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
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, perform, produce, or accomplish.”  Here the translation “to practice” as found in the NASV is not a bad translation.


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “he who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what some people do.  This could also be considered a customary present for an action that habitually or commonly occurs in the life of these people.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents what does happen as opposed to what is happening.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the person who practices the truth) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place/direction from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “to the Light” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“But he who practices the truth comes to the Light,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause, meaning “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be revealed; to become known.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the person who comes to the Light receives the action of having his deeds, actions, etc. revealed.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with the conjunction HINA.  The purpose is indicated by the auxiliary verb “may.”
This is followed by the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “works, deeds, actions.”

“in order that his deeds may be revealed”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “since or because.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere of the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in God, in association with God, under the influence of God, under the control of God, in communion with God.”
  Finally, we have a perfect periphrastic construction, which is the combination of the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” and the nominative neuter plural perfect passive participle of the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, carry out, perform.”


The present tense of EIMI and the perfect tense of ERGAZOMAI combine to produce a consummative perfect idea, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The passive voice of ERGAZOMAI dominates the construction and indicates that the works, deeds, accomplishments received the action of being done, accomplished or performed under the influence of God.


The indicative mood of EIMI dominates the construction, indicating that this is a simple fact.  The plural subject ERGON plus the neuter plural form of the participle indicates the subject “they” even though the verb EIMI is in the singular.  Remember that neuter plural subjects take the singular in the verb—a standard rule in Greek grammar.  The participle is a causal participle in conjunction with the causal use of the conjunction HOTI.

“since they have been performed under the influence of God.’”

Jn 3:21 corrected translation
“But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, in order that his deeds may be revealed, since they have been performed under the influence of God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light,”

a.  The final statement in Jesus’ dissertation to Nicodemus on the spiritual nature of salvation or being born again contrasts the unbeliever with the person who becomes a believer.  There are two ways of looking at “he who practices the truth”:



(1)  This person is an unbeliever, who is positive to the message of the gospel and believes in Christ, or



(2)  This person is already a believer, who is positive to the teaching of the word of God.  Both are true.

b.  The truth can refer to (1) the message of the gospel or (2) the teachings of the word of God.  The Light is a title for Jesus as the Messiah as we have seen from the previous context of chapter one and this chapter.

c.  Does the unbeliever practice the truth?  Yes, if they observe and obey the laws of divine establishment, such as the morality code of the Mosaic Law.  To practice something means to do it over and over again.  In this sense, the unbeliever does not practice the gospel, for we are only required to believe once in Christ.  We don’t have to practice believing in Christ in order to get better at it.  The unbeliever ‘produces’ or ‘does the truth’ by believing in Christ.

d.  Does the believer practice the truth?  Yes, absolutely he or she does.  The teachings of the word of God are nothing something you learn and do once, but something you do on a consistent basis throughout your life.  “Right action is true thought realized.”


e.  But the issue here is that the person who is positive to the gospel or the teaching of the word of God comes to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are not repelled by Him, as the negative unbeliever is, but are attracted to Him.  When Jesus says, “Come unto Me you who are thirsty…,” it is an invitation to believe in Him.  It is a gospel invitation.  And only those who do not practice worthless things come to Him, because they are not concerned about being exposed.  “There is also concern in the Gospel of John for the relationship between the works of God and the person who has been exposed to the message of Jesus.  The response that is called for by the message — that which means that a person’s works are done ‘in God’ (Jn 3:21) or that he does the works of God (6:28) — is a response of belief in Jesus (6:29).”


f.  The believer out of fellowship with God does not practice the truth, 1 Jn 1:6, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”


g.  Practicing the truth is explained perfectly by Jam 2:14-20, “What [is] the advantage, my brothers, if anyone claims to have faith [fidelity to Christian teaching], but keeps on not having actions, [accomplishments, production]?  This [non-operational] faith [fidelity to Christian teaching] is not able to deliver him, is it?  No, it isn’t.  If a brother or a sister is inherently in a state of inadequate clothing and being in need of daily food and someone from you should say to them, ‘Go in peace’, ‘Keep yourselves warm’, and ‘Keep satisfying your hunger,’ but you do not give them the things necessary for the body, what good does it do?  So also what is believed, if it does not take actions, is dead by itself.  Nevertheless someone will say, ‘You have doctrine, but I have works’.  Prove to me what you believe apart from works, and I will prove to you what I believe by means of my works.  You believe ‘God is one’.  Are you doing what is right?  The demons also believe and shudder with fear.  But are you willing to grasp the significance, O empty man, that doctrine apart from actions is unproductive?”

2.  “in order that his deeds may be revealed,”

a.  The person who practices the truth wants his deeds, actions, and production to be revealed.  They are not ashamed of what they are doing.  They are proud of their accomplishments, because their accomplishments have been performed under the influence or through the power of God. They are not proud of themselves, but honored by being able to accomplish what God wants.

b.  The person who does what God wants is not ashamed of what he does, whether it is believing in Christ or obeying God in some manner.  The person who comes to God wants his deeds revealed and is not trying to hide them like the unbeliever tries to hide his evil.

c.  The “one that comes to the light is ready to receive and entertain divine revelation as far as it appears to him to be so, whatever uneasiness it may create him.  He that does truth is willing to know the truth by himself, and to have his deeds made manifest.  A good man is much employed in trying himself, and is desirous that God would try him, Ps 26:2.  He is solicitous to know what the will of God is, and resolves to do it, though ever so contrary to his own will and interest.”


d.  Eph 2:10, “For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for intrinsically good actions which God prepared in advance, that we should walk in them.”
3.  “since they have been performed under the influence of God.’”

a.  The reason why the person who comes to God and practices the truth wants his deeds revealed is because they have been performed under the influence or control of God.  In other words, God asked that these deeds be done and then provided the motivation, opportunity, and ability to accomplish what He wanted.  God gets the glory; we get the privilege of being used in God’s plan to accomplish His will.

b.  The prepositional phrase EN THEOS means to do, accomplish, or perform something ‘in God’, ‘under the control of God’, ‘under the influence of God’, or ‘in communion with God’.  The point of this statement by Jesus is that we do nothing on our own for God.  He is with us, influencing us, motivating us, helping us, and giving us all kinds of opportunities to do what He wants, and thus, glorify Him.

c.  The deeds performed under the influence of God will be revealed at the evaluation throne of Christ for all believers of the Church Age, and at the Second Advent for all the believers of the Old Testament and Tribulation periods of human history, and at the Last Judgment for all believers of the millennial reign of Christ.



(1)  1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”



(2)  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”

d.  Nicodemus was depending on the deeds he has accomplished by himself for eternal salvation.  Jesus wants him to understand that he cannot accomplish his own salvation.  He must come to the Light and produce the truth of believing that Jesus is the Christ.

e.  “Consider the depth of verse 21: it teaches that all that leads to salvation and all subsequent righteous deeds are sourced in God.  This leaves no one any cause to boast in his salvation, for, in a desperate, lost, perishing state, all he did was believe in a work that God had already done for him.  All the child of God can ever validly do is praise His gracious, merciful, loving, heavenly Father.  If we could but absorb this concept we would dedicate our entire life to God’s glory, for we would realize that this is His purpose for us now and in all eternity.  This verse also discloses that the true concept of ‘judgment’ for the believer is actually reward and not judgment.  The believer comes before God not to be judged, but to be made manifest.  Is this not gracious?  God empowers us to do what we do, and then honors us for doing what He empowered us to do!  We have no ground to boast on this earth, we will have no ground to boast in eternity, our whole being as a regenerate person is designed to glorify Him.  All the glory for salvation and achievement must go to Him eternally.”


f. Summary:


(1)  “Jesus is like a magnet.  His people are drawn to Him and welcome His revelation.  Though the light rebukes their sin, they respond in repentance and faith. They live by the truth (cf. 2 Jn 1-2, 4; 3 Jn 1, 4).  By regeneration they live differently than their former lives of darkness.  Their new lives are by faith in Jesus and His Word.  And the Spirit, working in their lives, gives them new power, goals, and interests (2 Cor 5:17; Eph 2:10).”



(2)  “The emphasis in the Gospel is on the initial response to Jesus in Israel.  One’s response to Jesus is connected to one’s openness to God, no matter how morally pure or impure one may be.  Thus we again find the antinomies of divine sovereignty and human responsibility woven together.  This passage undermines the point of view held by many that everyone is a child of God and that all we have to do is get to work, and then we will achieve eternal life.  Instead, we learn that we lack life and do not have it within ourselves to cause our spiritual birth.  We are utterly dependent on God, whose Spirit blows where he will.  A second view is also clearly condemned, namely the self-satisfaction of religious folk who have made idols even out of the teachings in the Bible.  This is a difficult area because we are to hold fast to what God has revealed.  The point it that we must hold fast to the living God himself and realize that our understanding of him will continue to develop.  …A third lesson is at the heart of this passage—indeed, of the whole Gospel.  For here is proclaimed the incredibly good news that what we need is a birth from above by the Spirit and that it is God’s desire for us to have precisely this.  If we are to be saved God must take the initiative, and he has taken the initiative, for he has sent his Son.  In the Son we see haven opened and the heart of God, which is love, revealed.”
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