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
 is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun, meaning “After this.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know: knowing.”

The perfect tense is a fixed form in this verb.  It emphasizes the present state of being as a result of past action.


The active voice indicates that the subject, Jesus, produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to explain the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, meaning “already.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TELEW, which means “to be brought to completion; to be completed; to be finished; to be accomplished; to be fulfilled.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had.”

The passive voice indicates that all things received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“After this, Jesus, knowing that all things already had been completed,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which means “in order that” and introduces a purpose clause, followed by the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to be completed, brought to an end, finished, accomplished; to be fulfilled.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the Scripture received the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.
Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “the Scripture.”  This is followed by the third person singular present/aorist active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past action as happening in the present for the sake of vividness in a narrative.  It is translated as a simple past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIPSAW, meaning “to be thirsty.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I am thirsty.’”
Jn 19:28 corrected translation
“After this, Jesus, knowing that all things already had been completed, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I am thirsty.’”
Explanation:
1.  “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things already had been completed,”

a.  The phrase “After this” indicates a lapse of time.
  The question is: “To what does it refer?”  We have to compare the other statements regarding the crucifixion in the Synoptic gospels to get the answer.


(1)  Mt 27:45-50, “Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour.  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’  And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’  Immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink.  But the rest said, ‘Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.’  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.”  Notice that these things all happened after the three hours of sin bearing from the sixth hour (noon) until the 9th hour (3 p. m.).  This tells us that our phrase “After this” refers to the period of our Lord’s sin bearing for three hours.


(2)  Mk 15:33-37, “When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.  At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ which is translated, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, Behold, He is calling for Elijah.’  Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, ‘Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.’  And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last.”  Notice again that these things occurred after the three hours of sin bearing and judgment from noon to 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  Again, the phrase “After this” in our verse refers to the period of our Lord’s sin bearing.


(3)  Lk 23:34-46, “But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. And the people stood by, looking on.  And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.’  The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!’  Now there was also an inscription above Him, ‘THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.’  One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, ‘Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!’  But the other answered, and rebuking him said, ‘Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  
And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’  And he was saying, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!’  And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.’  It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two.  And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.’  Having said this, He breathed His last.”  After the darkness finished falling over the whole land and before Jesus cried out committing His spirit to the Father He made the statement in our verse “I am thirsty.”  Therefore, the words “after this” refer to after the three hours of His bearing our sins and being judged for them.

b.  Therefore, if the phrase “After this” refers to the three hours of bearing our sins and being judged for them, then the next phrase in this verse is also easily explained.  The subject of this clause is “all things,” and this subject also refers to our Lord’s work of bearing the sins of the world and being judged for them.  This has now been completed.  Jesus knew when the first sin hit Him and He began to be judged for our sins and He knew when the last sin was judged and the judgment of all sins was completed.

c.  The word “Jesus” is critical here, because it indicates that the humanity of Christ and humanity alone could bear our sins and be judged as a substitute for us.  Deity cannot bear sins or be judged for sins.  This is why the Son of God had to become true humanity.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ knew in His humanity that He had fulfilled the complete will of God the Father in coming to earth as a real human being, living the spiritual life the Holy Spirit had provided for Him, doing the will of the Father in all things, proving that He was the Son of God and the Messiah, presenting the Father’s offer of eternal salvation and eternal life to those who would believe, and bearing our sins in His own body on the Cross and being judged for us.  Jesus knew that He had completed the plan of the Father for His incarnation.
2.  “in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I am thirsty.’”

a.  Now that the sinning bearing part of the Father’s plan had been completed, Jesus could do something else that was required as a part of the plan.  There was still Scripture that needed to be fulfilled.  Therefore, Jesus said to those still standing at the Cross that He was thirsty.

b.  This fulfilled the Scripture stated in Ps 69:21b, “And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”  The sour wine given to Jesus tasted like vinegar.


c.  In addition to the fulfillment of Scripture, this statement also proved that Jesus was still true humanity on the Cross after bearing our sins and being judged for us.  Deity doesn’t thirst.  Jesus was true humanity before bearing our sins and true humanity after bearing our sins.  He was obviously true humanity while bearing our sins.


d.  This was the sixth saying of Jesus on the Cross.  The seven saying of Jesus on the Cross are:



(1)  “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”


(2)  “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”


(3)  “Woman, behold, your son!”  “Behold, your mother!”  


(4)  “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”


(5)  “I am thirsty.”


(6)  “It is finished!”


(7)  “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit”

e.  The darkness that fell over the land with the three hours of sin bearing occurred after Jesus said “Behold, your mother.”  We should also notice that Jesus asked the Father why He had forsaken Him at the end of the sin bearing (the ninth hour), not at the beginning of the sin bearing.

f.  The last time Jesus had had any liquid to drink was when He instituted the Eucharist at the last supper, about nineteen hours prior to this.  He has hung on the cross for the past six hours with no clothes on, so that water is evaporating from His body as fast as possible.  The temperature at that time of the year was in the mid to low sixty degrees (Fahrenheit) and with the darkness covering the land, the temperature would have dropped into the low fifties.  So not only was He thirsty, but He was probably very cold as well.  Combine this with the fact that He could barely breathe due to the position of His outstretched arms and having to push Himself up with His legs against the nails in His feet just to take a breath.  And let us not forget the pain from the crown of thorns, the nails in His hands or wrists, and the torn skin on His back rubbing against the wood of the cross as He tried to move up and down to take each breath.  Yes, the physical torture was enormous.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Thirst is one of the severest agonies of crucifixion.”


b.  “According to Mk 15:23 Jesus had earlier refused to accept the dulling sedative of wine mixed with myrrh during the painful march with the crosspiece, but now his body craved something to drink.  So he cried, ‘I am thirsty’.  The evangelist then added that Jesus said this ‘in order that the Scripture would be fulfilled’.  This statement, however, raises two questions: (1) What Scripture was intended? and (2) To what was the fulfillment referring?  As indicated in reference to the previous verse, it is hardly likely that it was referring to the mother of Jesus.  Nor is it likely to be referring to the fact that everything is brought to its complete goal.  Thus it must refer primarily to the thirst experienced by Jesus.  If so, it might be viewed as a statement of an intention on the part of Jesus to fulfill Scripture or more probably as the evangelist’s insight (as a commentator) concerning the fact that he viewed this cry of Jesus for something to drink as a fulfillment of Scripture.  Although in Mk 15:34–36 the giving to Jesus of a drink of cheap sour wine/vinegar is linked to the cry of desolation in that Gospel, there is here in John no such cry.  For Mark that cry clearly reflected a scriptural allusion to Ps 22:1, and the same psalm alludes to the dividing and casting of lots for the victim’s clothing (22:18).  Moreover, it is interesting that the same psalm also alludes to the dehydrated state of the victim, for his strength is dried up like a broken ‘potsherd’ and his ‘tongue sticks to the roof of [his] mouth’ (22:15).  The connection of Mark’s story, and to a lesser extent John’s story, with Psalm 22 is unmistakable.  But the Death Stories in both Mark and John can likewise be linked to statements in Psalm 69, where the victim’s ‘throat is parched’ (Ps 69:3) and he is given ‘vinegar for [his] thirst’ (Ps 69:21).  In John the drink offered to Jesus is also here identified as a cheap sour wine/vinegar (oxous), which was cheaper than regular wine, [and] was a favorite beverage of the lower ranks of society.  Although there is in John no cry of desolation, as indicated above, the reader must not assume that John completely avoided the sense of Jesus experiencing suffering.   His statement ‘I am thirsty’ must be understood in this context of hanging on a painful cross and must be viewed in light of the allusions to sufferings in Psalms.”


c.  “Jesus knew that by saying ‘I am thirsty’ He would prompt the soldiers to give Him a drink.  They, of course, did not consciously do so to fulfill prophecy, still less to show compassion.  Their goal was to increase the Lord’s torment by prolonging His life.”


d.  “The wording in Jn 19:28 indicated that Jesus was fully conscious and was aware of fulfilling the details of prophecies.  The paradox of the One who is the Water of life (Jn 4:14; 7:38-39) dying in thirst is striking.”


e.  “Our Lord knew what was going on; He was fully in control as He obeyed the Father’s will.  He had refused to drink the pain-deadening wine that was always offered to those about to be crucified (Mt 27:34).  In order to fulfill the Scriptures (Ps 69:21), He said, ‘I thirst’.  He was enduring real physical suffering, for He had a real human body.  He had just emerged from three hours of darkness when He felt the wrath of God and separation from God.  When you combine darkness, thirst, and isolation, you have—hell!  There were physical reasons for His thirst (Ps 22:15), but there were also spiritual reasons (Ps 42:1–2).”


f.  What John reports now must have followed the three hours of darkness.  That is immediately after He had commended His mother to the care of the beloved disciples, the darkness, the mysterious darkness enshrouded the cross.”
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