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
 is the consequential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore, Consequently, So, or Then.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: knew.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the father of the sick boy produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the father.”  This is followed by the explanatory conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  Then we have the locative of time from the feminine singular adjective EKEINOS plus the article and noun HWRA, meaning “at that hour.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the father of the sick child.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it was]” after the conjunction HOTI.  A main verb is required in this clause and EIMI must be supplied.
“Consequently the father knew that [it was] at that hour in which Jesus said to him,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your son.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live; to be well.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the son of the royal official produces the action of being healthy.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘Your son is well’;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and then.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”  We have a compound subject with a singular verb, normally indicating that “the first-named subject is the more important of the two.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the royal official produced the action of believing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “himself.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “as well as.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his household.”  Finally, we have the nominative feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “whole.”

“and then he himself believed as well as his whole household.”
Jn 4:53 corrected translation
“Consequently the father knew that [it was] at that hour in which Jesus said to him, ‘Your son is well’; and then he himself believed as well as his whole household.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently the father knew that [it was] at that hour in which Jesus said to him, ‘Your son is well’;”

a.  Having heard from his slaves/servants that it was the seventh hour when his boy recovered from the fever, the father knew immediately that it was the same that Jesus told him that his son was well.  We would say, “He put two and two together,” an English idiom, meaning that he understood the correlation between the two events.

b.  The father now had the empirical evidence that Jesus had performed a miracle—Jesus spoke and it came to pass.  Only God could do that.  The father now knew that Jesus was indeed God.

c.  The phrase “Your son is well” is an exact quote from the statement of Jesus in verse 50.  The present tense is important here, because it indicates that the boy was well the moment Jesus spoke these words.  He didn’t start to get better.  He was better.
2.  “and then he himself believed as well as his whole household.”

a.  The faith of the official now comes to completion.  He now fully believes in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ as the God-man, the Messiah.  Notice the three stages in this man’s faith: (1) he believed Jesus had the power to heal; (2) he believed what Jesus said about his son being well; (3) he believed in the person of Jesus completely.  Some people go through stages of belief as this man did.  Others do not—they hear and believe.  It is not important how a person gets to full belief in Jesus as long as they get there.  You are not less of a Christian, if you go through stages of belief, and not more of a Christian if you don’t.  “This faith is confirmed and deepened when he learns of his son’s recovery.  His faith in Jesus as one who is willing and able to heal the son of a Herodian official progressed to faith in Jesus’ bare word.  Now at the end of the story it is simply said that he believed, with no other qualifiers. This form of expression is used often in this Gospel, usually in reference to a person who has insight into Jesus’ special identity and accepts of him (for example, Jn 1:50; 20:8).  As the Samaritans had their faith confirmed and deepened, recognizing Jesus as Savior of the world, so this man has his faith confirmed by this healing.”


b.  It was not only he himself who believed in Jesus, but after he arrived at home, he told his family everything that had happened.  They believed as well.  The whole household includes these slaves/servants who came to tell him the good news.  It certainly also included his son.  You should remember that this man and his household had access to the royal family of Herod Antipas.  Therefore, all the people connected with Herod and his household probably heard the story of this man and his son as well.  We can assume that they heard the gospel many times over the next three years of the ministry of Jesus.


c.  “The NT is likewise corporate minded.  When Jesus healed the son of a royal official, not only did the official believe, but also all his household.  And when Jesus saved Zacchaeus, salvation came to his household also (Lk 19:9).  So closely are the members of a household related that Jesus observed that if its master is called Beelzebul, how much more its members (Mt 10:25).  In Acts we read that households were saved and baptized along with their heads: the household of Cornelius (10:2; 11:14), Lydia (16:15), the Philippian jailer (16:31–34), and Crispus (18:8).  Paul tells of baptizing the household of Stephanus (1 Cor 1:16; 16:15).  He prayed that God would show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus (2 Tim 1:16), and he sent his greetings to them (2 Tim 4:19).  The Christians in Caesar’s household; that is, the people in and about the emperor’s palace, sent their greetings to the church in Philippi (Phil 4:22; Rom 16).”


d.  This is “the first example of a whole family believing in Jesus like the later case of Crispus (Acts 18:8).”


e.  “The time confirmation meant that the father/official ‘realized’ or knew the healing was directly connected with Jesus.  This confirmation of the healing led the man to believe.  The mention of a multistage believing pattern on the part of the man (‘believed,’ 4:50, and then ‘believed,’ after confirmation of the time, 4:53) should not trouble western readers because the evangelist was fully aware of stages within the believing pattern of persons related to Jesus.  Many Christians have developed single-dimension theories of believing that in fact contradict growth patterns of believing in personal experience as well as biblical perspectives.  Theology must be related to actual life patterns if it is to be authentic.”


f.  “It would violate the whole argument of John to think that there was any way of becoming a follower of Jesus or a member of the Christian community apart from believing.  But in cultures not oriented to western individualism, strategic persons in a family or clan have a great deal of influence in the acceptance of religious commitments.  To live in a nonwestern society, where clan or family are decidedly significant, is an orientation many westerners do not understand.”
  This was especially true in Roman society, where whatever was believed by the “patron” or head of the family was accepted by all, including those to whom the patron loaned money or did favors.
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