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

 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the coordinating use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but on the other hand.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which 


The passive active voice indicates that these things received the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that those readers this book might produce the action of believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, indicating John’s purpose in writing this gospel.  This is also a potential subjunctive, which indicates the volition of the person reading this being involved in believing or not believing what John witnessed.

“but on the other hand these things have been written in order that you may believe”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” plus the normative subject from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being the Christ, the Messiah.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “the Christ.”  Then we have the appositional nominative of appellation from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is a tendential present for that which is proposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the person reading this gospel will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life.”  Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the people reading this book might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and potential or contingency.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA plus the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of His person.”

“and in order that believing you may have life because of His person.”
Jn 20:31 corrected translation
“but on the other hand these things have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and in order that believing you may have life because of His person.”
Explanation:
1.  “but on the other hand these things have been written in order that you may believe”

a.  This verse is the conclusion of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, on the one hand, Jesus also performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but on the other hand these things have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and in order that believing you may have life because of His person.”

b.  On the one hand Jesus did many signs not mentioned in this book, but on the other hand the signs written about in this book have been written in order that the person reading the book may believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God and thus have eternal life.


c.  This verse is clearly John’s purpose statement for writing the book.  The purpose is that those reading it may believe in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It also indicates the close of the story John initially intended to tell.  John will add an addendum to the story, but when John began writing the gospel, this is where he thought the story would end.  The story began with one doubter becoming a believer (Nathanael -‘Is anything good able to come from Nazareth?’), and ends with another doubter (Thomas) becoming a believer.  John’s intent is for all the other doubters in the world to read or hear and become believers.

2.  “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;”

a.  This phrase indicates Who and What is the object of belief.  The “Who” that is to be believed in is Jesus of Nazareth.  The What that is to be believed is that He is the Christ, and the Son of God.


b.  For the Jew John has designed his gospel to help them believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.  For the Gentile John has designed his gospel to help them believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  John has an appropriate message for both the Jew and Gentile.  The Gentiles were not interested in who the Messiah was or what the Messiah was, but they were interested in who the Son of God was (remember Pilate’s reaction to hearing that Jesus was the ‘Son of God’).

3.  “and in order that believing you may have life because of His person.”

a.  Finally, John adds the ultimate purpose in writing his gospel—that believing in all he has written, the reader/hearer might have eternal life because of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  John certainly isn’t offering human life to the reader/hearer, since they already have that.  The great offer throughout this gospel is the offer from God of eternal life to anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Notice there is only one condition required for having eternal life and that is believing—believing that Jesus is the Son of God, sent by God the Father to be the Savior of the world, which He did on the Cross by bearing our sins in His body and being judged as a substitute for us.  The person of Christ is inseparably united with His work on the Cross.  Believing in His person is believing in His work, and believing in His work is believing in His person.  Our salvation is not about the works which we have done, but about the work that He has done for us.  Anyone who believes in the person and/or work of our Lord Jesus Christ receives the free gift of eternal life from God the Father; “furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”


d.  “Because this seems a natural conclusion to the Gospel, some scholars have concluded that the next chapter was added later, either by John himself or by another.  But there is nothing to demand such a view of the closing chapter.  It is full of suggestiveness as to how the Lord’s continuing presence and power enable the Church to fulfill its ministry in the world.”
  “This verse constitutes a fitting close for this wonderful book and John may at first have intended to stop here.  But before he published the work he added the Epilogue (Chapter 21) which is written in the same style and gives a beautiful picture of the Risen Christ with a side-light on John and Peter (restored to fellowship).”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “There are no other ways to the Father, there is no other source of real life, there is no alternative source of truth.  Jesus is the Logos incarnate. Thus He is the final revelation from God.  He is the one to whom the Father has committed the resurrection of the dead.  No one comes to the Father who does not come through Him, for He is the way.  John is certainly aware of this exclusive claim, for it repeats in different forms over and over again in the Gospel.  It is also clear that the Gospel was written for people who do not yet believe, for that is clearly stated in the author’s purpose statement.  These people are probably not Jews, for otherwise he would not have presented the Jews in such a negative light.  John’s Jesus may in fact be offensive to us, but this is part of the offense of classic Christianity.  The belief that Jesus is the way to God is also presented in Acts 2 and 3 (to Jews) and Acts 17 (to Gentiles).  The author of Hebrews does not believe that there is any salvation for those who turn back to Judaism from Jesus.  The whole New Testament teaches that Jesus is the exclusive way to God or eternal life.  The issue, then, is not whether or not we like this claim, but whether or not it is true.”


b.  “The purpose for writing this Gospel was not meant to be a mere academic exercise.  The selection was clearly made with a view to engendering a life-transforming response.  Thus the purpose can be interpreted as both evangelistic and instructional in nature.  It can be viewed as focused on both those within the community who need to have a more dynamic life of believing and on those outside the community who need to be persuaded and discover for themselves the genuineness of Christian life in Jesus.  But transformation of life for the evangelist is not based on mere acceptance of creedal formulations.  Nothing less than a dynamic believing in the person of Jesus, who is both Christ and Son of God in the highest meaning of those terms, will be adequate for John.  Moreover, nothing less than genuine believing that issues in life transformation will satisfy the evangelist’s goal for writing this Gospel.  With such an initial summation this work of John reaches its powerful conclusion. The evangelist has indeed achieved his desire of presenting a captivating picture of the divine Word become flesh (1:14) so that humanity could behold the glory of the Father’s/God’s only Son.  And from the incredible fullness of this Son we all have become the recipients of overwhelming grace.”


c.  “To expand this verse one need only to go back through the whole gospel.  This is the summary statement.  To believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and the resurrection and the life is to believe that truth that when accepted provides forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  John’s purpose is clearly evangelistic.  Again, Carson aptly unifies the thought: ‘John’s purpose is not academic.  He writes in order that men and women may believe certain propositional truth, the truth that the Christ, the Son of God, is Jesus, the Jesus whose portrait is drawn in this Gospel.  But such faith is not an end in itself.  It is directed toward the goal of personal, eschatological salvation: that by believing you may have life in his name.  That is still the purpose of this book today, and at the heart of the Christian mission.’ (John, p. 663. Italics in original.)”
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