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
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of dramatic effect or vividness in the narrative.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the disciples of Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Jesus said to them,”
 is the nominative subject from the first person neuter singular personal pronoun EMOS, used as an adjective with the noun BRWMA, meaning “My food.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Lord’s food produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the conjunction HINA with the subjunctive mood in the main verb, which introduces a predicate nominative clause.  Literally it means “that.”  With this we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: I might do or I should do.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is responsible for producing the action.


The subjective mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating obligation and probability.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, meaning “the will.”  Then we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular article and aorist active participle from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: sent.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “of the One who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of sending God the Son.

The participle is circumstantial.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun ME, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.

“‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to accomplish.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is responsible for producing the action.


The subjective mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating obligation and probability.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, meaning “work.”

“and accomplish His work.”
Jn 4:34 corrected translation
“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me and accomplish His work.”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus said to them, ‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me”

a.  While the disciples are wondering among themselves how it could be possible that someone else brought food to Jesus while they were gone into the city to buy food for Him, Jesus explains that the food He already has is not physical food.  The food He has is obedience to the will of God the Father.  God the Father is the One who sent God the Son to be the Savior of the world, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

b.  Doing the will of God was the most important thing in the life of Jesus.  It included all of the following and much more:


(1)  To become a true human being and live the same physical life that all other people had to live.



(2)  To live a perfect, sinless life that no one else had ever been able to live.



(3)  To suffer verbal and physical abuse without retaliation.



(4)  To demonstrate the unconditional love of God the Father for the world.



(5)  To teach people about God the Father things they did not know and could not imagine.



(6)  To receive the sins of the world in His own body and be judged by God the Father as a substitute for us.



(7)  To demonstrate the power of God in His resurrection and ascension.


c.  The very specific meal that Jesus at this point in His life was not a BLT (bacon, lettuce, and tomato) or ham sandwich, but to present the offer of eternal life to a Samaritan woman and have her believe in Him.  He was presenting the Father’s unfailing love to her in His offer of eternal life, which she accepted by believing that Jesus was the Messiah.  She demonstrated her belief by rushing off to tell others and bring them to Him as well.  This was a wonderful day indeed, because many people will enter into the kingdom of God.

d.  The spiritual food of each of us is more important than the routine and mundane things of this life.  Each of us has something that God the Father wants us to do: be it evangelizing others, praying for others, giving to others, teaching others, helping others, and many other things.  Doing the will of God the Father requires two sides of the same coin on our part: being hearers of the word of God and being doers of what we hear and learn.


e.  “The Son in John is on a mission: He does not do His own will, but that of His Father, the One who sent Him (Jn 4:34; 5:30, 38; 8:29; etc.).  Though the Son has a will of His own (Jn 17:24), He subordinates it to the Father.”


f.  Our obedience to God is our demonstration of our reciprocal love for God.  We don’t love God unless we obey God.  Our Lord’s love of God the Father was perfect, because His obedience to God the Father was perfect.  Be imitators of Christ.

g.  That the Father sent Jesus will again be mentioned by Jesus in:



(1)  Jn 5:23-24, “so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”


(2)  Jn 6:38, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”



(3)  Jn 10:36, “do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?”


h.  “This does not mean Jesus had no need of physical food, but rather that His great passion and desire was to do God’s will (cf. 5:30; 8:29).  He knows that man does not live by bread alone, but ‘by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord’ (Dt 8:3).”

2.  “and accomplish His work.”

a.  Doing the will of God the Father is accomplishing the work He has given us to do.

b.  We all have something God the Father has given us to do.  Some of us teach children; some go on the mission field; some pray for others; some help financially.  There are so many different things that we all do, and all are necessary.  God the Father asks the Holy Spirit to give us a special spiritual gift and the power to use that gift to accomplish the work of the Father.  Therefore, none of us can ever say we have nothing to do.

c.  Living the spiritual life, growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is part of the work God the Father has given to us to accomplish.  Using our spiritual gift is part of that same work.  Being ambassadors for Christ is part of that work, just as being a blessing to others is part of that work.

d.  Enduring undeserved suffering is a part of the work God has given us to accomplish.  Fighting the forces of evil in Satan’s cosmic system is part of the work God has given us.  Depending upon the grace of God is an accomplishment of His work, just as being thankful to and praising the Father is part of the work He has given us to do.


e.  Just as every facet of the life of Jesus was part of the work the Father had given to Him to accomplish, so it is with us.  Our life is a life of accomplishing the work of God the Father.


f.  We will see other statements similar to this verse in:



(1)  Jn 5:36, “But the testimony which I have is greater than [the testimony] of] John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.”



(2)  Jn 14:10, “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.”



(3)  Jn 17:4, “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.”


g.  “A matter of significant concern in the Gospel of John is the interconnection between the works of God and the works of Jesus.  Jesus’ presence in the world is the particular occasion for the works of God to be made manifest (Jn 9:3); when Jesus is no longer present, that occasion will be gone (verse 4).  Jesus’ life has no other purpose than to do the work God has given Him to do (4:34; cf. 17:4).  Because the Father works on the sabbath, Jesus works on the sabbath (5:16f; cf. Lk. 13:14–16).  A fundamental reason for this concern for the interconnection between God’s works and Jesus’ works is the idea that miraculous works should give attestation to anyone who seeks to be heard as a spokesman for God (cf. Jn. 5:36; 6:30; 7:3; 10:37f).  Jesus takes this further: the works He does should attest to the mutual indwelling of Jesus and the Father (14:10f) and to the very nature of the Father (15:24).  But this proves to be ineffective with many, those who do not believe (10:25f) and who seek to do away with Jesus (verses 32f).  There is also concern in the Gospel of John for the relationship between the works of God and the person who has been exposed to the message of Jesus.  The response that is called for by the message — that which means that a person’s works are done ‘in God’ (Jn 3:21) or that he does the works of God (6:28) — is a response of belief in Jesus (6:29).  The works of healing done through Jesus point beyond themselves; ‘greater works’ will be done, first of all, in that Jesus will give life to those who believe, (5:20f) and second, in that those who believe will themselves do even greater works than Jesus has done (14:12).”


h.  “Doing God’s will (cf. 5:30; 6:38; 8:29; Ps 40:8; Mt 26:39; Rom 15:3) by proclaiming the truth to a lost sinner gave the Lord far more satisfaction (cf. Lk 15:10; 19:10) than any physical food could provide (cf. Job 23:12).  Jesus frequently referred to the Father as the One who sent Him (5:24, 30, 36–37; 6:38–39, 44, 57; 7:16, 28, 29, 33; 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42; 9:4; 11:42; 12:44–45, 49; 13:20; 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:8, 18, 21, 23, 25; 20:21; Mt 10:40; Mk 9:37; Lk 4:18; 9:48; 10:16); His goal during His earthly ministry was to accomplish His work (cf. 5:17, 36; 9:4; 10:25, 32, 37–38; 14:10; 17:4) of salvation (6:38–40; Mt 1:21; Lk 5:31–32; 19:10; 1 Jn 4:9).  Throughout His ministry, Jesus walked in perfect intimacy with His Father.”


i.  “The Son has come to do the Father’s work (Jn 4:34; 5:36; 9:4; 10:25, 37, etc.), which work he has finished (Jn 15:24; 17:4).  This means that nothing can be added to the work he has done, since it is once and for all.  Salvation is therefore not a matter of works or merit but of grace.  But the redeemed man will work and serve and labor and thus commend himself in the Lord.  He will be fruitful in every good work (Col 1:10; cf. Gal 6:4; 2 Thes 2:17; 2 Tim 2:21; etc.).  Those who undertake special work for God are to be esteemed for their work’s sake (cf. 1 Thes 5:13; also Phil 2:29).  Yet no work for God can be done apart from the in-working of his grace (Eph 2:10; 3:20; Phil 2:13; Col 1:29, etc.).  Such is the ‘work of faith, and labor of love’ (1 Thes 1:3; cf. 2 Thes 1:11).”


j.  “This metaphor, however, conveys not only the thought that Jesus is devoted to this task with his whole soul but that doing this task, accomplishing it, is a necessity for him, something He must have, as we must have food.  Not only was there no other work possible for him here, but if this work would not have been given him to do, his very being here would not have been possible; that is, the Son would not be here incarnate in human flesh.  What Jesus says lies far above the thought that human talent and genius devote themselves to some special task with signal energy.  It also lies above a Christian's devotion to the work of his spiritual calling. God, indeed, gives us spiritual life and powers in order to serve him; but we and our service of God - at best imperfect - are not bound together so essentially as Jesus and his work; for we could separate ourselves from our work, leave it undone, do a contrary work, but Jesus never.  Thus only in a clearly modified sense could we appropriate these words of Jesus and say that our meat, too, is to do our Father's will and his work.”
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