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
 is the transitional use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Then” or “Now.”  Then we have the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA plus the article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “on the third day.”
“Then on the third day”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun GAMOS, meaning “a wedding.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, be: there was.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the action of being what it was.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KANA, meaning “in Cana.”  With this we have the partitive genitive (or geographical genitive
) from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, meaning “in Galilee” or “of Galilee.”

“there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what the state of being was in the past.


The active voice indicates that the mother of Jesus produced the state of being there.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR, meaning “the mother” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “of Jesus.”  This is followed by the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there” and referring to the wedding in Cana.

“and the mother of Jesus was there;”

Jn 2:1 corrected translation
“Then on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there;”
Explanation:
1.  “Then on the third day”

a.  John continues with the next significant event that happened after Jesus returned with his disciples to Galilee.

b.  Most commentators (A.T. Robertson, Wiersbe, Dallas Seminary faculty members, MacArthur, Mills, Carson, and others) say that this “third day” refers to the third day after the group (Jesus and His disciples) left Bethany on the Jordan River and arrived back in Galilee.  In other words, Jesus and His disciples walk from Bethany on the Jordan (which is near Jericho) 90 miles to the city of Cana, probably passing through Nazareth, where they learn of the wedding from someone and receive the invitation to attend.  The difficulty with this view is threefold.



(1)  It is an 80-85 mile walk from Bethany on the Jordan to Bethsaida (if the group went to Bethsaida first, and they still had another twenty mile walk to Cana) or a 65 mile (straight line distance) walk to Nazareth and then another 9 mile walk to Cana from Nazareth. This would take a full three days to walk, arriving late in the evening.  It is unlikely that the group would go to a wedding immediately after walking 75-85 miles in the past three days.  There is also the difficulty of someone coming to meet the group and telling them of a wedding to which they were invited, when no one was probably aware that they were returning home.  “It had taken Jesus and the disciples three days to travel from John’s baptizing spot in the Jordan (near Jericho) to Cana, a small village about ten miles from Nazareth.  Now, as Cana is eighty miles from Jericho, and as Jesus had just finished a forty-day fast, the Gospels give us a picture of a very robust man indeed, for He, with his companions, covered eighty miles in two and a bit days—say an average of thirty to thirty-five miles per day.  Furthermore, Cana’s elevation is about two thousand feet higher than Bethabara and they are separated by rugged terrain, so this journey was arduous indeed.  Considering all this makes us realize that Jesus was a vigorous, robust man, and His disciples likewise.”



(2)  After being gone for several weeks (the disciples of Jesus had been the disciples of John the Baptist and would have been following him for at least a couple of weeks) the natural inclination for the disciples would be to return to their homes and families to assure them that they had returned safely and that all is well.  Andrew, Peter, John, and James would want to go to Bethsaida.  Philip and Nathanael would want to go to Cana.


(3)  Jesus had been gone for at least seven weeks from His home (40 days in the desert prior to His temptations and the several days at Bethany plus the return to Galilee).  It is reasonable to assume that He would stop at home to see how His mother and siblings were, when He was informed of the wedding to which the family had been invited.  He would have to ask permission to bring His disciples along.  Obviously from the next verse we learn that the permission was granted.  Jesus was not going to “crash the party” with His disciples in tow.  Our Lord did not have bad manners.

c.  Therefore, there are two possible solutions here.



(1)  On the third day after their return to Galilee, Jesus and His disciples are invited to the wedding.  The sequence of events would be as follows:




(a)  Day 1, Jn 1:19, “Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent [to him] priests and Levites from Jerusalem, in order to ask him, ‘Who are you?’”



(b)  Day 2, Jn 1:29, “On the next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!”



(c)  Day 3, Jn 1:35, “On the next day John and two of his disciples again were standing,”



(d)  Day 4, Jn 1:43, “On the next day He desired to go into Galilee, and He found Philip.  And Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me.’”



(e)  Day 5, 6, 7, Travel to Galilee.




(f)  Then on the third day after their return to Galilee there was a wedding in Cana.



(2)  On the third day, the day of their return to Galilee, Jesus and His disciples arrive at His home in Nazareth and learn of the wedding in Cana and the fact that they are invited to attend.  Since the wedding is expected to last seven days (which was normal), it is reasonable to expect them to rest that night and go to the wedding the next day.  However, most commentators say that Jesus and His group continued on to Cana that same day.
2.  “there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,”

a.  After arriving back in Nazareth or Bethsaida (we are not told by John exactly to where Jesus and His disciples returned), Jesus learns about the wedding in Cana of Galilee.  Since weddings lasted several days (especially in the case of virgins), it is possible that Jesus and His disciples return to Nazareth on the third day of travel from Bethany and learn of the wedding going on in Cana.  They may have rested the night and continued on to Cana, where the wedding feast had already begun and was still continuing.  “Jewish tradition required that virgins be married on a Wednesday, while widows were married on a Thursday.”


b.  There is no indication here that Jesus went directly from Bethany on the Jordan River to the city of Cana.  He had no reason to go there.  He would have either first gone to Bethsaida where the disciples lived, but more probably to his own hometown of Nazareth, where His family was living, and which was on the way to Cana, being about nine miles south of Cana.  If Jesus and the disciples had gone first to Bethsaida, then it was a 30 mile walk from Bethsaida around the Sea of Galilee and west to Nazareth before heading north another nine miles to Cana.  This would have made the total trip from Bethany about 120 miles in three days, which is very unreasonable.  It is far more likely that Jesus brought His disciples directly to His home in Nazareth (Rabbi, where are You staying?  Come and See.) and from there went to the wedding in Cana a few days later.

c.  Remember that Cana is the hometown of Nathanael.

3.  “and the mother of Jesus was there;”

a.  John continues by introducing us to the mother of Jesus, who is already at the wedding in Cana.  She is introduced because she will play a role in the story about to be told.  This is Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Jesus is the title of our Lord’s humanity.  Mary is the mother of the humanity of our Lord.  She is not the “Mother of God” as so erroneously referred to by the Catholic Church.  God has no “mother.”

b.  It was most likely the mother of Jesus who received the invitation to the wedding and probably received it well in advance of the return of Jesus.  Weddings were events that had to be planned in advance in the ancient world just as they are today.  This was not a spur of the moment event that Mary and Jesus suddenly found out about and to which they had to rush.  Cana was a half day’s walk from Nazareth (nine miles straight line distance, but it was up and down hills).

c.  The word “there” refers to wedding in the city of Cana.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, was already at the wedding in Cana, when Jesus and His disciples arrived in Cana.  Jesus may have been informed of His invitation to the wedding by one of His siblings.
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