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
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “He who” or “The one who.”


The present tense is a gnomic and/or aoristic present, which presents the fact of believing as something that does happen.  This may also be considered a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  There is no thought here that a person must continue to believe throughout their lifetime in order to maintain their salvation.  That is a legalistic system of works that has no place in theology.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the state of being what he or she is.

The participle is ascriptive, emphasizing its substantival aspects.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice how John/Jesus has used EIS AUTOS and EN AUTOS (in the previous context) interchangeably.  This is followed by the absolute, strong negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to be judged.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a timeless fact.  This can also be considered a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.

The passive voice indicates that the believer never receives the action of being judged by God.  He or she is evaluated at the judgment seat or 
BĒMA of Christ, but is never judged.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“He who believes in Him is not judged;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however, but.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “He who does not believe” or “The one who.”


The present tense is a gnomic and/or aoristic present, which presents the fact of  not believing as something that does happen.  This is probably not a customary present, since God does not reasonably expect unbelief to occur.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the state of being what he or she is.


The participle is ascriptive, emphasizing its substantival aspects.
Then we have the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, which means “already; now; in fact; really.”
  With this we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to be judged.”

The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect, “to speak of a generic or proverbial occurrence.﻿  The aspectual force of the perfect is usually intact, but now it has a distributive value, something that is envisioned on many occasions or for many individuals.”
  This concept is brought out in translation by the use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever receives the action of being judged by God already.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, he who does not believe has been judged already,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  This concept is brought out in translation by the use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of not believing in the person of the Son of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “in the person.”
  With this we have the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and adjective MONOGENĒS and noun HUIOS, meaning “of the uniquely-born Son.”
  Finally, we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”

Jn 3:18 corrected translation
“He who believes in Him is not judged; however, he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who believes in Him is not judged;”

a.  Jesus continues His dissertation to Nicodemus and is still trying to evangelize him by explaining the nature of being born again.

b.  The believer is not judged by God.  The believer is not condemned by God.  The unbeliever is condemned by God at the moment of birth because of the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the physical sin nature.  The believer is evaluated by God, but never judged and condemned.  Believers are evaluated at various points in human history: the judgment seat of Christ is the judgment of all Church Age believers; the Second Advent of Christ is the judgment of all believers who lived prior to the Church Age, and the Last Judgment is the judgment of all believers who lived through the Tribulation and were born and saved during the millennial reign of Christ.

c.  The believer is punished by God, Heb 12:6, but is not judged by God.  Rom 8:1, “Consequently now [there is] no condemnation [judgment] to those in Christ Jesus.”

d.  We are all condemned by God at birth because we are born spiritually dead.  The person who believes in Christ is freed from that condemnation as a part of their salvation.  The person who continues to not believe in Christ remains in their just condemnation.


e.  For believers there is a day of judgment, which is our day of evaluation before the Evaluation Throne of Christ.  1 Jn 4:17-18, “By this [residing in His love] unconditional love has been brought to completion by us, in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as He has been [Incarnate Christ in the spiritual life], so also we are in this world.  Fear [anxiety in the day of judgment] does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.  But fully-developed [mature] unconditional love drives out this apprehension, because fear has to do with punishment, and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”


f.  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”
2.  “however, he who does not believe has been judged already,”

a.  In contrast to the believer, the unbeliever has been judged already at the point of their physical birth.  God judges each man to be spiritually dead in the likeness of Adam at his fall, because each one of us would have done exactly what Adam did had we been in the Garden of Eden in his place.

b.  Therefore, every member of the human race (except the humanity of Christ) is born in a state of condemnation from God.  God condemns us because we have the physical nature to sin and the imputation of Adam’s original sin to that physical sin nature.

c.  Therefore, God doesn’t need to judge the unbeliever because they don’t believe in Christ, but because they were born no different than Adam after his fall and never accepted God’s gracious and loving offer of eternal salvation.

d.  God determined in eternity past (long before the creation of man) that those who rejected His love would not live with Him forever.  This judgment by God set a standard for all creatures that applies to both the angels and man.

e.  The predetermined standard of God condemns no one, but each individual makes their own decision whether to accept God’s offer of salvation or not.  God has already made the judgment that those who reject the salvation He offers remain condemned.  This predestines no one to the eternal lake of fire.


f.  Jn 8:24, “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am [He], you will die in your sins.”
3.  “because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”

a.  The reason the unbeliever continues in his state of condemnation is his own refusal to believe in the person of Jesus Christ, the God-Man.  The perfect tense of the verb to believe here indicates that he “has taken a permanent attitude of refusal.”
  The word ‘uniquely-born’ emphasizes the human nature of Christ, while the title Son of God emphasizes the deity of Christ.  Notice that people reject the hypostatic union of Christ.  This is one of the main subjects of the first epistle of John, 1 Jn 2:22-23, “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This one is the antichrist—the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.  Everyone who disclaims association with the Son also does not have [fellowship with] the Father.  The one who acknowledges [professes allegiance to] the Son also has [fellowship with] the Father.”  “Those who reject the offer of Christ do so of their own free will (i.e., because they choose to, Mt 22:1-7), so that their final perishing is their own fault.”


b.  Belief in the person of the God-man is belief that God has come to earth as a man to save mankind from his state of sinfulness.  (“John speaks again and again of believing in him or of believing ‘in the name’ of Christ.  The ‘name’, for men of antiquity, was a way of summing up the whole personality.  It stood for all that the man was.  Believing on the name of Christ, then, means believing in all that he is essentially in himself.”
)  Many people believe that Jesus was the greatest of men, but not God.  Some believe that Jesus was God, but not really a man.  And many do not believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah.  This was the great problem in the nation of Israel, which left them in their just condemnation and resulted in their judgment as a nation in 70 A.D.

c.   Notice a similar statement by John in 1 Jn 5:10, “He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.”  And a similar statement by Paul in 2 Thes 2:11-12, “And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie, in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”

d.  Nicodemus was facing the issue of belief that Jesus was the Messiah, that God come to earth to live as a man and provide salvation.  He had to believe in the person of Jesus before he would ever understand the work of Jesus on the Cross.  “What makes human choice so crucial in this Gospel is the immediate nature of judgment/condemnation.  Condemnation is not left to some remote future that might lull the unbeliever into a comfortable feeling that for a while one can sit on the fence of uncommitment.  John makes it absolutely clear that condemnation has ‘already’ taken place for the unbelievers.  The idea here then is not one of a possible projected condemnation for the unbeliever but the necessity of escaping an already existing condemnation.  …Condemnation is a present reality that will be clearly evidenced in the future resurrection. The only way to overcome that condemnation is to believe in God’s Son and thereby experience the present reality of the kingdom of God (3:3, 5), that reality called eternal life.”


e.  Kenneth Wuest provides a nice summary of this verse: “In verse 18, John elaborates upon his previous words. He informs his reader that God did not send His Son to judge but to save, and that whoever accepts His Son as Savior, is not judged.  Then he takes up the case of the unbeliever, and says that that person stands judged already.  He uses the perfect tense which speaks of a past complete action having present results.  The unbeliever does not wait until a future trial to see whether he is to be judged guilty or not guilty, for John declares that he has been already judged with the present result that he is looked upon by God as under His judgment.  That is, he stands convicted of his sin of unbelief.  The sin of which he is guilty, John says, is that he has not believed in the name [person] of the only begotten [uniquely-born] Son of God, with the present result that he is in a permanent attitude of unbelief.  John again uses the perfect tense here.  This is no snap judgment on the part of the unbeliever, John says, but a deliberate and confirmed attitude towards God’s Son.  This, John says, does not merely disclose human infirmity and passion, but shows a wickedness of man which he chooses and prefers in the presence of the goodness [grace and love] of God which has been revealed in the Cross.”

4.  In reading various commentaries on this verse, I ran across a really important side note related to how some Christians think about the subject of the gospel and its relationship to salvation.  The following statement is absolutely excellent and bears our thoughtful consideration.  “There is one further view of the basis of judgment which requires comment.  This is the notion that the only basis upon which a man or woman may be exposed to the final judgment and condemnation of God is their explicit rejection of the gospel of Christ.  In support of this, scriptures such as Mk 16:15f.; Jn 3:18, 36; Rom 10:9-12; Eph 4:18; 2 Pet 2:3f.; 1 Jn4:3 are cited which represent unbelief as the ground of condemnation.  However, we note the following: (a) these passages only prove that faith in Christ is the one way of salvation, which is not the same as proving that conscious rejection of Christ is the only ground of condemnation.  No doubt unbelief is a great and serious matter and the form in which sin expresses itself when men spurn the one hope of their redemption, but it is not the only form of man’s revolt against God, and hence it is certainly not the only possible ground on which man stands condemned before God. (b)  In fact the Bible represents men as already under condemnation before the gospel is preached to them, and it is precisely this prior condemnation which represents the need of man to which the gospel comes as God’s gracious answer.  The effect of the gospel is not first to create and then to remove man’s condemnation, but to deal with the condemnation which already hangs over man’s head (cf. Rom. 1:18; 2:12; 5:16, 18; Eph. 2:4; 5:3-6; Col. 3:5f.).  (c) The view that the gospel creates the possibility of man’s condemnation as well as of his deliverance cannot but have a most debilitating effect upon evangelistic and missionary zeal, since, if it is only by rejecting the gospel men are finally condemned, and if, as statistics show, the majority of those who hear the gospel do not accept it, then on purely utilitarian grounds it is in the interests of the greatest happiness of the greatest number not to preach the gospel at all, and indeed to do all in our power to stop its being preached.  This ludicrous and patently unbiblical conclusion shows how mistaken is the original premise.


The germ of truth in this position is that increased knowledge and increased opportunity do imply increased responsibility.  Scripture certainly does recognize that men are not equal as far as their opportunity to know God is concerned, and this factor will be taken into account when God exercises his judgment (Mt 11:20-24; Rom 2:1-24; 2 Pet 2:21).  The principle of Lk 12:48, ‘to whom much is given, of him will much be required’, is applicable at this point.  Thus the general comment that those who have never heard the gospel will be judged by the light they have is correct.  However, we need to add that the light they have had has not been followed by them.  Only in Jesus Christ is there hope of salvation (Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12; Eph 2:12).”

� BDAG, p. 434 suggests the meaning “in fact” here, which is perhaps reading their theology into the statement, not wanting to believe that God has already determined that anyone who does not believe in Jesus as the Christ will not be saved.  There is nothing difficult about God setting a standard before the human race is created that the human race must adhere to for eternal salvation.  And there is nothing wrong with God predetermining the judgment of those who refuse to believe in the person and work of Jesus as the Christ.
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