John 1:1
John 17:17


 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb HAGIAZW, which means “to sanctify, set apart as holy, or to make holy; to purify.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that God the Father is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.  It is a request, not a demand.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the disciples (and by extension all Church Age believers).  This is followed by the preposition EN plus a number of possibilities with the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  The possibilities for the preposition are:
(1)  The locative of sphere, meaning “in the sphere of the truth.”  Lenski supports this meaning.
(2)  The instrumental of means, meaning “by means of the truth.”

(3)  The instrumental of cause, meaning “because of the truth.”

(4)  The instrumental of manner, meaning “with the truth.”

(5)  The instrumental of association, meaning “in association with the truth.”

(6)  The instrumental of agency, meaning “by agency of the truth.”  Godet supports this meaning.
Because of the many correct possibilities here most translators use the generic phrase “in the truth.”  Believers are set apart as holy by means of the truth; that is, by means of the message of the gospel and the teaching of the word of God.  We believe the message of the gospel (the truth)  and God credits that belief to us as righteousness.  And because He can declare us as righteous, He can set us apart as holy or sanctify us.  Then God the Holy Spirit teaches us the word of God and that sanctifies us experientially as we live the spiritual life in fellowship with God.
“Sanctify them by means of the truth;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the article and second person masculine singular adjective SOS, meaning “Your word, message, teaching, etc.”  God’s “word” here is both His message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ; that is, the message of the gospel as well as the entire teaching of the word of God; that is, Bible doctrine.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “truth.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a state of being that is a perpetually existing fact.


The active voice indicates that God’s word, message, teaching produces the state of being truth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Your word is truth.”
Jn 17:17 corrected translation
“Sanctify them by means of the truth; Your word is truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Sanctify them by means of the truth;”

a.  Jesus continues His prayer to God the Father by asking for something for the disciples (and by extension all believers).  The Lord asks the Father to sanctify these men (and all believers).  What does it mean to sanctify someone or something?  Sanctification is the act of God in setting apart something for a special purpose to God.  It is the act of God making or considering something to be holy.


(1)  “Sanctification is used of separation to God, and the course of life befitting those so separated.  Sanctification is that relationship with God into which men enter by faith in Christ.  Sanctification is also used in N.T. of the separation of the believer from evil things and ways.  This sanctification is God’s will for the believer, 1 Thes 4:3, and His purpose in calling him by the gospel, 1 Thes 7:7; it must be learned from God as He teaches it by His Word, Jn 17:17, 19; Ps 17:4; 119:9, and it must be pursued by the believer, earnestly and undeviatingly, 1 Tim 2:15; Heb 12:14.  The holy character (1 Thes 3:13) cannot be transferred or imputed, it is an individual possession, built up, little by little, as the result of obedience to the Word of God, and of following the example of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the Agent in sanctification, Rom 15:16; 2 Thes 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2; 1 Cor. 6:11.”
  Beasley-Murray defines sanctification as being dedicated to the service of God.



(2)  NT statements regarding the sanctification of the believer are:




(a)  Eph 5:25-27, “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her, in order that He might sanctify her, after having cleansed [her] by means of the washing produced by the water with the word [the message of the gospel], in order that He might present a glorious Church to himself, having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil], but that she should be holy and blameless.”  This is a reference to positional sanctification, which occurs at the moment of salvation.




(b)  Rom 6:19, “(I am using a human illustration [slavery] because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”  This is a reference to experiential sanctification, which occurs when a believer lives the spiritual life in fellowship with God.




(c)  Rom 6:22, “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”  This is a reference to ultimate sanctification, which occurs when we receive our resurrection body and eternal life.




(d)  1 Cor 1:30, “But because of Him you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God, both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption,”




(e)  1 Thes 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality,”  This is another reference to experiential sanctification.  Compare also 1 Thes 4:7, “For God has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.”




(f)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”




(g)  2 Thes 2:13, “Now we are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, loved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation by means of the sanctification from the Spirit and belief in the truth [the word of God],”



(h)  1 Tim 2:15, “However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.), if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love; that is, [experiential] sanctification associated with stability of mind [good judgment, self-control].”




(i)  Heb 12:14, “Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue experiential] sanctification, without which [sanctification] no one will see the Lord,”



(j)  1 Pet 1:1-2, “Peter, the apostle of Jesus Christ…according to the predestination of God the Father because of the sanctification from the Spirit resulting in obedience, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”

b.  Believers are set apart as holy by means of the truth and by the agency of the Holy Spirit; that is, by means of the message of the gospel.  We believe the message of the gospel (the truth) and God credits that belief to us as righteousness.  Then God the Holy Spirit sanctifies us at the moment we believe in Christ.   This is called positional sanctification, which includes our being entered into union with Christ.  Another term used in theology for this is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  And because God can declare us as righteous, He can set us apart as holy or sanctify us.

c.  The message of the gospel sanctifies us at the moment of salvation.  The message of the word of God sanctifies us experientially in our spiritual life.  The Lord Jesus is not asking that these men be sanctified at salvation, since they are already believers and this has already occurred.  Rather, the Lord is asking that God the Father sanctify these believers experientially through their understanding, belief in, and application of the word of God in their spiritual lives.

2.  “Your word is truth.”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ then makes a declaration for the benefit of the men listening to Him.  He declares that the word of God is truth.  Not just any truth, but absolute, divine truth.

b.  The word of God is the contents of the Scripture, both old and new testaments.  The word of God or the Scripture is absolute truth.  It is the only real, absolute, and eternal truth that exists.  All of man’s truth is relative and temporary; for it will all end with the creation of a new heavens and new earth.

c.  The absolute truth of God’s word makes us holy in our daily experience with God and others.  We learn the truth and then live the truth of God’s word, which sanctifies us experientially.  Positional sanctification occurs in an instant at the moment of salvation and can never be undone by anything we do thereafter.  Experiential sanctification is the development of the believer’s spiritual growth in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It takes a lifetime of learning and applying the word of God in our life.

d.  Without the message of the gospel (God’s word at salvation) and the message of Bible doctrine (God’s word during our spiritual life), we cannot be sanctified at salvation, in this life, or in our eternal life.


e.  Therefore, Jesus is asking here that these men (and all believers) be sanctified experientially in their spiritual lives with resultant sanctification forever in resurrection bodies with eternal life.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This petition is a prayer for the holiness of the disciples premised on truth.  Jesus understood inauthenticity in religion, and he prayed that such a lack of integrity might not be present in his disciples.  Accordingly, when one tries to communicate the meaning of this text, it is important to remain on the intellectual level of discussing consecration and truth.  These words are the haunting echoes of Someone who was about to die Himself and who is pictured as vitally concerned about the disciples’ holiness and integrity with God.  Truth is here related to the word of God.  But truth and the word in John are not merely ideas. They are to be embodied in people in the same way that the word became flesh.  Since God is holy, God’s people are to be holy (Lev 11:44; 19:2; 20:26; 1 Pet 1:15–16).  But holiness is not merely a human achievement; it is to be understood as an act of God in setting apart a people to be like God.  Therefore Jesus’ petition is for the Father to sanctify the disciples just as he earlier sanctified and sent Jesus (Jn 10:36).  For the disciples to be holy necessitated the work of God.”


b.  “Having prayed for their spiritual protection from the world, Jesus continued by asking the Father to sanctify and purify the disciples as they prepared to preach the truth to the world.  It was not enough that they be safeguarded from outside evils.  They must also be internally conformed more and more to the Son. Though they had already been cleansed (referring to salvation—Jn 15:3), they still needed to occasionally have their feet washed from the filth of this world.  The Evil One would aggressively try to derail this work of sanctification, but the Father Himself guaranteed it through the Word of truth, empowered by the Spirit of truth.  Jesus therefore asked His Father to sanctify them in the truth, to set them apart from sin [Here, MacArthur defines sanctification as being set apart from sin.  Can believers be set apart from sin in their spiritual lives?  No, we sin every day and need 1 Jn 1:9 to solve that daily sin problem.]   The instrument of sanctification is God’s word, contained in Old and New Testaments, the totality of which is truth.  God’s Word and truth are synonymous.  Throughout His ministry, Jesus put a premium on the written Word of God.  He saw the Old Testament Scriptures as the ‘word of God’ (Mt 15:6; 22:31), and repeatedly affirmed their inerrancy (Mt 5:18; Jn 10:35) and historical accuracy (cf. Jesus’ testimony to the historicity of various Old Testament characters such as Jonah; Noah; Moses; Abel; Lot; and Lot’s wife).  As He told the Pharisees, ‘It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the law to fail’ (Lk 16:17).  He further saw the Old Testament as being perfectly fulfilled in Him, such that those who rejected Him simultaneously rejected the Scriptures (Jn 5:46–47).  During His ministry, Jesus viewed His own words as words from God (Jn 7:16; 8:26–28, 38; 12:49; 14:10, 24), as He revealed the Father through everything He said and did.  As He was about to depart, while in the upper room with His disciples, He promised the eleven that through them the rest of His word would be revealed (Jn 14:26; 15:26–27; 16:12–15).  That promise is fulfilled by the New Testament.  Thus, in referring to the word that is truth, Jesus was speaking not only of His immediate words, but of the entirety of Scripture.  All of it, from Genesis to Revelation, is truth (cf. Ps 19:7; 119:160).  And all of it is necessary for the believer’s sanctification (2 Tim 3:16–17).  As the apostle Peter would instruct the Christians of Asia Minor many years later, ‘Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation’ (1 Pet 2:2).  It is ‘the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified,’ (Acts 20:32).”


c.  “His second petition for them was for their sanctification.  Sanctify means ‘set apart for special use’.  A believer is to be distinct from the world’s sin, its values, and its goals.  The means of this sanctifying work is God’s truth.  The truth is communicated in the Word, which is both personal and propositional.  As the message about Jesus was heard, believed, and understood, the disciples’ hearts and minds were captured.  This change in their thinking resulted in changes in their living.  The same is true of believers today.  As they appropriate God’s Word to their lives, they are sanctified—set apart for God and changed in their living in order to honor God.  God’s message set the apostles apart from the world so that they would do His will, not Satan’s.”


d.  “True sanctification (being set apart for God) comes through the ministry of the Word of God (Jn 15:3).  When you were saved, you were set apart for God.  As you grow in your faith, you are more and more experiencing sanctification.  You love sin less and you love God more.  You want to serve Him and be a blessing to others.  All of this comes through the Word.  God’s truth has been given to us in three ‘editions’: His Word is truth; His Son is the truth (Jn 14:6); and His Spirit is the truth (1 Jn 5:6).  We need all three if we are to experience true sanctification, a sanctification that touches every part of our inner person.  It takes all three for a balanced experience of sanctification.  It is not enough merely to study the Bible and learn a great deal of doctrinal truth.  We must also love Jesus Christ more as we learn all that He is and all He has done for us.  Learning and loving should lead to living, allowing the Spirit of God to enable us to obey His Word.  This is how we glorify Him in this present evil world.  The Word gives us joy, love, and power to live a holy life.  It also gives us what we need to serve Him as witnesses in this world.  Sanctification is not for the purpose of selfish enjoyment or boasting; it is so that we might represent Christ in this world and win others to Him.  Jesus set Himself apart for us, and now He has set us apart for Him.”
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