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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative adverb of time OUDEPW, which means “not yet.”  Then we have the third person plural pluperfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know; to understand.”


The pluperfect tense is a simple pluperfect with a simple past force, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “the Scripture.”

“For as yet they did not understand the Scripture”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, which means “to be necessary; must.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which views the action as a universal truth and fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus had to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “from the dead.”  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up; to rise up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which looks at the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus must produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DEI.

“that He must rise up from the dead.”
Jn 20:9 corrected translation
“For as yet they did not understand the Scripture that He must rise up from the dead.”
Explanation:
1.  “For as yet they did not understand the Scripture”

a.  John adds a parenthetical explanation regarding the thought process of Peter and John at this point in the story.  John has just said that at this point “he believed.”  Believed in what?  John believed that Jesus has risen from the dead.  He didn’t believe the body of Jesus was stolen, because of the arrangement of the cloth wrappings and spices.  He wasn’t talking about believing that Jesus was the Messiah or the God of Israel or the Son of God, because he had already believed those things long ago.  The only thing left for John to believe in was the resurrection of Jesus.  And that is exactly what he believed in as he looked around in the tomb.


b.  However, what Peter and John did not understand at that moment was the relationship of the events suggested by the tomb and the statements of Scripture that predicted this would happen.  The Scriptures foretold the resurrection of Christ, but the disciples didn’t yet remember how or where that was found in their Scriptures.  They believed based upon what they saw, but not based upon what the word of God said.  John is not claiming here that they did not believe.  He is not contradicting himself.


c.  Eventually the disciples would have time to search the Scriptures and have the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to remind them of passages they had read before.  But for now they could not put any statements in the Scripture together with the events at the tomb.


d.  The Scriptures they would eventually remember or read are:



(1)  Ps 16:10, “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”



(2)  Isa 53:11-12, “As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.  Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”



(3)  Hos 6:2, “He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, that we may live before Him.”


e.  “Paul saw the Resurrection in Ps 2:7 (Acts 13:33).  Peter saw it in Ps 16:8–11 (Acts 2:23–36 and note 13:35).  Peter also referred to Ps 110:1 (Acts 2:34–35).  The statement ‘He shall prolong His days’ in Isa 53:10 is also interpreted as a prediction of Christ’s resurrection.  Jesus Himself used the Prophet Jonah to illustrate His own death, burial, and resurrection (Mt 12:38–40); and this would include the ‘three days’ part of the message.  Paul saw in the Feast of Firstfruits a picture of the Resurrection (Lev 23:9–14; 1 Cor 15:20–23), and again, this would include ‘the third day’.  Some students see the Resurrection and ‘the third day’ in Hos 6:2.”

2.  “that He must rise up from the dead.”

a.  John then tells us exactly what Scriptures they did not as yet understand—the Scriptures that talk about the Messiah needing to rise up from the dead.


b.  The Jewish theologians at that time, including the disciples, all believed that the Messiah would come and claim His kingdom without having to die or be resurrected.  They saw no need for a dead or resurrected Messiah.  They saw no need for a cross before the crown.


c.  Jesus had warned and taught the disciples that it was necessary that He must die and rise from the dead, but they didn’t understand or believe Him.



(1)  Mt 17:9, “As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, ‘Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.’”  Mk 9:9-10, “As they were coming down from the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to anyone what they had seen, until the Son of Man rose from the dead.  They seized upon that statement, discussing with one another what rising from the dead meant.”



(2)  Mt 20:19, “and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.”



(3)  Mk 8:31, “And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”



(4)  Mk 10:31, “For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.”



(5)  Mk 10:32b-34, “And again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him, saying, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles.  They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.’”



(6)  Lk 24:45-47, “Then [after His resurrection] He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disciples had not received instruction from Christ relating His resurrection to the OT Scriptures.  They had Jesus’ prediction of resurrection, but did not understand this literally (Mk 9:10).”


b.  “Jesus had repeatedly foretold His resurrection, but that was all forgotten in the great sorrow on their hearts.  Only the chief priests and Pharisees recalled the words of Jesus (Mt 27:62ff.).  Jesus had put emphasis on both the fact and the necessity of His resurrection, which the disciples slowly perceived.”


c.  “When afterwards they both left the tomb scene, this Gospel indicates that it was the other disciple who believed as a result of encountering the empty sepulcher, even though they did not yet fully comprehend the significance of what they beheld.”


d.  “Peter and John saw the evidence and believed. Later, the Holy Spirit confirmed their faith through the Old Testament Scriptures.  That evening, they would meet the Master personally!  Faith that was eclipsed has now started to dawn, and the light will get brighter.”


e.  “Here we learn the minor value of signs: they are only steppingstones to faith.  The real basis of faith is ‘the Scripture,’ the revealed and inspired Word of God.  On this basis faith is to rest.  John is here not minimizing the words of Jesus as compared with the Old Testament Scripture.  What he does imply is that as yet, not understanding the Scripture, the disciples, of course, also failed to understand the words of Jesus.  With the divine promise still dark in their minds, the words of Jesus regarding the fulfillment were necessarily also dark.  Even the appearances of Jesus to the disciples are to convince them, not be their mere reality alone, but as the fulfillment of Scripture.”
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