John 1:1
John 17:20


 is the negative OU, meaning “not,” followed by the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “for their benefit” or “on behalf of these.”  Then we have the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adverb manner or degree MONOS, meaning “alone.”

“Now I am not asking on behalf of these alone,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the adjunctive/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”  The preposition with the genitive of advantage means “on behalf of.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action as a timeless fact.  It includes those who believe right now, but also those who have believed in the past and those who will believe in the future.  But the emphasis is on those who believe in the future during the ministries of the disciples.

The active voice indicates that people have, are, and will produce the action of believing in Jesus.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means
 from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “through their message” and referring to the message of the gospel.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.
“but also on behalf of those who believe in Me through their message,”
Jn 17:20 corrected translation
“Now I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also on behalf of those who believe in Me through their message,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now I am not asking on behalf of these alone,”

a.  The Lord continues His prayer and switches to a new topic (the switch being indicated by the transitional use of the conjunction DE, translated “Now.”  The change in topic involves the inclusion of all other believers of the Church Age in this prayer.

b.  Jesus tells the Father for the benefit of the disciples listening to Him that He is not asking on behalf of the eleven disciples alone.  There are more believers in need of the things asked for in this prayer than just the eleven.  There are also those who are already believers (for example, the 120 believers that will be filled with the Spirit in Jerusalem on Pentecost, Acts 1:15, and the 3000 people who believed after hearing the message of Peter, Acts 2:41).

c.  The Lord was asking on behalf of all those who had already believed in Him during the last three years, like the people in Samaria, the people across the Jordan, the people in Galilee, Lazarus and his sisters, and those He had healed.

2.  “but also on behalf of those who believe in Me through their message,”

a.  The additional believers are now mentioned.  Our Lord also prayed on behalf of those who would believe in Him in the future through the message of the gospel delivered by the disciples.  This included thousands upon thousands of believers down to the present day, who are still believing in Christ through the words of Matthew, Mark (Peter), Luke (Paul), and John.

b.  The implication here is that the disciples would have a message, and that message is the message of the gospel—the story of who Jesus is and what He did for us to save us from our sins; the story of how much God loves us and all He did for us that we might have eternal life and live with Him and those we love.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ was praying for every believer that existed in Him at that moment and every person who would believe in Him in the future.  The Lord Jesus Christ is still praying on our behalf at the right hand of the Father according to Rom 8:27, “Moreover He [the Lord Jesus Christ], who keeps on searching the hearts, knows what the thinking of the Spirit [is], so that according to God’s will He makes intercession in behalf of the saints.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “So far Jesus had concentrated on those whom he had taught, but he then switched to those who would believe through the disciples’ testimony.”


b.  “The thrust of Jesus’ prayer is that disciples are to communicate the saving message to those who would come after them.  The good news was not intended to be held exclusively by the first disciples.  It was to be shared with succeeding generations of disciples.  The prayer therefore is also a mandate to mission and to making new disciples.”


c.  “The opening words of verse 20 introduce the third thing for which Christ said He was not praying.  In verse 9 He made it clear that He was not interceding on behalf of the unbelieving world, while in verse 15 He said that He was not asking for the disciples to be removed from the world.  His words introduce another group distinct from the then-living disciples for whom He had just prayed.  Jesus looked ahead through the centuries and prayed for all the believers who were to come in the future.  Although the vast majority had not yet been born, they nevertheless were and had been for eternity on the heart of the Savior.  He knew them all, since their names have ‘been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life’ (Rev 13:8; 3:5; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; Phil 4:3).  Christ’s intercession for us, which began with this prayer 2,000 years ago, continues to this day, ‘since He always lives to make intercession for [us]’ (Heb 7:25).  Jesus further identified these future believers as those who would believe in Him, reminding all again that salvation comes through faith alone.  The Lord’s reference to believing in Him again preserves the biblical balance concerning salvation.  On the one hand, only those given by the Father to Christ will come to Him.  But on the other hand, their salvation does not take place apart from personal faith (Rom 10:9–10).  In much the same way, the reality that the Lord will draw those whom He chooses to Himself does not obviate the church’s responsibility to evangelize the lost.  The apostles and their associates were the human authors of the New Testament, therefore all who would be saved in the future would come to Christ through their word.  Some would hear that message directly from the apostles’ own preaching.  Most, however, would hear the apostolic message through the written Word of their Spirit-inspired writings.  The early church was reading the truths of Scripture when reading ‘the apostles’ teaching’ (Acts 2:42; cf. Jude 17).  Through the centuries all who have preached the true gospel have preached the apostles’ word.  The disciples at that point hardly seemed ready to turn the world upside down.  But Christ’s prayer ensures that the apostles’ ministry would be successful.  In His omniscience, Jesus knew that they would fulfill their role in redemptive history.  The gospel would prevail, despite the apostles’ weakness, the world’s hatred, and Satan’s opposition.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, those early disciples would begin the chain of witnesses that continues unbroken down to the present day (2 Tim 2:2).  All of the church’s evangelistic success is the result of the Lord’s request for those who would believe in the future.  This request guaranteed the successful establishment of the Church, and the success of its evangelistic ministry from apostolic times to the present (Mt 16:18).”


d.  “The final portion of Jesus’ prayer was for future believers who would come to Him through the message of the apostles.  In the Church Age all Christians have come to Christ directly or indirectly through the apostles’ witness.  Jesus knew His mission would succeed.  He would die and be raised, He would send forth the Spirit, the apostles would preach, people would be converted, and the Church would be formed.”
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