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
 is the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there” plus the consequential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PARASKEUĒ, meaning “because of the day of preparation.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “of the Jews.”
“Therefore, because of the day of preparation of the Jews,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because, since, or for this reason.”  Then we have the adverb of place EGGUS, meaning “near.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the actual state of being at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the tomb produced the action of being near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MNĒMEION, meaning “the tomb.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, meaning “to put, place, lay, bury.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Joseph and Nicodemus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“since the tomb was near, there they laid Jesus.”
Jn 19:42 corrected translation
“Therefore, because of the day of preparation of the Jews, since the tomb was near, there they laid Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, because of the day of preparation of the Jews,”

a.  As a consequence of there being a new tomb in a garden near where the crucifixion took place, and because it was the day of the preparation before the Passover of the Jews and the next day was a “high Sabbath” (that is, Passover fell on a Sabbath), Joseph and Nicodemus were hastening to complete their task.

b.  We should not think that the two men were not hurrying to complete the task of burying Jesus so that they could get home in time to eat the Passover meal with their families, for they knew that they were already defiled from so doing by handling a dead body.  They could not only not eat the Passover meal, but they could also not participate in the seven day festival of Unleavened Bread which followed the Passover, since their ritual purification would take seven days.

c.  So various theories have been put forward to explain their haste.



(1)  Some commentators think that the men hurried to complete the task, because the Law required burial of a person who died by hanging on a tree on the same day they died.  The two men may have thought this was an important fulfillment of Scripture in the case of Jesus.



(2)  Some commentators think that the men hurried because Jesus had predicted that He would rise in three days and they wanted that day to be included as one of the three.  It is doubtful at this moment that these men had thought through and understood the words of Jesus so well that it resulted in this kind of detailed planning.  The resurrection was a shock and surprise to the disciples of Jesus.  How much more would it be unexpected by these two men?



(3)  Some commentators (Wiersbe) think that the men hurried because they wanted to honor the body of Jesus before the high-priest found out and stopped the burial and had the body of Jesus thrown into a garbage dump or the potter’s field with the common criminals.


(4)  Some commentators think that the men hurried because of motivation from the Holy Spirit, but not knowing exactly why they needed to hurry.



(5)  Though all of these factors may have played a part in the decision of the men to hurry in doing what they were doing, the simplest answer that agrees with the words of John is that they needed to complete this task before the Sabbath began in the next hour or so, when the work of burying a dead body was not permitted.  “The many detailed regulations of the Rabbis concerning the prohibition of work on the Sabbath are gathered into lists in the Mishnah.  The most important of these is in Shabbat 7, 2: ‘The main tasks prohibited are forty save one: he who sows and ploughs and reaps and binds; he who threshes and winnows and fans; he who sifts and kneads and bakes; he who shears wool and bleaches it and combs and dyes and spins; he who weaves and draws and twists and separates two threads; he who ties and unties a knot and sews two stitches and tears apart to sew two stitches; he who hunts and kills and skins a gazelle; he who salts it and dresses its skin and scrapes and cuts it; he who writes two letters and rubs out again to write two letters; he who builds and pulls down; he who lights a fire and puts it out; he who strikes with a hammer; he who carries from one place to another.’”

2.  “since the tomb was near, there they laid Jesus.”

a.  And so, since Joseph’s tomb was near Golgotha, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus laid the dead body of Jesus in the new tomb fit for a king.

b.  The human spirit of the Lord Jesus had already gone to the Father (Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit) at the moment of His physical death.  The human soul of the Lord Jesus traveled to Tartarus to proclaim His victory in the angelic conflict to the spirits in prison (fallen angels that had sex with the daughters of men in Genesis 6 and tried to prevent the incarnation of Christ by corrupting all humanity on earth—the half angel/half human race called the Nephalim).  And the human body of our Lord Jesus went into the grave.  The death of our Lord is unique, just as His person is unique and His resurrection is unique.

c.  There are three theories regarding the timeframe that Jesus was in the grave.



(1)  The traditional theory says that Friday was the day of preparation and this part of that day (probably no more than an hour or two counts as day one.  Then Saturday, the Sabbath counts as day two.  Then Sunday (from sundown Saturday night until sometime before dawn Sunday morning) counts as day three.  This would be a total of about thirty-four hours.



(2)  The second theory puts the day of preparation on Thursday with Passover on Friday, the Sabbath on Saturday and the resurrection on Sunday.  This makes a total of two full days and two parts of two other days to make up the third day.



(3)  The third theory deals with the mixture of Jewish and Roman time per the chart below.  Fortunately, the fact that Jesus really died, was really buried, and really rose from the dead is far more important than the exact timeframe that He was in the tomb.  We don’t need to major on the minor details of the story.  None of the disciples ever did.  The critical facts of the story were the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “So important has Passover been to the Johannine evangelist that he cannot end the story without another mention of the fact that the Day of Preparation was closing and the Passover was about to begin. It is important at this stage to reflect on the fact that the Passover, Day of Preparation, and the death of the Lamb have been present in every major narrative section of the Gospel from the introduction of the Lamb in the three cameos of witness (1:29, 36), to the Cana Cycle (2:13, 23), the Festival Cycle (6:4; 11:55), the Centerpiece of the Gospel (12:1), the Farewell Cycle (13:1), and the Death Story (18:28, 39; 19:14, 31, 42).  And these references do not include the repeated mention of the hour of his destiny.  With all of these references in mind, the reader should pay particular attention to the fact that in the next major section, the Resurrection Stories, there is no mention of Passover.  The death of the Lamb will then be in the past tense.  The wounds are still evident (20:20, 27), but the Passover has taken place.  It was a once-for-all event, to quote other New Testament writers (cf. Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 3:18; Jude 3).  This sacrifice of Jesus is non-repeatable.  Therefore we must take it extremely seriously (Heb 6:4–6).  Clearly this singular sacrifice of Jesus has provided God’s answer, according to John, for the expiation or removal of our sins (1 Jn 2:2; 4:10).  The death of Jesus may not be how we would choose to be reconciled to God, but the basis of reconciliation is the work of God, not the work of human beings.  Our task is to accept Jesus Christ and follow his model of love in the world.”


b.  “Joseph and Nicodemus were motivated by the need to finish their work before the Sabbath began.  But there was a more significant reason that the Lord needed to be buried before sundown.  In Mt 12:40 Jesus had predicted, ‘For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’  The Jews counted any part of a day as constituting a day (compare 1 Kg 12:5 with verse 12; Ester 4:16 with 5:1).  Jesus needed to be buried while it was still Friday, so He could be in the tomb for three days (part of Friday afternoon, Saturday, and part of Sunday morning).  In His burial, as well as His death, Jesus orchestrated all the details to accomplish God’s already revealed purpose.”
  The assumption here is that Joseph and Nicodemus were thinking in terms of Jesus being in the tomb for three full days and nights that had to begin before Passover and end immediately after Passover, which is highly unlikely.  They were not saying to one another, “We have to get Him buried, so He can rise on Sunday.”  They were not even thinking about resurrection, because the other disciples were not thinking about resurrection either.  They were all shocked by the resurrection of Jesus.
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