John 1:1
John 17:5


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify.”

The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which looks at the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father is requested to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a request, an imperative of entreaty.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the vocative masculine singular from the noun PATĒR, meaning “Father.”  Then we have the preposition PARA plus the locative of place
 from the second person masculine from the reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, meaning “with Yourself.”
“And now, Father, glorify Me with Yourself”
 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “with the glory.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, which is so strongly attracted to the antecedent that it takes the instrumental case of the antecedent.  It is translated “which.”  This is followed by the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: I had.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, continuing action that is not completed.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action of having glory with the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the preposition PRO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; to exist.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the world produced the state of existing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of time,
 indicating antecedent time, and is translated by the word “before.”  The construction is the preposition PRO plus a genitive article and infinitive.
This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  Literally this says “before the world existed.”  Finally, we have the preposition PARA plus the instrumental of association
 from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “with You” and referring to God the Father.

“with the glory which I had with You before the world existed.”
Jn 17:5 corrected translation
“And now, Father, glorify Me with Yourself with the glory which I had with You before the world existed.”
Explanation:
1.  “And now, Father, glorify Me with Yourself”

a.  Our Lord continues His prayer to the Father by asking again that He be glorified by God the Father by being with God the Father.  This is a request to rejoin God the Father on His throne in heaven, the place where Jesus was with the Father before the creation of the universe.

b.  This request is related to the often repeated statement by God the Father, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”  Acts 2:34f; Heb 1:13; 10:13.  The glorification of the humanity of Christ involves His being seated in the place of honor at the right side of God the Father on His throne.  God the Father is ‘seated’ (God is spirit and has no need to ‘sit’.)  The humanity of Christ can be seated.  Deity being ‘seated’ is an anthropopathism (ascribing a human characteristic to God).

c.  The glorification of Jesus requires Jesus being with God the Father after His resurrection.  This had always been the plan of God the Father and was not something for which Jesus needed to ask.  Our Lord already knew this was going to happen, because of His often repeated assertions that He was going/returning to the Father.


d.  “In John 17:1 and 5, our Lord asked that His pre-incarnate glory be given to Him again, so that the Son might glorify the Father in His return to heaven.”

2.  “with the glory which I had with You before the world existed.”

a.  Jesus now defines what this glorification entails.  Jesus asks to be glorified with the glory that He had before the world existed, which was to be with the Father on His throne before the creation of the universe.  The phrase “before the world existed” refers to the time in eternity past before the Lord Jesus Christ created the universe.  Whether or not this was before the creation of the angels is not stated, since the angels were created before the creation of the universe and watched the Lord create the universe.

b.  The glory of the Lord Jesus Christ was demonstrated in the creation of the universe.  This glory of the power and love of God to create such a thing as a universe was demonstrated to the angelic creature.  God didn’t need to demonstrate His glory to Himself.

c.  So Jesus is asking that He, now in hypostatic union, be restored to the place of glory and have again the full use of His divine essence, which He could not use during His incarnation for His own benefit.  Our Lord is asking for two things related to His being glorified: (1) that He return to the place of glory at the right hand of the Father, and that (2) He once again have full use of those attributes of deity which glorify Him as deity.

d.  The phrase “which I had with You” clearly indicates and proves the pre-incarnate existence of Jesus as a member of the Trinity in eternity past.  He is requesting a return to the pre-incarnate glory that He had as a member of the Trinity.  The full manifestation of this glory was suppressed during His first advent; it will not be during His second advent, 2 Thes 1:9-10a, “who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence, when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed…”

e.  This request has been fulfilled according to Heb 1:2-3, “in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the universe.  Who, being the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,”


f.  “The NT takes a decisive step by relating ‘glory’ to Christ in the same way as to God. ‘Glory’ then reflects all the dynamism of the relation of God and Christ.  Thus Christ is raised by the glory of the Father (Rom 6:4).  He is taken up into glory (1 Tim 3:16).  He is at the right hand of glory (Acts 7:55).  Glory is ascribed to him as to God (Lk 2:14 and Heb 13:21).  He is the Lord of glory (1 Cor 2:8; Jam 2:1).”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus prays for full restoration to the pre-incarnate glory and fellowship enjoyed before the Incarnation (Jn 1:14).  This is not just ideal pre-existence, but actual and conscious existence at the Father’s side.  It is small wonder that those who deny or reject the deity of Jesus Christ have trouble with the Johannine authorship of this book and with the genuineness of these words.  But Paul, as clearly as John, believes in the actual pre-existence and deity of Jesus Christ (Phil 2:5–11).”


b.  “The words [of verse five] must point to the pre-existence of the Son and to the reality of the incarnation.  Jesus was returning to the Father where He belonged.”


c.  “As Jesus looked back before the incarnation, He voiced his second petition with the standard marker ‘Father’ and prayed that his mission would be fully completed by the sign of his return to the glory He had before creation.  The connection between this verse and the Prologue of John has been often noted by commentators.  But I should add that just as in Jn 1:1–2 it was said that the Word was in the beginning with God and yet the two were distinguishable, so there is here no attempt made for the Son to pray for the merging of the two or for the Son’s absorption into God or the divine mind/soul as might have been proposed by Plato and the Greek philosophers.  The Godhead in John is very personal and identifiable both before the incarnation (1:1), in the incarnation (1:14), and thereafter in the post-resurrection return.  But I would insist that however one might describe the transitional nature of Jesus, there is no question that the present statements are to be linked with the description in the Prologue of the ‘Word’ and ‘God’.”


d.  “Having accomplished everything according to the predetermined plan of God, Jesus knew that He would be exalted to the place where He had been before His incarnation—at the glorious right hand of His Father (Eph 1:20).  With that exaltation in sight, Jesus expressed His desire to return to the glory of heaven.  The apostle John described the eternal fellowship Christ had enjoyed with the Father in the prologue to his gospel: ‘In the beginning was the Word [the Son], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God’ (Jn 1:1–2).  After an earthly life of submission and humiliation during the incarnation, Jesus was ready to return to the full glory that awaited Him at the Father’s right hand.  It was time for His coronation, which Paul described in Phil 2:9–11: ‘For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’  Jesus looked beyond the humiliation and suffering in obedience, His death on the cross to the glory that awaited Him upon His return to heaven.  The glory He would receive was rightfully His, both by His divine title (as the second member of the Trinity) and by His perfect submission (since He had submitted to His Father perfectly).  Believers must never lose sight of the glory and honor Christ deserves because of His redemptive work. What He endured on the cross is now the anthem of Christian praise and worship.  And it will be for all of eternity, as believers forever praise the Lamb who was slain (Rev 5:9).  Though the Gospels record His earthly life and ministry—including the agony and suffering of His passion—it must always be remembered that He is no longer on the cross or in the tomb.  He is even now the glorified Son of God, seated at His Father’s right hand in power and glory (Rev 1:13–20; Dan 7:13–14). The joy of seeing and praising Him in triumph awaits all those who love Him (Mt 7:23; 25:41).”


e.  “Jesus is not requesting a reward for His work.  His prayer again moves on a far higher plane, the one already indicated in verses 1 and 2.  By being Himself glorified, Jesus will glorify the Father among men in all future ages.”
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