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
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place (having been in progress) at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that a garden produced the action of being where Jesus was crucified.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and the noun TOPOS, meaning “in the place.”  Then we have the adverb of place HOPOU, meaning “where.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb STAUROW, which means “to be crucified.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being crucified.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KĒPOS, meaning “a garden.”

“Now there was a garden in the place where He was crucified,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KĒPOS, meaning “in the garden.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun MNĒMEION, meaning “tomb”
 plus the adjective KAINOS, meaning “new.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which.”  Then we have the temporal adverb OUDEPW, which means “not yet.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Then we have the periphrastic construction: third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” plus the nominative masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb TITHĒMI, meaning “to be put, placed, or laid.”

The imperfect tense of EIMI plus the perfect tense of TITHĒMI combine to form a pluperfect idea—a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice of EIMI plus the passive voice of TITHĒMI combine to form the passive idea that no one had received the action of being laid there.


The indicative mood plus the participle indicates a simple statement of fact.

“and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.”
Jn 19:41 corrected translation
“Now there was a garden in the place where He was crucified, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now there was a garden in the place where He was crucified,”

a.  John continues with another parenthetical explanation that provides some background information not found in the Synoptic gospels.  John mentions that there was a garden not far from the place where Jesus was crucified.  This garden had a new tomb in it.  And this where Joseph and Nicodemus carried the body of Jesus after they took Him down off the Cross.

b.  The exact location of this garden is unknown.  The garden to which John refers was neither a rock garden or vegetable garden, but a flower garden.  The garden could not be very far from Golgotha; for how far could the two men carry the body of Jesus before being physically too tired to carry on?
2.  “and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.”

a.  John then tells us that in the midst of this garden was a new tomb, which had never had a dead body laid in it.  Matthew tells us that the tomb belonged to Joseph, Mt 27:59-61, “And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away.  And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave” (Mk 15:46-47; Lk 23:53).

b.  In the first century A.D. it was customary for rich men to retire from their business and move to Jerusalem, so that they might be buried near the city after their death.  Such was the case with Joseph from Arimathea.  He was rich, retired now, and had moved to Jerusalem some time before this and was preparing everything for his eventual death and burial.  He had purchased a grave site in a garden, just outside the western gate of the city.  There he had paid a stone mason to hallow out a burial site for his body.  He intended to be buried there, but the death of Jesus presented a small opportunity for Joseph to make a better use of the tomb.  Jesus had greater need of it now than Joseph.


c.  Since Jesus only needed the tomb for three days, and it was never used again by Him, then it is likely that Joseph was buried there after His death.  After all, it would have been an honor for him to be buried where Jesus Himself had laid.


d.  Burial tombs in gardens near Jerusalem were the places where kings of Israel were buried (according to the Jewish historian Josephus).  Thus it was fitting for The King of Israel to be buried in a proper king’s burial garden.


e.  Our Lord did not need to own a grave; He only needed to borrow one for a short time.  In the same respect, we don’t need to own a grave; for we are absent from the body and face to face with the Lord.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The new tomb where Jesus was laid, John indicates, was in a garden in the vicinity of both the place of the crucifixion and the place of preparation for burial.  Accordingly, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem contains a special elevated chapel to mark the site of the crucifixion and a lower bench-like memorial to mark the place of preparation for burial.  Both are a short distance from the traditional site of the tomb.  Whether all of these places were actually that close together may be open to question.  Mark refers to the tomb as one that was ‘cut out of rock’ (Mk 15:46).  Mt (27:60) and Jn (19:41) indicate that it was a new tomb, and Lk (23:53) states that no one had been buried in it.  Matthew (27:60) adds that it was Joseph’s own tomb.  To understand these statements, particularly that of Luke, one must realize that tombs were valuable pieces of property and were used repeatedly by families.  A person was placed on a burial slab in the tomb until the flesh decomposed, then the bones were collected and put in an ossuary (a small box), which was kept in another part of the tomb. Then the burial slab could be reused.  According to Matthew’s account the tomb was apparently a new tomb for Joseph and his family.  The identification of the tomb with the site of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was made during the church building period of Queen Helena, the mother of Constantine.  It was her goal to gather the most reliable information she could at the time and to preserve the historic sites of Christianity by marking them with worship or remembrance centers for pilgrims.  The stone outcroppings that would have been the original tomb have suffered devastation during the many battles and religious disputes that have ravaged the area through the centuries so that the site hardly resembles a tomb today.  Yet this church may be close to the site of the tomb because the Romans tended to vilify or desecrate places of meaning for those they considered enemies by erecting pagan shrines on those sites.  Such may be one reason that Helena was able to mark the Church of the Holy Sepulcher as the site of Jesus’ burial.”


b.  “Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah, the suffering Servant, though despised and rejected by men, would be with the rich in His death (Isa 53:9).  The burial of Jesus is part of the gospel (‘He was buried,’ 1 Cor 15:4).  Its significance lies in the fact that it was the completion of Jesus’ suffering and humiliation.  It also pointed up the reality of His death and set the stage for His coming bodily resurrection.  Also, in Jesus’ burial He identified with believers who will die and be buried.  Joseph and Nicodemus’ act of love and respect for the body of Jesus was for them dangerous, costly, and without any personal gain.  The service of Christians for their living Lord should be equally courageous and sacrificial, for their labor is not in vain (1 Cor 15:58).”


c.  “There are some mysteries about Joseph that perplex us and invite closer investigation.  Why did he have a tomb so near to a place of execution?  Most pious Jews wanted to be buried in the Holy City, but a rich man like Joseph could certainly afford a better site for his final resting place.  Imagine his relatives coming to pay their respects and having to listen to the curses and cries of criminals on crosses not far away!  Matthew, Luke, and John all tell us that the tomb was new and had never been used.  It was ‘his [Joseph’s] own new tomb’; he had hewn it out for himself.  Or did he hew it out for Jesus? [Not likely, the work of cutting this tomb out of rock would have taken many months. Long before Joseph knew Jesus would die.]  John informs us that Joseph was a ‘secret disciple for fear of the Jews’.  The Greek word translated ‘secretly’ is a perfect passive participle and could be translated ‘having been secreted’.  In Mt 13:35, this same verb form is translated ‘have been kept secret’.  In other words, Joseph was God’s ‘secret agent’ in the Sanhedrin!  From the human standpoint, Joseph kept ‘under cover’ because he feared the Jews (Jn 7:13; 9:22; 12:42); but from the divine standpoint, he was being protected so he could be available to bury the body of Jesus.  [That is quite a speculative twist on the meaning of the Greek.]   It seems evident that Joseph and Nicodemus carefully planned their activities at Calvary.  They certainly could not secure a tomb at the last minute, nor would they be able to purchase sixty-five pounds of costly spices so quickly during the Passover when many merchants would not be doing business.  No sooner had Jesus died than Joseph went to Pilate and received permission to take the body.  Nicodemus stayed at the cross to make sure nothing happened to his Lord’s body.  Haste was important and the men worked quickly.  They could not give Jesus’ body the full ministry of washing and anointing that was traditional, but they did the best they could.  It was important to get the body safely away from the Romans and the Jewish leaders.  Of course, Mary of Bethany had already anointed His body for burial (Mk 14:8; Jn 12:1–8).  Some of the other women watched the two men minister to Jesus, and they witnessed His burial (Mt 27:61; Mk 15:47).  They planned to return after the Sabbath and complete the burial procedures (Lk 23:55–24:1).  All of this raises the question, ‘How did Joseph and Nicodemus know to prepare for His burial?’  What follows is only conjecture on my part but, to me, it seems reasonable.  When Nicodemus first visited Jesus, he was impressed with His miracles and His teachings; but he could not understand what it meant to be born again. Certainly after that interview, Nicodemus searched the Scriptures and asked God for guidance concerning these important spiritual matters.  At the critical council meeting recorded in Jn 7:45–53, Nicodemus boldly stood up and defended the Savior!  His associates ridiculed him for thinking that a prophet could come out of Galilee!  ‘Search, and look!’ they said—and that is exactly what Nicodemus did.  It is likely that Joseph quietly joined him and revealed the fact that he too was more and more convinced that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed Israel’s Messiah, the Son of God.  As Nicodemus and Joseph searched the Old Testament, they would find the messianic prophecies and discover that many of them had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Certainly they would see Him as the ‘Lamb of God’ and conclude that He would be sacrificed at Passover.  Jesus had already told Nicodemus that He would be ‘lifted up’ (Jn 3:14), and this meant crucifixion.  Since the Passover lambs were slain about 3 p.m., the two men could know almost the exact time when God’s Lamb would die on the cross!  Surely they would read Isa 53 and notice verse 9—‘And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death.’   Jesus would be buried in a rich man’s tomb!  Joseph arranged to have the tomb hewn out, and the men assembled the cloths and spices needed for the burial.  They boldly identified with Jesus Christ at a time when He seemed like a failure and His cause hopelessly defeated.”


d.  “A new tomb, ‘in which no one was laid’, where no decay or odor of death has yet entered—this was a fitting place for the body of Jesus which no corruption or decomposition dared to touch.  In a garden man lost [spiritual] life, in a garden life would be restored to man, like and immortality.”
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