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
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to reveal; to make known; to declare.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its conclusion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your person/name,” and referring to God the Father.

“and I have made known Your person to them,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular future active indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to reveal, make known, or declare.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The direct object is not stated but implied from the previous statement.  The direct object is “[Your person].”

“and will make known [Your person],”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “the unconditional love.”  This is followed by the adverbial accusative of manner
 from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with which” and referring to the unconditional love just mentioned.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in them” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a tendential or customary present for a state of being that is expected in the near future but not yet taking place.  This is also an aoristic present, which describes a present (expected) state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the unconditional love of God the Father for God the Son may produce the state of being in the disciples.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of future probability, which is brought out in translation by the English auxiliary verb “may.”

“in order that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them,”
 is the combination of the conjunction KAI and the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “and I,” referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in them” and referring to the disciples.
“and I in them.’”
Jn 17:26 corrected translation
“and I have made known Your person to them, and will make known [Your person], in order that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.’”
Explanation:
1.  “and I have made known Your person to them,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these men have known that You sent Me; and I have made known Your person to them, and will make known [Your person], in order that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.’”

b.  Jesus concludes His prayer to the Father by declaring to the Father that He has made known the Father’s person to His disciples.  To translate the word ONOMA by the word “name” here is to miss the point of what our Lord is saying.  Jesus didn’t just tell the disciples that God the Father’s name was God the Father or God Almighty or God the Most High.  They already knew that.  That is no big revelation.  However, what Jesus did do is reveal the character or person of God the Father.

c.  What aspects of the Father’s character did Jesus make known to the disciples?



(1)  The most important aspect of God’s character that Jesus made known was the unconditional love of God the Father for all those to whom He gave life.  After all, He loved them so much He sent His Son to be a propitiation for their sins.



(2)  The Lord also made known the faithfulness of God in doing what He promised long ago to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David and the prophets of Israel—that He would send His Son to live among them and reveal Himself to them.



(3)  The Lord made known the kindness, forgiveness, and thoughtfulness of God in how He dealt with both His friends and enemies.



(4)  The Lord made known the omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence of God in the miracles He performed.



(5)  The Lord made known the truthfulness of the Father in the things He taught to others.


(6)  The Lord made known the eternal life of the Father in the resurrection of Lazarus.



(7)  The Lord made known the sovereignty of the Father in His command of the storm.



(8)  The Lord was about to make known the righteousness and justice of God in the Father’s judgment of Him on the Cross.


d.  The essence and attributes of God were fully demonstrated by the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If the disciples had seen the Son, they had seen the Father.  If they had heard the Son, they had heard the Father.  If they knew the Son, they knew the Father.  Our Lord made the Father known to them by making Himself known to them.  Jn 14:7, “If you have known Me, you will also know My Father; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”
2.  “and will make known [Your person],”

a.  There was more about the person of God the Father that was yet to be revealed to the disciples.  They were yet to see the full manifestation of the righteousness and justice of God the Father in the judgment of Christ on the Cross and His resurrection.  It was right for the Father to judge Jesus on the Cross as our substitute and it was right for the Father to raise Him from the dead.

b.  The disciples were yet to see the full meaning of the eternal life of God the Father given to a person in resurrection.  Not only would the disciples see God’s eternal life in the humanity of Christ, but they would also see the actual fulfillment of the promise of God that He gives eternal life to human beings.  They will see the full manifestation of the faithfulness of God the Father in raising Jesus from the dead.

c.  The power of God the Father would be shown in the resurrection of Jesus, but it would also be shown in His ascension into heaven.  The Father would keep answer the Lord’s request in this prayer,  ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, in order that the Son may glorify You.”

d.  The Lord Jesus Christ had been making known the person of the Father to His disciples for the past three or more years and would continue to do so for the next forty-three days, until His ascension.

3.  “in order that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them,”

a.  Then our Lord states the great and grand purpose for which He has made the Father known to the disciples—in order that the unconditional love which the Father had for the Son may be in the disciples.  

b.  The attribute of God the Father that was of the greatest importance to manifest to the disciples during the first advent of Christ was the unconditional love of God the Father.  This is the whole point of Jn 3:16, “For God [the Father] unconditionally love the world so much…”

c.  The Lord came to earth in the First Advent to show the disciples and the world the unconditional love that the Father has for the Son.  Jn 3:35a; Jn 5:20, “The Father unconditionally loves the Son.”  This unconditional love for the Son is most demonstrated by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  The fact that Jesus came into contact with sin and was judged as the ultimate sinner in place of all humanity did not stop the Father’s unconditional love for His Son.  The Father proved this by raising Him from the dead.


d.  God has a love, which is above all other ‘loves’ that can ever exist.  And this love is the love among the members of the Trinity.  This same love is the love Jesus has for His disciples as well as us.  It is the same love that our Lord wants us to have for one another.


e.  The Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated this love to the disciples on a daily basis, when He praised them, when He reprimanded them, when He challenged them, and when He provided for them.  Everything He did for and to them was a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for those He has created.  Jn 13:1, “Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that His hour had come that He would depart from this world to the Father, having unconditionally loved His own in the world, unconditionally loved them to the end.”

f.  The fact that God’s wants us to have this same love in ourselves in the subject of many New Testament passages.



(1)  Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you unconditionally love one another; just as I have unconditionally loved you, that you also unconditionally love one another.”


(2)  Jn 14:21, “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me; and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father, and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.”


(3)  Jn 15:9-10, “Just as the Father unconditionally loved Me, I also unconditionally loved you; continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love.  If you observe My commandments, you will continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love; just as I have observed My Father’s commandments and continue of live in the sphere of His unconditional love.”


(4)  Jn 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you unconditionally love one another, just as I have unconditionally loved you.”


(5)  Jn 15:17, “I am commanding these things to you, in order that you might unconditionally love one another.”


(6)  Rom 12:10a, “With reference to your brotherly love, [be] devoted to each other;”



(7)  Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for the one who loves the other has fulfilled the Law.”



(8)  Rom 13:10, “This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.  Therefore this love [is] the fulfillment of the Law.”



(9)  1 Cor 13:4-8a, “Unconditional love is patient; unconditional love is kind; is not filled with jealousy or envy, does not behave as a braggart, is not inflated with arrogance, does not behave dishonorably [disgracefully, indecently]; is not self-seeking; does not become irritated; does not count evil [lawlessness, sin, crime] against anyone; does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth; keeps all things confidential, believes all things, has absolute confidence in all things, endures all things.  Unconditional love never becomes invalid.”



(10)  1 Cor 13:13-14:1a, “But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, unconditional love.  But unconditional love [is] the greatest of these.  Keep on pursuing unconditional love.”



(11)  1 Cor 16:14, “Everything concerning you must be done in unconditional love.”



(12)  1 Cor 16:24, “My unconditional-love [is] with all of you in Christ Jesus.”



(13)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not [use] your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”



(14)  Gal 5:22a, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love,…”


(15)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love,”


(16)  Eph 3:17-19, “so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love, in order that you may be completely able to grasp with all the saints what [is] the width and length and height and depth [of love]; that is, to comprehend the love of and for Christ which goes beyond ordinary knowledge, in order that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”


(17)  Eph 4:1-2, “Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty], for the purpose of which you have been called, with all humility and graciousness, with patient endurance tolerating one another by means of unconditional love,”


(18)  Eph 5:1-2a, “Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children, and continue walking in the sphere of unconditional love,”



(19)  Eph 6:23, “[Let there be] harmony among the brethren and unconditional love accompanied by doctrine from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


(20)  Phil 1:9, “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment.”  And many more passages.

4.  “and I in them.’”

a.  The Lord concludes His prayer with one final purpose for making the Father known to the disciples—that the Lord Jesus Christ may be in them.  This is a reference to the indwelling of Christ, which is declared over and over again in the New Testament in the phrases “in Christ,” “in Christ Jesus,” “in Him,” etc.

b.  This statement is related to the similar statements in:



(1)  Jn 14:23, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone unconditionally loves Me, he will obey My teaching; and My Father will unconditionally love him, and We will come to him and make a home with him.”


(2)  Jn 17:23, “I in them and You in Me, in order that they might be made perfect in unity, with the result that the world may know that You sent Me and unconditionally loved them, just as You have unconditionally loved Me.”

c.  Our Lord asked the Father that He might indwell all Church Age believers, and the Father granted this request, as seen in the New Testament passages such as:



(1)  Jn 17:23, “I in them and You in Me, in order that they might be made perfect in unity, with the result that the world may know that You sent Me and unconditionally loved them, just as You have unconditionally loved Me.”


(2)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement [does] the temple of God [have] with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’”



(3)  Rom 8:10, “Now, if Christ [is] in you [and He is],…”



(4)  Jn 6:56, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood begins to live in Me, and I in him.”


(5)  2 Cor 5:21, “The One who did not know sin, He was made sin as a substitute for us, in order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”



(6)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love,”


(7)  Eph 1:10, “for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him;”


(8)  1 Jn 2:5-6, “but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this we come to know that we are in Him.  The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”



(9)  1 Jn 3:24, “In fact, the one who obeys His orders continues residing in Him, and He in him.  Furthermore, by this we know that He resides in us, from the Spirit which He has given to us.”


(10)  1 Jn 4:13, “By this we have come to know that we are residing in Him [Jesus Christ] and He in us, because He has given to us of His Spirit.”



(11)  1 Jn 4:15, “Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God keeps on residing in him and he in God.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “That the love you have for me may be in them means that they may reflect the Father’s love by their love for Jesus and for others.  The prayer thus ends with the request for the indwelling Christ in believers.”


b.  “As this prayer draws to a close, Jesus’ concern becomes quite clear.  He has given the disciples a divine revelation: he has made the name of God known to them (cf. 17:6, 11; cf. also 5:43; 10:25; 12:28). In a time when the Jews had adopted a remote and highly transcendent view of God and likewise had been avoiding the name of God for fear of taking it in vain, Jesus reintroduced the necessity of direct encounter with God and reverently referring to God as Father, not some mysterious unapproachable deity.  But Jesus has also made known to the disciples the nature of God as a caring God of love.  The God of Jesus was actually the same God as the God of the Old Testament who, although he demanded obedience, time after time showed the erring people of Israel his gentle forgiveness and loving kindness and offered comfort to them in their brokenness (Isa 40:1–11).  Now Jesus was coming to the end of his time with them.  The prayer was drawing to a close.  What was left to say?  What impression was to be left?  What was the point?  The world is a hostile place, and the disciples were now to be sent to that world.  With what spirit should they go?  And what would be their model and resource?  Those questions are answered in the concluding words of the prayer, which are both an affirmation and a petition.  The spirit of the disciples was to be that of love, not the love of which the world speaks but the kind of love God had for the Son.  May that kind of love be in us!  Jesus would act in them after the resurrection through the agency of the Paraclete.  That is the reason he breathed on them (Jn 20:22).  Jesus himself through the Spirit would be the focal resource of Christians, even though such a resource may seem foolish and weak to the world.”


c.  “Not only had Jesus perfectly known the Father from all eternity, but He had also made His name known to His followers.  The Lord’s mission was to lead lost sinners into a personal relationship with God (Lk 19:10), which comes only through the knowledge of Him (Jn 17:3; 14:6).  Jesus initially makes the Father known at the moment of salvation, continues to make Him known to believers through the process of sanctification, and finally ushers them into the Father’s heavenly presence at their glorification.  His goal is that even now they might experience the love with which the Father loved Christ.  God’s love is poured out on believers at salvation (Rom 5:5), continues in them as Christ indwells them (Jn 14:23), and is fulfilled perfectly in them in heaven.   Christ’s requests in this the greatest prayer ever prayed may be summed up in seven words. The Lord prayed for believers’ preservation; joy; liberation; sanctification; unification; association; and glorification.”


d.  “The essence of God is love.  Jesus made the Father and His love known to the world by His death.  And the Father made known His love for the Son by raising Him to glory.  Jesus’ purpose in revealing the Father was that Christians would continue to grow in that love (that the Father’s love for the Son may be in them) and to enjoy the personal presence of Jesus in their lives (that I Myself may be in them).  Jesus’ petitions for believers are four: preservation, sanctification, unity, and participation in Jesus’ glory.  This prayer is sure to be answered (Jn 11:42; 1 Jn 5:14).”
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