John 1:1
John 4:41


 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact; Indeed; Certainly; Really, etc.”  Then we have the instrumental of measure from the neuter singular adjective POLUS plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural comparative use of the adjective POLUS, meaning “many more.”
  Literally this means “more by much.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that many more people produced the action of believing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“In fact, many more believed”
 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of His message.”  LOGOS means:


(1) “that which has been stated or said, with primary focus upon the content of the communication—‘word, saying, message, statement, question.’ ‘many more believed because of what he said’ Jn 4:41.”


(2)  “Proclamation, instruction, teaching, message Lk 4:32; 10:39; Jn 4:41; 17:20; Acts 2:41; 4:4; 10:44; 20:7; 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1.”

“because of His message;”
Jn 4:41 corrected translation
“In fact, many more believed because of His message;”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, many more believed”

a.  Many of the men of the city of Sychar believed because of the testimony of the woman who was at Jacob’s well with Jesus, but there were many more people who believed during the two days that Jesus and the disciples spent in the city.

b.  These “many more” included men, women, and children.  John’s point here is that the evangelization of the city was a great success.  Not everyone believed as is always the case, but John emphasizes the positive—those who did believe were “many.”

c.  Notice also that John mentions nothing about these new believers being baptized or being told they had to repent of their sins or change their lifestyle.  Some may have been baptized; some probably did repent of their sins and some probably were highly motivated to change their lifestyle.  But these things are not necessary for salvation.  The one thing necessary for salvation is believing the message of the gospel.

2.  “because of His message;”

a.  The message of our Lord is the message of the gospel—the good news that eternal salvation from the judgment of God because of our sins is available as a free gift to any one who believes in Christ.  God offers eternal life to anyone who will put their faith, trust, and confidence in the fact that Jesus is the Son of God and He has taken (in the case of these believers “will take”) away the sins of the world by receiving them in Himself and being judged in our place.  This is the good news of the gospel of Savior of the world, and is the message He repeated to everyone He met.

b.  Even though nothing is said by John about the function of the disciples in the evangelization of these people, it is likely they learned a great deal about how to do it and what to say by listening to and watching the Lord in action.  It is also very likely that people came to them and asked them, “What must I do to be saved?”  Whether they wanted to or not, they were going to help evangelize a lot of Samaritans, which would begin to change their attitude toward these people and have a great influence on the future actions of Peter and John described in Acts 8.

c.  It is critical to note here that John emphasizes the fact that these people believed Jesus because of His message and not because of His miracles.  He may or may not have performed any miracles (we are not told, but it is likely He would have healed the sick), but miracles are clearly not the thing that caused the people to believe.  The power of the gospel is in the promise of God itself to give eternal life to anyone who will believe.  The power of the gospel is in the convicting/convincing ministry of the Holy Spirit that the message is true, real, and genuine.


d.  “It is forthrightly asserted that many were brought to a point of believing through the woman’s testimony (literally, ‘the word of the woman’s witnessing,’ Jn 4:39).  But John also stressed the fact that their believing moved beyond depending upon the testimony from another human (e.g., the woman).  Therefore the story emphasizes a believing based upon the word of Jesus.”


e.  “The two days here in this Gospel when our Lord tarried with the Samaritans have the same meaning typically, foreshadowing the period of time when His grace goes forth to the Gentiles, as it still does.  The remainder of this chapter fully confirms this and we shall see how the recorded events show what is yet to take place in the future, when He returns and Israel is restored and blessed.  But before we do this we call attention to another fact. The Lord did not 
perform a single miracle among the Samaritans.  Not a sick one was brought to be healed [conjecture, not fact]; the Samaritan woman and the other Samaritans believed without seeing a single sign, or manifestation of His divine power [another conjecture, not fact].  It was different when the Lord sent His disciples to carry the Gospel of the Kingdom to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Then He told them, ‘Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter not.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons’ (Mt 10:7-8).  And why did the Lord give power to His disciples to perform miracles?  Because they were the heralds of the kingdom the King was offering to Israel, and that offer demanded the outward signs and miracles promised in connection with the kingdom.  But when in Samaria the Lord did not perform a single miracle, in harmony with the characteristic of this age, the age of faith and not the age of sight.  This ought to help those who have been misled by false teaching, who think that miracles, healings, certain gifts, like the gift of tongues, ought to be revived in connection with the preaching of the Gospel of Grace and the Church.”
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