John 1:1
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
 is the conjunction KAI plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “And I.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “the glory.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  Then we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“And I have given to them the glory which You have given to Me,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”

The present tense is a descriptive and futuristic present, which describes what can potentially begin right now and continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that believers may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and a potential subjunctive.  The potentiality is translated by the English auxiliary verb “may.”
This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” in the sense of “united.”
“in order that they may be united,”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “We.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” in the sense of “united.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are],” since it was already used in the previous clause.
“just as We [are] one;”
Jn 17:22 corrected translation
“And I have given to them the glory which You have given to Me, in order that they may be united, just as We [are] one;”
Explanation:
1.  “And I have given to them the glory which You have given to Me,”

a.  Jesus continues His prayer to the Father by adding that He has given to the disciples the glory which the Father has given to Him.

b.  What was this “glory” that the Father had given to the Lord Jesus Christ, and when was it given?


(1)  This glory cannot refer in any way to the essence of the Lord Jesus Christ as eternal God; for the glory that He has as the glory of God has always existed and could never be given to Him by the Father.  If the Father has given the Lord Jesus His glory as eternal God, then He is neither God nor eternal.  The glory of Jesus Christ as eternal God has always been a part of His eternal essence and cannot be given to Him.



(2)  This glory is something that comes from the Father and is given to the Son.  The word DOXA in the Greek not only means “glory” but also means “honor, esteem, recognition.”



(3)  Therefore, what glory, honor, esteem, or recognition did God the Father give to the Lord Jesus Christ and when did He give it?




(a)  The Father gave the Lord Jesus Christ the glory of a perfect, sinless human body at birth with a perfect soul and perfect human spirit, Heb 10:5, “For this reason, when He comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body You have prepared [created] for Me’;”



(b)  The Father gave glory, honor, and recognition to Jesus at His baptism, Mt 3:17, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”



(c)  The Father gave glory, honor, and recognition to Jesus at His transfiguration, Mt 17:5, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”  2 Pet 1:17, “For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a solemn declaration of such a quality was made to Him by the Magnificent Glory, ‘This is My Son, My Beloved in Whom I am well pleased.’”



(d)  God the Father gave glory to the humanity of Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, when He ascended Him, and when He seated Him at His right hand, 2 Pet 3:18b, “Glory belongs to Him both now and throughout the day of eternity.”  Also Jude 25, “to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord belongs glory, greatness, power and authority, before all the ages and now and throughout all the ages” and many other passages.


(4)  God the Father glorified the person of His Son during His incarnation, giving glory to Him in who and what He was and all that He was doing.  Jesus Christ was glorified every time He performed a miracle and every time He convinced someone to believe in Him.



(5)  Our Lord asked the Father that His incarnate person might be glorified with the Father with the glory that He had prior to being incarnate, Jn 17:5, “And now, Father, glorify Me with Yourself with the glory which I had with You before the world existed.”

c.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ has given to the disciples and us the same glory, honor, esteem and recognition that He has with the Father.


d.  The glory of God refers to the enter essence of God.  The Lord Jesus Christ has given His own righteousness and eternal life to us at salvation.  This two things qualify us to be brought into the glory of eternal heaven and live with God forever in glory.  The humanity of Christ is with the Father forever in righteousness and eternal life.  We will share that same state of being, because the Lord Jesus Christ has given us this glory to be with Him, Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given to Me, may be with Me where I am, in order that they may see My glory, which You have given to Me.”

e.  This glory also refers to the glory of a resurrection body, 1 Cor 15:40, 42-43, “[There are] both celestial bodies and [there are] terrestrial bodies.  But on the one hand the glory of the celestial [is] one kind, but on the other hand the [glory] of the terrestrial [is] a different kind.”  “The resurrection of the dead [is] in this manner also.  It is sown in the state of corruption.  It is raised in a state of immortality.  It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.”

f.  That this glory is given to us is also stated in:



(1)  Rom 8:21, “Because the creation itself also shall be set free from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”


(2)  1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you continue to walk worthy of God, who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”


(3)  2 Thes 2:14, “for which purpose He called you through our gospel to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(4)  2 Tim 2:10, “For this reason, I endure all things because of the elect, in order that they also may experience deliverance which [is] in Christ Jesus associated with eternal glory.”


(5)  Heb 2:10, “For it was right for Him (because of Whom [are] all things and through Whom [are] all things) to bring to completion the originator of their salvation through sufferings, by bringing many sons into glory.”


(6)  1 Pet 5:1, “Therefore, I, the fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and sharer in the about to be revealed glory, encourage the elders among you,”


(7)  1 Pet 1:7, “that the testing of your doctrine, [which doctrine is] more valuable than gold which is passing away but is being tested by fire, might be found to result in commendation and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


(8)  Rom 2:7, “To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.”



(9)  Rom 8:18, “For I conclude that the sufferings of the present time [are] not comparable to the glory which is destined to be revealed for us.”



(10)  Rom 9:23-24a, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected.”



(11)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”



(12)  2 Cor 4:17, “For instance, the temporary insignificance of our affliction is producing for our benefit an eternal fullness of glory beyond all measure and proportion,”



(13)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

2.  “in order that they may be united,”

a.  Then our Lord states the purpose for us being given the glory, which the Father has given to Him.  The Lord wants us to have the same glory, esteem, honor, and recognition that He has in order that we may be united.

b.  All Church Age believers are the ‘Bride of Christ.’  Therefore, all of receive the same recognition, honor, esteem, and glory as the bride.  One part of the bride is not honored while another part is dishonored, is it?  No, of course not.  All of us are in union with Christ.  All of us receive the same glory of being in union with Christ.  All of us have received the same imputation of divine righteous, the same resurrection body, the same eternal life, the same home in heaven, the same eternal existence with Christ.  We all have the same spiritual life, the same eternal security, the same help of the Holy Spirit, the same sealing, and the same word of God.  We have one Lord, one faith, one baptism—being placed into union with Christ.  Therefore, we have the same glory—the glory of all these things our Lord has given to us.  These are the things that unite us.

c.  Our unity glorifies God forever as a rebuke to the disunity created by Satan when he persuaded one-third of the angels to reject God and follow him. 

3.  “just as We [are] one;”

a.  Finally, our Lord asks that we might be united just as He and the Father are united.  This is in no way an exclusion of the Holy Spirit.  The Trinity are one.  They always have been and always will be one in essence and in unity.

b.  To be “one” with another person is to be united in thought, as stated in Phil 2:1-2, “Therefore, if [there is] any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if [there is] any comfort from love [and there is], if [there is] any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is], if [there are] any affections and mercies [and there are], bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”

c.  The unity of the royal family of God (The Church) can be defined as follows:



(1)  The status of being combined with others to form a greater whole.  We have been combined with other believers through the baptism of the Spirit at the moment of salvation.



(2)  The status of being harmonious with other members of the royal family of God through the use of spiritual problem solving devices such as unconditional love for others, forgiveness of others, and being occupied with Christ.



(3)  The state of being complete, which means believers executing the plan of God and becoming mature.  Mature believers provide a tremendous amount of toleration among believers.



(4)  Complete accord among believers regarding divine viewpoint through the accurate teaching of word of God.  This doesn’t mean we agree with each other about everything; far from it.  But it does mean there is a general consensus about divine viewpoint in these areas among mature believers.



(5)  Complete unanimity among believers regarding mental attitudes, motivations, decisions, and actions related to the plan of God.  The absence of fragmentation, the absence of judging, bickering, slandering, gossiping, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, anger, revenge motivation and function, vindictiveness, violence, hypersensitivity, self-pity, guilt, and implacability.



(6)  The two great enemies of unity among the members of the body of Christ (which always bring fragmentation) are ignorance of doctrine and living in perpetual carnality in Satan’s cosmic system.



(7)  Another enemy of unity among believers is wrong emphasis.  The present trend of Christianity is to emphasize relationship with people over relationship with God, or to assume that a good relationship with people means a good relationship with God.  Both are false.


d.  The key to unity among believers is accurate teaching of Bible doctrine by qualified pastor-teachers and positive response to it.  A qualified teacher of Bible doctrine is  a male believer who has the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, has the proper preparation for the function of his spiritual gift, meaning a thorough exposure to all phases of Biblical systematic theology.  That is minimal.  Unprepared pastors must depend on someone else for isagogics and exegesis.  Both unprepared pastors and evangelists must have their own pastor-teacher.  The gift of evangelism demands that the man has a pastor-teacher.  The evangelist must get most of his information from his pastor-teacher through non-face-to-face teaching if he’s on the road.  God always provides the right pastor for positive volition.  God never denies doctrinal teaching to positive believers who cannot or do not assemble with other believers.  If a pastor is not prepared in the original languages, he must also have a pastor who feeds him exegesis constantly.  2 Tim 2:15 commands the pastor: “Be diligent to present yourself approved of God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed [of his message], handling accurately the Word of truth.”  Even though a pastor teaches correct, accurate doctrine in a local church, the Church can still fragment as the church in Corinth did after Paul left the area and Apollos went there.  However, the key to unity in a local church is still the correct, consistent, accurate teaching of the word of God, in spite of satanic attacks to split the local church.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The meaning of this text has created a good deal of debate.  Although the meaning is not totally clear here and commentators have struggled to make sense of the words, several ideas seem to be fairly certain.  The disciples’ glory must be understood as derivative of the glory of the Godhead.  This glory is not something innate in them.  That is the reason the petition continues to assert that ‘they may be one as we are one.’  Moreover, Morris is probably correct in pointing to the contrast of the little band that seemed insignificant to the world; yet in following the pattern of the cross, which Jesus continually holds up as the way to glory, the disciples would in their humility find the reality of Jesus’ gift of glory.  This verse would seem, therefore, to be  forward looking in its meaning and include not merely the early disciples but also later Christians who were to come after them.  John, therefore, saw in these words of Jesus the great post resurrection perspective that has been evident throughout the Gospel.”


b.  “Though not to the same infinite divine extent, the spiritual life and power that belongs to the Trinity belongs also in some way to believers and is the basis for the church’s unity.  This is what the Lord meant when He said these words.  That stunning truth describes believers as those to whom the Son has given glory—that is, aspects of the very divine life that belongs to God.”


c.  “The glory which Christ gave the church may refer to the glory of the Cross.  As the church received and pondered the significance of Jesus’ atoning work, it would be united in God’s purposes and redemptive plan.”
  It seems to me that Walvoord just didn’t know what to say about this verse.  His comment really misses the point.

d.  “There is every reason why believers should love one another and live in unity.  We trust the same Savior and share the same glory.  We will one day enjoy the same heaven!  We belong to the same Father and seek to do the same work, witnessing to a lost world that Jesus Christ alone saves from sin.  We believe the same truth, even though we may have different views of minor doctrinal matters; and we follow the same example that Jesus set for His people, to live a holy life.  Yes, believers do have their differences; but we have much more in common, and this should encourage us to love one another and promote true spiritual unity.”


e.  Gaebelein makes a wonderful comment on this verse, which follows:
“There is no difficulty whatever connected with this saying of our Lord.  The gift of His glory was spoken in anticipation of His resurrection.  In resurrection the Father rewarded Him for His faithful work.  This is the demand of the righteousness of God.  His ever blessed Son came to earth, glorified Him in His holy life, and finally glorified Him in His death on the cross, in which He vindicated the holy character of God and satisfied His righteousness in behalf of lost sinners. This demanded a reward.  The reward is that God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory.   This acquired glory it is which He gives to His own.  The Son of God came to die for our sins and when He died as our substitute He took upon Himself all which we deserved as guilty sinners-Jesus paid it all.  Then God, because He did this work, righteously rewarded Him, because He and He alone deserves a reward.  This reward consists in glory.  Then our loving Lord gives the glory He deserves and He received to all those who belong to Him.  He makes His own sharers of His acquired glory.  It is not difficult to find the acquired glory of our Lord in the New Testament.  It is sevenfold.

(1)  He received in resurrection the glory of sonship, inasmuch as He is the First begotten from among the dead.  We share this sonship with Him and are sons of God in Him.

(2)  Then God made Him the heir of all things (Heb 1:2).  To make redeemed humanity sharers of all things, God made Him heir of all things as the head of the new creation.  And we are heirs of God and fellow-heirs of Christ.

(3)  God gave Him a glorious place for a reward.  He seated Him at His own right hand.   In Him we are seated in the heavenly places of Christ Jesus.

(4)  He received as His reward a glorious name, ‘the name which is above every other name.’  And it is written ‘And I will write upon him My new name’ (Rev 3:12).


(5)  He received the glory of Priesthood, being constituted a priest after the order of Melchizedek.  And we are priests with Him.

(6)  He is made King of kings and God will give Him the promised kingdom. The throne over all the earth is His and the nations will yet be His inheritance.  His own are to reign and rule with Him.

(7)  Finally He received the glory of Judgeship.  All judgment is committed to Him. This also His own will share with Him, for it is written ‘Do you not know that the Saints shall judge the world?  Know you not that we shall judge angels?’ (1 Cor 6:1, 3).  Such are His acquired glories and our participation in them.”
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