John 1:1
John 17:2


 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as; just as; or even as.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action with emphasis on its completion or conclusion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “authority.”  This is followed by the genitive of subordination (‘the genitive substantive specifies that which is subordinated to or under the dominion of the head noun’ Jam 2:13; Rev 3:14; 16:5)
 from the feminine singular adjective PAS and noun SARX, meaning “over all flesh.”
“just as You have given to Him authority over all flesh,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”  Then we have the double accusative of the person from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all,” followed by the accusative neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “that, which.”  “The singular appears where one would naturally look for a plural.  A neuter singular as an abstract expression may sum up the whole mass.  Thus  in Jn 6:37 refers to believers; also Jn 17:2.”
  This is followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Son of God will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of future purpose.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “may.”

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the “all that.”  Finally, we have the double accusative of the thing from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”

“in order that all that You have given to Him, He may give eternal life.”
Jn 17:2 corrected translation
“just as You have given to Him authority over all flesh, in order that all that You have given to Him, He may give eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “just as You have given to Him authority over all flesh,”

a.  This verse continues the sentence begun in verse one.  The complete sentence now reads: “He said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, in order that the Son may glorify You, just as You have given to Him authority over all flesh, in order that all that You have given to Him, He may give eternal life.”

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ asks God the Father to glorify Him just as or in the same manner as the Father has given the Lord authority over all flesh.  As eternal God who created all flesh, the Lord Jesus Christ has always had authority over all flesh.  However, God the Father at some point (the incarnation of Jesus?) not declared in Scripture also gave authority to the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union to have authority over all human beings.


c.  The giving of this authority over all other human beings has been mentioned already in Jn 5:26-27, “For just as the Father has life in Himself, so also He gave to the Son to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”  This verse doesn’t say directly but implies that when God the Father gave human life to the humanity of Christ (‘He gave to the Son to have life in Himself’) at the same time the Father ‘gave Him authority to execute judgment’; that is, to have authority over all flesh.  Compare also Jn 3:35, “The Father unconditionally loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.”

d.  The Lord’s authority over all flesh is also mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 11:27a, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father;”  Also Lk 10:22.


(2)  Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”


(3)  Rev 2:28a, “as I have indeed received [authority] from My Father.”


(4)  Heb 2:8, “‘You have subordinated all things under His [Jesus Christ’s] feet.’  For when subjecting all things, He omitted nothing as not made subject to Him.  But now we do not yet see all things having been subjected to Him.”


e.  Having authority over all physical life glorified the deity of the Son of God in human history prior to the incarnation of Christ.  Having authority over all physical life glorifies the humanity of Christ during the incarnation.  Now Jesus is asking the Father that He might have the same authority over all physical life after His resurrection, which will again glorify the Son, and so that the Son may use that authority to glorify the Father.

2.  “in order that all that You have given to Him, He may give eternal life.”

a.  The Lord then states the reason and purpose for which He requests this authority over all physical life.  He wants this authority after His resurrection in order that He may give eternal life to those who believe (or have believed or will believe) in Him.  This giving of eternal life to those who believe in Christ will not only glorify the resurrected Christ, but ultimately glorify God the Father.

b.  The giving of eternal life to those who believe in God’s love for them by believing in Jesus glorifies the love of God, who gives the eternal life.  Eternal life is given to creatures because of the perfect love of God toward all His creatures.  God loves ‘the world’ so much that He has promised eternal life to anyone and everyone who believes in Christ.  The demonstration of that love is the giving of eternal life.  The Lord Jesus Christ seeks to glorify the love of God the Father; that is, the thing that Jesus loves most about the Father—His incomparable love for others.

c.  Therefore, God the Son wants to give eternal life to all those peoples regardless of race, culture, social status, or any other factor who have believed in Him.  God the Father has given all these believers to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Lord wants the authority to give eternal life to them.  This request will be (and has been) granted by the Father to the resurrected humanity of Christ, so that our Lord will be able to give eternal life to every member of the human race that has ever believed in Him.  For the members of the Church this has been described by Paul in two great passages of Scripture:


(1)  1 Thes 4:14-17, “For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.  For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”



(2)  1 Cor 15:51-54, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”

d.  God the Father has given all those who believe in Christ to Him as His very own possession.  God the Son owns us and loves us as His own, just as the Father loves the Son as His very own son.  The Lord Jesus Christ loves us and has promised to give us eternal life in a resurrection body just as He has.  He has also promised that we would be with Him forever.  The disciples have now heard the Lord tell them that He is going back to God the Father to prepare a place for them that they may be with Him forever.  Now they know that they will have eternal life as a part of that process.  God the Father is indeed being glorified through God the Son.  What glorifies the Son glorifies the Father (“I and the Father are one,” Jn 10:30).
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The passages where eternal life is said to be given to the believer are: the passages where aionios (αἰονιος) is used in connection with the life given the believer; Mk 10:17, 30; Lk 10:25, 18:18, 30; Jn 3:15, 16, 36, 4:14, 36, 5:24, 39, 6:27, 40, 47, 54, 68, 10:28, 12:25, 50, 17:2, 3; Acts 13:46, 48; Rom 2:7, 5:21, 6:22, 23; 2 Cor 4:17, 18; 5:1; Gal 6:8; 1 Tim 1:16, 6:12; 2 Tim 2:10; Tit 1:2, 3:7; Heb 5:9, 9:12; 1 Pet 5:10; 1 Jn 1:2, 2:25, 3:15, 5:11, 13, 20; Jude 21.”


b.  “This glorification of the Father includes in it the elevation of the Son to glory and power, where he is head over all things.  Here authority has especially in view the granting of eternal life, on the basis of Christ’s finished work.  The beneficiaries are described as those whom the Father has given to the Son.  This is the description of the disciples which recurs most often throughout the prayer (verses 6, 9, 11, 12, 24).”


c.  “Here the chief thrust is the mutual glorification of Father and Son.  Earlier in the gospel the authority vested in the Son by the Father is mentioned, and it is repeated here.  The purpose is said to be the bestowing of eternal life to those given to him.”


d.  “In keeping with God’s eternal plan of salvation, the Son was given authority over all flesh (mankind) to grant eternal life to all those whom the Father had given Him.  That authority, being granted to Him by His Father, was made possible through [His victory on] the cross.  In dying for the sins of those who would believe in Him, He was given the right to grant eternal life to them.  ‘Jesus…anticipates his exalted, authoritative position subsequent to his crucifixion and resurrection. This authority enables him to bestow eternal life on all those whom God has given to him (Jn 6:39–40).  (Andreas Köstenberger, John, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004], 486)’.  Though His authority extends over all creation, it is clear that redemption applies only to those who have been chosen for Him by the Father. Only those whom the Father has given Him (Acts 13:48; Rom 8:29–30; Eph 1:4–5; 2 Thes 2:13; Tit 1:1; 1 Pet 1:1–2) will receive eternal life.  Christ’s authority to grant them that life is another aspect of His victory over the world through His death.  That Jesus Christ is the source of eternal life is a central theme of John’s gospel (Jn 3:15–16, 36; 4:14; 5:21, 24, 40; 6:27, 33, 35, 40, 47, 48, 51, 54, 68; 10:10, 28; 11:25; 14:6 and the apostle’s purpose statement for writing his gospel in 20:31), and one he reiterates in his first epistle (1 Jn 5:20).  Throughout His ministry, Christ manifested the divine authority His Father had given Him in a multitude of ways.  His teaching was characterized by divine authority; as were His healings, exorcisms, and other miracles.  He claimed the right to violate traditional Jewish customs, to cleanse the temple, to forgive sins and offer salvation in His own name, to receive worship from others, and even to judge the world.  It was because His authority clashed with that of the Jewish religious leaders that they were so often angered by Him, and ultimately plotted His death.  His death, too, was under His own authority.  As He declared in Jn 10:17–18, ‘For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father.’  As the time of His crucifixion approached, Jesus did not relinquish the authority that His Father had given to Him.  Rather, He anticipated the full authority He would have as a result of the cross.  Following His resurrection, He knew that He would ascend to heaven where His Father would seat ‘Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He [would] put all things in subjection under His feet, and [would give] Him as head over all things to the church’ (Eph 1:20–22).  The fact that Jesus Christ alone was given the authority to grant eternal life, through His death on the cross, also underscores the exclusivity of the gospel message.  It is only through Him that eternal life can be received.  As Jesus had said earlier that evening, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me’ (Jn 14:6).  Though many may claim to offer eternal life (Mt 7:13–14; 24:5), only the Son has actually been given the authority to grant it.  As John the Baptist explained, ‘The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.’ (Jn 3:35).”


e.  “The Father has ordained the rule of the Son over the earth (Ps 2).  So the Son has the authority to judge (Jn 5:27), to take up His life (Jn 10:18), and to give eternal life to all those whom the Father gave Him.  Five times in this prayer Jesus referred to His own as those the Father gave Him (17:2, 6 [twice], 9, 24).”


f.  “The word give is used in one form or another in this prayer at least seventeen times. Seven times Jesus states that believers are the Father’s gift to His Son (Jn 17:2, 6, 9, 11–12, 24).  We are accustomed to thinking of Jesus as the Father’s love gift to us (Jn 3:16), but the Lord affirms that believers are the Father’s ‘love gift’ to His beloved Son!  Eternal life is God’s free gift to those who believe on His Son.  The Father gave His Son the authority to give eternal life to those whom the Father gave to the Son.  From the human viewpoint, we receive the gift of eternal life when we believe on Jesus Christ.  But from the divine viewpoint, we have already been given to the Son in divine election.”
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