the spirit and intent of the Sabbath law, which He had initiated in the Sinai desert.  The people of Israel in general understood this and found nothing wrong with what He was doing.  It was only the Jewish leaders who resented Him, because they thought He was corrupting the people.


e.  The fact that Jesus kept doing these things on the Sabbath indicates that He clearly knew it was the Sabbath when He was doing them, and therefore, He was deliberately doing them on the Sabbath to make the point that He was the Lord of the Sabbath, not the Jewish leaders.


f.  Mk 3:2, “They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.”


g.  “In addition to the case of the invalid’s healing (5:1-15), John later recorded the cure of a blind man on the Sabbath (chapter 9).  The grain-picking (Mk 2:23-28), the healing of a shriveled hand (Mk 3:1-5), curing a woman who had been crippled for 18 years (Lk 13:10-17), and healing a man with dropsy (Lk 14:1-6)—all these took place on the Sabbath.  As seen in these passages, Jesus’ theology or philosophy of the Sabbath differed from that of His opponents. His opponents in the controversy were progressively humiliated while the crowds favored Him. The opponents’ response was to persecute Jesus by opposing Him and trying to kill Him (Jn 5:16, 18; 7:19, 25).”


h.  “These verses [16-18] represent the formal introduction to the controversy scenes of the Festival Cycle.  The focus is on Jesus’ identity and his relation to the Sabbath.  The man’s report to the authorities is pictured as transferring the investigation committee’s hostility from the paralytic to Jesus.  Indeed, the statement that the Sabbath issue was the reason why the Jews ‘persecuted’ Jesus is John’s way of formally defining for the first time in this severe way the authorities’ relationship to Jesus.  But the issue of the Sabbath is transposed into an even more serious charge in the discussion that follows.  That charge will become the reason for the crucifixion.  As a result, the argument that follows is strategic to Johannine theology.  D.A. Carson notes that there is an interesting pre-suppositional agreement between the rabbis and Jesus.  Both recognize the sense of God’s constant working in the world (defined by Christian theologians as the doctrine of providence).  It is assumed that God continues to work on the Sabbath or the world would collapse.  Yet the issue for the rabbis revolved around the fact that humans are not God and therefore must not try to act like God.  But here is the point the evangelist was making.  The working of Jesus is precisely the Johannine proclamation: Jesus is the Son of God and therefore the representative of God (cf. Jn 20:28).  So (a) if God can continue to work positively in creation on the Sabbath and not totally rest, and (b) if one can recognize that the works of Jesus are the works of God, then the question follows: Why are not the works of Jesus on the Sabbath legitimate?  The battle was thus joined.  In fact, it was moved to a more intense level when Jesus called God his Father (5:17).”
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