John 1:1
John 17:19


 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In addition,” followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning for their benefit; on behalf of them; for their sakes; or simply for them.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb HAGIAZW, which means “to sanctify; to set apart as holy; to make holy.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past at the incarnation of Christ and has continued throughout His first advent by His impeccability.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has and is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, meaning “Myself.”

“In addition, I sanctify Myself for their benefit,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause, meaning “in order that.”  Then we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what is proposed, but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that believers may receive the action (this verb is part of a perfect passive periphrastic construction).


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

With this we have the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb HAGIAZW, which means “to be sanctified, made holy, or set apart as holy.”

The perfect tense is a futuristic perfect, which can refer to a state resulting from an antecedent action that is future from the time of speaking.”
 


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action.


The participle is complementary, completing the periphrastic construction.

With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Some exegetes regard the use of AUTOS here as reflexive, translating it “themselves.”  However, John consistently uses AUTOS as a personal pronoun.  The meaning of the verse is the same either way.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative/dative/instrumental of the noun ALĒTHEIA with several possible meanings.
The less likely meanings include:

the locative of sphere, meaning “in the sphere of the truth,”
the dative of reference, meaning “with reference to the truth,”

the instrumental of cause, meaning “because of the truth.”

The more likely meanings include:

the dative of rule, meaning “in accordance with the truth,”

the instrumental of means, meaning “by means of or through the truth.”

Some exegetes treat this prepositional phrase like an adverb, meaning “truly” with the resultant idea being: “in order that they also may be truly sanctified.”  The problem with this is that we are either sanctified by God or we are not.  God doesn’t less-than-truly sanctify us at some point and then “truly” sanctify us at some later point.  This way of translating makes God arbitrary and capricious.  If John wanted to say truly, he could have simply used the adverb ALĒTHWS (meaning “truly”) instead of the more complicated prepositional phrase EN ALĒTHEIAI.  “‘Truly’ would be out of place after the perfect participle with its perfective sense; for this participle denotes a completed state of sanctification.  Can there be two such states, one ‘truly’ and in reality such, and one not ‘truly’ such?”
  The answer to Lenski’s rhetorical question is, “No, of course not!”
“in order that they also may be sanctified in accordance with the truth.”
Jn 17:19 corrected translation
“In addition, I sanctify Myself for their benefit, in order that they also may be sanctified in accordance with the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition, I sanctify Myself for their benefit,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ adds another important statement to His prayer—He sets Himself apart for a special purpose to serve God the Father for the benefit of the disciples and all believers.  The verb “to sanctify” does not just mean “to make holy.”  The Lord Jesus Christ could not be “made holy;” He was holy.  There never was a time when He was not holy.  Therefore, another meaning for the verb “to sanctify” is meant here.  That other meaning is “to set apart to God for a special purpose.”  For example, the tribe of Levi was set apart from all other Jews to serve God in a special priesthood.  The Church is set apart to God as a universal priesthood as ambassadors for Christ.  The word “their” refers to the disciples and by extension all believers.

b.  Here our Lord says that He is setting Himself apart for a special purpose.  That special purpose was designed and planned by God the Father.  The humanity of Christ is set apart by the Father to bear the sins of the world in His body and be judged as a substitute for us.  This is clearly for our benefit and not for our Lord’s benefit.

c.  Another way of looking at this is that the humanity of Christ kept Himself sinless or impeccable as the qualification for going to the Cross.  He remained sinless for our benefit.  Actually both ideas are one and the same purpose of the Father for the incarnate Christ.  Our Lord had to keep from sinning in order to be qualified to fulfill the purpose of the Cross.  The Lord Jesus Christ kept Himself sinless for our benefit, so that He could bear our sins and be judged for them.  He set Himself apart in God’s plan for this very purpose.

d.  The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes what began in the past at the incarnation of Christ and has continued throughout His first advent by His impeccability.

2.  “in order that they also may be sanctified in accordance with the truth.”

a.  Jesus then explains why He set Himself apart for the special purpose of the Cross.  He did so for a very special purpose related to the disciples and us.  That purpose is that we also may be set apart unto God the Father for special service.  Our special service is to represent the Lord Jesus Christ on earth and declare the message of the gospel to all peoples, languages, nations, etc.

b.  The phrase “in the truth” refers to the message of the gospel, which is the central truth in the gospel of John.  We are set apart for God’s special purpose in accordance with the truth of the gospel.  We are set apart or sanctified at salvation by believing the truth of the gospel.  We are set apart or sanctified in our spiritual life in accordance with the statements of the word of God.  The difficult to interpret prepositional phrase EN plus the locative/dative/instrumental case of the noun ALĒTHEIA with several possible meanings: “in the sphere of the truth,” “with reference to the truth,” “because of the truth,” “in accordance with the truth,” or “by means of or through the truth.”  We are set apart in the sphere of the word of God at salvation and throughout our spiritual life.  We are set apart with reference to the word of God at salvation and throughout our spiritual life.  We are set apart in accordance with the word of God at salvation and throughout our spiritual life.  And we are set apart by means of the word of God at salvation and throughout our spiritual life.  All of these are true to one degree or another, and are saying the same basic thought.  The word of God is what sets us apart to God for special service.  It does so at our salvation and does so throughout our spiritual life.

c.  When we believe the word of God to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, we are set apart to be ambassadors for Christ, to be a royal priest, and to be a blessing to others by association.  When we learn and apply the word of God to our experience in life as believers, we are set apart in the spiritual life to testify for God in the angelic conflict, be ambassadors for Christ, represent ourselves to God as royal priests, and be a blessing to others associated with us.  Without our Lord doing what He did for us on the Cross, we would not be able to do anything for God the Father in His plan for us.

d.  Notice that the Lord Jesus Christ sanctifies Himself, while we have to be sanctified by someone else, namely, God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  Acts 2:4, “And then everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak with different languages, as the Spirit was causing them to speak out.”


(2)  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”


(3)  Acts 4:31, “And then when they had finished praying, the place was shaken where they had gathered together, and everybody was filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with confidence.”


(4)  Acts 5:32, “In fact we are witnesses of these things in addition to the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.’”


(5)  Acts 6:5, “And the statement pleased the whole congregation; and so they selected Stephen, a man full of doctrine and the Holy Spirit,”



(6)  Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”



(7)  Rom 15:16, “in order that I might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, in order that the offering consisting of the Gentiles might become acceptable, having been sanctified by the agency of the Holy Spirit.”



(8)  1 Cor 6:19, “Or do you not understand that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, Whom you have from God and you are not your own?”



(9)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love,”


(10)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin] before Him.”



(11)  2 Tim 1:9, “the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,”


(12)  Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge],”



(13)  1 Pet 1:14-16, “As children of obedience, stop being guided by the former lusts in your ignorance, but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct, because it stands written, ‘Be holy ones, because I am holy.’”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When our Lord sanctifies Himself, He sets Himself apart for God as the Sacrifice for sin Jn 17:19; Heb 10:7).”


b.  “The Lord Jesus devoting Himself to the redemption of His people, Jn 17:19.”


c.  Jesus sanctifies Himself “to His holy ministry to which the Father ‘sanctified’ Him (Jn 10:36).”


d.  “This subsection of the disciples’ preparation for mission concludes with a statement that for some readers may seem to be quite shocking in its implication.  They may ask, ‘How can the Son of God who is holy sanctify himself?’  But such a question is, in fact, misconceived.  Here ‘I sanctify/consecrate myself’ is to be understood as an act of committing Himself to the holy will of the Father and in dedicating Himself to Calvary.  In this sense to consecrate Himself meant to be set aside for God’s special purpose.  Consecration is also identified in the Torah with sacrifice (Dt 15:19), a sacrifice that usually implied the death of the offering.  In consecrating Himself, Jesus modeled for his disciples what is meant to be both alien from the world and yet committed to a mission in and to the world, even to the point of death.  To follow the way of the Lord and die as the ultimate sacrifice for the salvation of humanity was Jesus’ mission.  The disciples were likewise called to a mission of not only proclaiming this truth but also of living and dying for this truth in their own consecrations.  For Jesus holiness/set-apartness to the point of personal sacrifice was the key to an effective mission in a hostile world.  That example is not passé today.  John has beautifully brought together the model of how Jesus handled hostility in his own life and Jesus’ strategic concerns for the disciples’ protection and holiness in their preparation for ministry.”


e.  “No salvation would even be possible, if it were not for the sacrificial death of the Son.  The Lord returned to that thought in verse 19, acknowledging that what He was about to endure at the cross would make salvation possible both for the eleven and for those who would be saved through their extended ministries.  For the disciples’ sakes Jesus would sanctify Himself; that is, He would set Himself apart to righteously obey the Father’s will by dying on the cross.  It was only because He atoned for their sins that they themselves also would be sanctified in truth (Heb 10:10; 13:12).”


f.  “For the benefit of the disciples, Jesus sanctified Himself.  In what sense did Jesus need to sanctify Himself?  Was He not already set apart to God and distinct from the world?  Yes, but this sanctification refers to His being separated and dedicated to His death.  And the purpose of His death was that they too may be truly sanctified.  The words ‘truly sanctified’ are literally ‘sanctified in truth’.  This probably means that God’s truth is the means of sanctification.   The purpose of the death of Christ is to dedicate or separate believers to God and His program.”


g.  “For the entrance upon this heavenly mission Jesus now sanctifies himself by voluntarily entering his sacrificial and atoning death.  But for this act of his, for which no one can set him apart, for which he himself must give himself freely, of his own accord, no sanctification and no mission of the disciples could be possible.  The sanctification of Jesus for his heavenly mission is to make possible the sanctification of the disciples.  Jesus does not say that in like manner they may be sanctified.  That would be impossible, granting even their lesser task. They are only to receive sanctification by a gift from the Father.  And this gift to them is to proceed from what Jesus now does for them.  Yet they, too, are to be set apart for a mission.  Out of the one sanctification the other is to proceed.”
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