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
 is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, which means “It is necessary” or “one must” do something.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now happening and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action of increasing in popularity and notoriety.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
  With DEI we have the present active infinitive from the verb AUXANW, which means “to grow, to increase.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now happening and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action of increasing in popularity and notoriety.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DEI, and is translated by the word “that” in the accusative-infinitive construction.

“It is necessary that He increase,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the accusative subject of the infinitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  Finally, we have the present middle/passive infinitive from the verb ELATTOW, which means “(1) to cause to be lower in status: make lower, inferior Heb 2:7, 9; (2) to be in possession of less relative to another: be worse off, be in need; (3) to become less important: diminish, become less Jn 3:30.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now happening and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle/passive voice emphasizes the subject (John the Baptist) as being intimately involved in producing the action personally and the passive aspect indicates that he will receive the diminishing of his popularity and ministry.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DEI, and is translated by the word “that” in the accusative-infinitive construction.

“but that I diminish.”
Jn 3:30 corrected translation
“It is necessary that He increase, but that I diminish.”
Explanation:
1.  “It is necessary that He increase,”

a.  The word “it” refers to the ministry, popularity, and notoriety of Jesus as the Messiah.

b.  Jesus will become more well known and popular with each miracle He performs.  And it is necessary that He perform miracles to prove He is the Messiah.

c.  Jesus will become more well known and popular with each sermon He teaches; for His words are comfort and encouragement to any soul that thirsts for the truth.


d.  Jesus will become more well known and popular with the people as He opposes the corrupt political and religious hierarchy that burdens the people with rules and regulations to heavy to carry.


e.  Everything about the life of Jesus will result in the glorification of His person and work.

2.  “but that I diminish.”

a.  The ministry of John the Baptist must diminish, just as the ministry of the herald of the King concludes once the King has arrived.

b.  As the forerunner or herald of the King, John can only do so much and then His ministry comes to an end.  The same is true for each of us.  We can only do so much, and then our work for the Lord comes to an end.  But the work of the Lord Jesus Christ never ends.

c.  John is not feeling sorry for himself or trying to get his disciples to feel sorry for him.  He is simply stating the truth of what must happen in his and his cousin’s ministries.

d.  “John’s work was over; he would decrease and Jesus would increase in importance (verse 30 can be correctly translated to say that John must make himself less important than Jesus).  If ever there was an exemplary ministry this surely was it, for this amazing man spent his first thirty years in the wilderness, emerged for a period of probably less than a year, performed the tasks God had ordained before his birth and for which he had been preparing all his life, and then, at the end of this short period, he joyfully withdrew himself, recognizing that his work was over!  That, surely, is amazing submission to God’s will.  If ever mortal man had ‘﻿the boastful pride of life’ under control, surely John had reached the zenith!  It is little wonder that Jesus would later say that John was the greatest of all men (Mt 11:11).”


e.  “Leon Morris observes, “It is not particularly easy in this world to gather followers about one for a serious purpose.  But when they are gathered it is infinitely harder to detach them and firmly insist that they go after another.  It is the measure of John’s greatness that he did just that” (The Gospel According to John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979], p. 242).”


f.  Some scholars such as A.T. Robertson, Westcott, Walvoord, Zuck, Nicoll, Whitacre Beasley-Murray and Borchert say that John’s quote ends with this statement.  Other scholars (for example Mills, MacArthur, Lenski) contend that John the Baptist’s statement continues to the end of the chapter (verse 36).  Below are the various arguments on each side of the issue.


(1)  “These are the last words that we have from John till the despondent message from the dungeon in Machaerus whether Jesus is after all the Messiah (Mt 11:2=Lk 7:19).  He went on to imprisonment, suspense, martyrdom, while Jesus grew in popular favor.”



(2)  “The final testimony of John is a brief but climactic assertion concerning his own diminution and the ascendance of Jesus.  It is in fact an affirmation of the crossing point of history because the old era of Israel’s prophetic voices was giving way to the new era of the Messiah with the proclamation of Jesus as the agent of eternal life.”



(3)  “Commentators disagree on whether John the Baptist continues to speak in these verses, or whether they are an editorial comment by the apostle John (first-century writers did not use quotation marks).  But since there is no indication in the text of a break in thought or continuity, it is best to see these verses as a continuation of John the Baptist’s words to his disciples.  In his last recorded speech in this gospel, John listed five reasons for his disciples (and, by extension, everyone) to accept the absolute supremacy of Jesus Christ.”



(4)  “The quotation marks in the text of the NIV are a modern innovation and the judgment of translators.  The original Greek manuscripts did not have any quotation marks.  As the NIV margin indicates, the closing quotation marks could be placed after verse 30 rather than at the end of verse 36.  It seems better to view this section (vv. 31-36) as the testimony of John the Evangelist [the apostle John] because the theological exposition about the Father and the Son is more a feature of Christian theology than a part of John the Baptist’s testimony.”


g.  Considering the content of what is said in verses 31-36, it appears to me that the statement of John the Baptist ends here at verse 30 and the apostle John adds his thoughts from verse 31 to the end of the chapter.  However, we should keep in mind the words of Warren Wiersbe, “Since all Scripture is inspired, it really makes little difference who said the words.”

� BDAG, p. 151.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.) (p. 313). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Mills, M. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 129). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Robertson, A. (1997). Word Pictures in the New Testament. (Jn 3:30). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.


� Borchert, G. L. (2001, c1996). Vol. 25A: John 1-11 (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (p. 192). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 129). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-c1985). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An exposition of the scriptures (2:283). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible Exposition Commentary. (Jn 3:31). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.





2
3

