John 1:1
John 17:9


 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “concerning them; about them; or on their behalf.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”  This verb is used when a person of equal stature made a request.  The verb AITEW is used when a subordinate makes a request.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I ask on their behalf;”
 is the negative OU, meaning “not,” followed by the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “on behalf of the world.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“I am not asking on behalf of the world,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS with an embedded demonstrative pronoun,
 meaning “concerning those whom.”  Then we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.

“but concerning those whom You have given to Me,”
 is the explanatory or causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for” or “because.”  Then we have dative of possession from the second person singular personal pronoun SOS, meaning “belong to You” or “Yours.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the state of belonging to God the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because they are Yours;”
Jn 17:9 corrected translation
“I ask on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but concerning those whom You have given to Me, because they are Yours;”
Explanation:
1.  “I ask on their behalf;”

a.  Jesus continues His prayer to the Father by noting that He is asking on behalf of the disciples.  This does not mean that the disciples cannot ask for themselves; for Jesus has already said that they could, Jn 16:26-27, “In that day you will ask in My name, and I am not saying to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I have come forth from God.”  The difference between our verse and Jesus’ previous statement is the phrase “in that day,” which refers to the period of time after the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Up until that time Jesus could and would pray on behalf of the disciples.  Once the Holy Spirit came to help them, they could pray on behalf of themselves and would have the help of the Helper.  So right now Jesus is asking God the Father on their behalf, because they don’t know what to ask for.

b.  What is Jesus asking for on behalf of the disciples?


(1)  That they may know the Father, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, Jn 17:3.



(2)  The things in this prayer that Jesus is about to ask for on behalf of the disciples; for example, Jn 17:11, “keep them [unharmed];” Jn 17:15, “I do not ask that You remove them from the world, but that You protect them from the evil one;” Jn 17:17, “Sanctify them by means of the truth.” 
2.  “I am not asking on behalf of the world,”

a.  Jesus then makes another point for the benefit of the disciples who are listening to His prayer and probably praying with Him.  Jesus is not asking on behalf of the world of unbelievers.  John frequently uses the noun KOSMOS to refer to the world of unbelievers.  John is certainly not talking about planet earth.  “The word ‘world’ is defined by Vincent [Vincent’s Word Studies] as follows: ‘The sum-total of human life in the ordered world, considered apart from, alienated from, and hostile to God, and of the earthly things which seduce from God (Jn 7:7; 15:18; 17:9, 14; 1 Cor 1:20-21; 2 Cor 7:10; Jam 4:4)’.”


b.  The world of unbelievers has, is, and will continue to reject the love of God and all that the Lord Jesus Christ has done for them.  Some reject in ignorance, but most reject from obstinate, defiant hatred and antagonism.  Some unbelievers have already so hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks that prayer for them is to no avail.  They are locked into their negative volition to the love of God.  However, we are still commanded to pray for them, Mt 5:44; 1 Tim 2:1.


(1)  Mt 5:44, “But I say to you, ﻿﻿love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,”



(2)  1 Tim 2:1, “Therefore, I urge first of all that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made on behalf of all mankind.”


c.  “Now at this point in the prayer Christ means.  In verse 19 Jesus does pray for the world (for future believers [exactly, He prays for future believers, not for those who reject Him]) that it may believe (verse 21).  God loves the whole world [True, but this doesn’t prove that He prays for unbelievers who reject Him].  Christ died for sinners (Rom 5:8) [True, but that doesn’t mean He prayed for them] and prayed for sinners (Lk 23:34) [Was He praying for the whole world or for the Roman solders and leaders of Israel who were crucifying Him?] and intercedes for sinners (1 Jn 2:1f.; Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25) [all three of these passages are prayers for sinners who are already believers; Christ does not intercede for unbelievers].”
  Robertson has said nothing here to prove His point other than the questionable statement in Lk 23:34.

d.  “Jesus’ frank statement might sound as though he has nothing to do with the world, and it has even led some to think He only ever prays for the elect.  But, in fact, He does go on to pray for the world (verses 21, 25).  So here He means the petitions that follow about protection, sanctification and union with God are prayers only for the disciples.  None of these petitions are applicable to the world, to the system and those beings in rebellion against God.”

3.  “but concerning those whom You have given to Me,”

a.  In contrast to not asking on behalf of the world of rejecting unbelievers, Jesus is asking on behalf of those whom God the Father has given to Him.  This statement continues the theme begun in Jn 17:6, “I have made known Your person to the men whom You gave to Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me,…”

b.  God the Father owned all those who would believe in Christ.  He knew who they were in eternity past and claimed them as His own.  At some point (not revealed to us in Scripture) God the Father gave all those who would believe in Christ to Him as a gift.  Clearly those being given are believers and include no unbelievers.  Some commentators might restrict this to just the disciples, but Jn 17:20 expands the group to all believers, Jn 17:20, “Now I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also on behalf of those who believe in Me through their message.”

c.  All believers are a gift of love from God the Father to God the Son, just as all Church Age believers are the bride of Christ and given to Him as a special gift of love.  We might say that God the Father is the father of the bride.


d.  Jn 16:15, “Everything that the Father has is Mine…”  And everything that the Son has is the Father’s.
4.  “because they are Yours;”

a.  This phrase connects with the first phrase in this verse, “I ask on their behalf, because they are Yours,” or “I ask on their behalf, whom You have given to Me; because they are Yours.”

b.  Jesus prays on behalf of the disciples (and all believers) because all believers belong to God the Father and have been given to God the Son for safe keeping and as a gift of love.  We belong to Christ, but we also belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Since we belong to God the Father, and God the Son loves the Father and will do anything for Him, asking on our behalf for the things we need that we don’t realize we need is another demonstration of the unconditional love for the Lord Jesus Christ for us all.


d.  This little phrase “they are Yours” indicates a perfect, immutable, eternal security for anyone who believes in Christ.  Our Lord has promised that “I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand,” Jn 10:28.

e.  Jesus repeats His earlier description of the disciples (verse 6) but changes it subtly.  These disciples are those the Father has given the Son.  They were the Father’s before He gave them to the Son, and they remain the Father’s after He gives them to the Son.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When Jesus stated I am not praying for the world, he based this on the fact that the Father had not given the world to him.  This antithesis between his own people and the world is a dominant theme in this gospel.”


b.  “In this verse Jesus prayed specifically for the disciples and not for the world.  This distinction, as Morris indicates, does not mean that Jesus was unconcerned about the world or that the world was ‘beyond God’s love’.  The exact opposite is actually the case, and the preparation of the disciples is directed ultimately to the goal that the world might believe and realize that God sent Jesus.  But Jesus’ task included the protection of those whom God had given to him.  In this verse John has captured an extremely significant insight into the mind and heart of Jesus because in this prayer Jesus did not claim ownership of the disciples.  Instead, he said that they belonged to the Father: ‘They are yours’.  If we had the same perspective as Jesus, we would be speaking about ‘God’s church,’ ‘God’s people,’ and ‘God’s things,’ which the Lord has loaned or given to us.”


c.  “Because they had responded with belief, and demonstrated the genuineness of that faith through their continued obedience, the disciples showed evidence of what Jesus had always known to be true of them and said earlier—that they had been chosen out of the world by the Father as a gift for Him.  This then provides the second and ultimate reason why Jesus was confident that the Father would grant His prayer for the disciples; the Father would be sure to protect and purify them because they were His gift to His Son (Jn 17:11, 15, 17).  By reiterating that He was asking exclusively on behalf of those whom the Father had given Him, Jesus made it clear that He did not ask on behalf of the world.  Rather, He was asking on behalf of His own who remained in the world after He had left (verses 11–12).  It is true that God shows a kind of love to all people in the world (what theologians call common grace), even to those who reject the gospel (Mk 10:21).  He pleads with sinners to repent (Ezek 18:23, 32; Acts 17:30), extends the gospel invitation to them (Isa 55:1; Mt 11:28–30), ‘causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous’ (Mt 5:45; Ps 145:9; Acts 14:17).  But Christ’s intercessory work as High Priest is only for those who belong eternally to Him because they have been given by the Father.  In fact, the only recorded instance in the New Testament of Christ praying for the unregenerate is His cry from the cross, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing’ (Lk 23:34).  That prayer is a model for believers, who are to ‘love [their] enemies and pray for those who persecute [them]’ (Mt 5:44; 2 Tim 2:26).  But the unredeemed world was not His interest in this prayer.  His attention was on those whom the Father had given to Him and for whom He was about to die to provide atonement—that they would be protected from the world especially during the immediate events surrounding His arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  Jesus’ statement they are Yours underscored His confidence in the fact that the eleven belonged to God.  Like the disciples, all believers belong to the Father, having been adopted into His family through the Son (Rom 8:14–17; Gal 3:26; 4:5–7) and sealed and cleansed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13–14; 4:30; Tit 3:5).  ‘Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body’ (1 Cor 6:19–20).  Christians are God’s chosen ones, His children, His subjects, His slaves, and His sheep.”


d.  “Christ’s prayer was particularly for the Eleven, though it applies to all believers.  At this point He was not praying for the world in its hostility and unbelief.”


e.  “No one comes to the Father except through Jesus, so that we may say Jesus gives us to Him, and yet Jesus considers us as given to Himself, and even, when so given, as still being the Father’s.”
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