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

 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as happening in the present for the sake of vividness in a narrative.  It is translated as a simple past tense.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Peter) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the adjunctive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun SIMWN and PETROS, meaning “Simon Peter.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, meaning “to follow.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him.”

“Therefore Simon Peter also came, following him,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to go into; to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun MNĒMEION, meaning “into the tomb.”

“and entered into the tomb;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to see: saw.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as happening in the present for the sake of vividness in a narrative.  It is translated as a simple past tense.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun OTHONION, meaning “the cloth wrappings.”  This is followed by the accusative neuter plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KEIMAI, meaning “to lie: lying [there].”  The word ‘there’ does not occur in the Greek but is so strongly understood that the Greeks didn’t write it.


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the cloth wrappings) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and he saw the cloth wrappings lying [there],”
Jn 20:6 corrected translation
“Therefore Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he saw the cloth wrappings lying [there],”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore Simon Peter also came, following him,”

a.  As a result or consequence of Peter and John running to the tomb of Jesus and John stopping short of going inside the tomb, Peter also came to the tomb, following behind John.


b.  Most commentators credit John with simply being younger and faster than Peter, which accounts for Peter’s following John.  There is no indication here that Peter ‘hesitates’ because he still feels guilt and remorse for denying the Lord three times.


c.  The most important thing about this scene is the fact that the other nine disciples are not following also.  What were they thinking?  They may have been afraid of taking the risk of having the whole group arrested by the high priest, and therefore, thought it best that only the leaders of the group go and investigate the tomb.

2.  “and entered into the tomb;”

a.  Peter did what was Peter’s impulsive nature to do.  He charged right into the tomb without talking to John or waiting for John or worrying about John.  Peter had to see for himself first hand, if Jesus was there or any angels were there.


b.  Peter wasn’t concerned about defiling himself at a grave site or stepping on ‘holy ground’ or about why John hesitated to go in.  Peter was hoping to find evidence to help him locate the body of Jesus or the person of Jesus, if He was really raised from the dead as the angel had told the women and the women had told him.

3.  “and he saw the cloth wrappings lying [there],”

a.  After entering the tomb, Peter saw the evidence he was looking for—the cloth wrappings with which Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus had wrapped the body of Jesus were lying right where they were supposed to be.  Apparently the cloth wrappings were not untied or unwrapped, but still wound in circular fashion as they would be around the body.  The resurrection body of Jesus did not need to unwrap Himself, but merely passed through the wrappings, just as His body could pass through the stone covering the opening to the grave and through the locked door that night, when He appeared to the disciples.


b.  Another commentator mentions the fact that the myrrh and aloes mixed together and spread all over the cloth wrappings become sticky and glue-like, and then harden as they dry out, which would make it almost impossible for a person to unwrap themselves.  Jesus didn’t unwrap Himself.  His body passed through the cloth.


c.  The cloth wrappings were also absolute positive proof that no one stole the body of Jesus.  For grave robbers would not take the time to unwrap the body and leave the wrappings.  They would simply pick up the body and go.  This would certainly be true of the Jews, who would not want to be defiled by actually touching a dead body rather than the cloth wrappings.  The Roman soldiers guarding the tomb would never take the body; for that would be disobeying a direct order by Pilate to guard the tomb, which disobedience would be punishable by death.  Therefore, the cloth wrappings were proof positive to Peter that Jesus had come back to life and passed through His death clothes without unwrapping or untying Himself.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “No one had removed the grave clothes from the corpse in the usual way; it was as if the body had simply passed right out of the head cloth and shroud and left them empty!  This was such a remarkable feature that Peter called John back and pointed out to him.  All of a sudden it dawned on the younger man that no one had removed the body from that tomb. The body had simply left the tomb and left the grave clothes on its own power, passing through all those layers of cloth without unwrapping them at all!”


b.  “With his characteristic boldness, Peter did not pause at the entrance to look, but went in, and was thus able to see more clearly than John the disposition of the grave clothes.  He noticed that they were not all in a heap.”


c.  “What he saw was startling. Jesus’ body was nowhere to be seen, but the linen wrappings in which He had been buried were lying there.  Unlike Lazarus, who needed help getting out of his grave clothes after his resurrection (Jn 11:44), Jesus’ glorified resurrection body simply passed through the linen wrappings, as it would soon pass through a wall to enter a locked room (20:19, 26).”


d.  “What did John see?  The grave clothes lying on the stone shelf without any evidence of violence or crime.  But the grave clothes were empty!  They lay there like an empty cocoon, still retaining the shape of Jesus’ body.  Peter arrived and impulsively went into the tomb, just as we would expect him to do.  He also saw the linen clothes lying there empty and the cloth for the head carefully rolled and lying by itself.  Grave robbers do not carefully unwrap the corpse and then leave the grave clothes neatly behind.  In fact, with the presence of the spices in the folds of the clothes, it would be almost impossible to unwrap a corpse without damaging the wrappings.  The only way those linen clothes could be left in that condition would be if Jesus passed through them as He arose from the dead.”


e.  “Jesus’ body passed through the grave clothes.  There were no traces of haste.  The deserted tomb bore the marks of perfect calm.  The royal calmness of Jesus throughout His Passion is also hinted at here in His resurrection.”


f.  “Chrysostom [a Church father, born about 347- died 407 A.D.] saw their pertinence [the pertinence of the cloth wrappings placed as they were] to the notion of robbery of the tomb: ‘If anyone had removed the body, he would not have stripped it first, nor would he have taken the trouble to remove and roll up the napkin and put it in a place by itself’.  One may add, nor would he have left those costly cloths and spices!”


g.  “Those who think of Peter’s feeling of guilt as slowing up his speed in running to the tomb must make him forget this when he now arrives at the tomb, for he steps right in.  Nothing whatever had been done with the linen bands, they were merely lying.  We are not to imagine that they had been unwound from the body as was done with the grave bands of Lazarus when he came to life.  Neither bad they been cut or stripped off in some other way.  They lay just as they had been wound about the limbs and the body, only the body was no longer in them, and thus the wrappings lay flat. All the aromatic spices were exactly as they had been strewn between the layers of linen, and these layers, one wound over the other, were numerous, so that all those spices could be held between them.  No human being wrapped round and round with bands like this could possibly slip out of them without greatly disturbing them.  They would have to be unwound, or cut through, or cut and stripped off.  They would thus, if removed, lie strewn around in disorder or heaped in a pile, or folded up in some way.  If the body had been desecrated in the tomb by hostile hands, this kind of evidence would appear.  But hostile hands would have carried off the body as it was, wrappings and all, to get it away as soon as possible and to abuse it later and elsewhere.  But here the linen bands were.  Both their presence and their undisturbed condition spoke volumes.  Here, indeed, was a sign to behold.  It corroborated what the women had told Peter and John on the way out to the tomb: Jesus was risen from the dead!”
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