John 1:1
John 17:13


 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the temporal conjunction NUN, meaning “now.”  With this we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to You” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: I am coming.”

The present tense is a tendential present, which describes an action that is intended to take place in the near future, but has not yet begun.  The action is in the process of beginning.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But now I am coming to You;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak, say: I am speaking.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world.”

“and I am speaking these things in the world,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  With this we have third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is tendential present for an action that is purposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples (and other believers) may produce the action of having something.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency, meaning that the volition of the disciples is involved.  This contingency is brought out in translation by the use of the English auxiliary verb “might or may.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARA plus the article and first person feminine singular adjective EMOS, meaning “My joy or happiness.”  This is followed by the accusative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be brought to completion; to be made full.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.  The present state of being will be the happiness of the disciples after the resurrection and session of Christ is completed.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples will receive the action of having their happiness brought to completion by the resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “in themselves.”
“in order that they may have My joy brought to completion in themselves.”
Jn 17:13 corrected translation
“But now I am coming to You; and I am speaking these things in the world, in order that they may have My joy brought to completion in themselves.”
Explanation:
1.  “But now I am coming to You;”

a.  Jesus continues His prayer to the Father by contrasting His current status with the previous phrase “while I was with them.”  Now the Lord is in the process of coming to the Father.  He knows that He will die that day in about eighteen hours.

b.  The statement “I am coming to You” is a persistent theme in our Lord’s statements during this evening: 


(1)  Jn 13:1, “knowing that His hour had come that He would depart from this world to the Father,”



(2)  Jn 13:3, “knowing that He had come from God and is going to God,”


(3)  Jn 14:12, “because I am going to the Father.”


(4)  Jn 14:28, “you would have rejoiced because I am going to the Father,”


(5)  Jn 16:5, “However now I am going to the One who sent Me;”



(6)  Jn 16:10, “and concerning the righteousness that I am going to the Father;”


(7)  Jn 16:28, “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world and going to the Father again.”


(8)  Jn 17:11, “Indeed, I am no longer in the world; and yet they are in the world, and I am coming to You.
2.  “and I am speaking these things in the world,”

a.  The Lord adds that He is speaking these things (all that He has said this evening) in the world.  The noun KOSMOS refers to Satan’s cosmic system.  Satan is the ruler of the world and is in the process of coming to get Jesus and remove Him from his world (or so he imagines).

b.  Jesus was telling the disciples all these things now, while He was still with them in the world before He was separated from this world.  These things could not wait to be said after His resurrection or after His session.  These things were said at the right time in the Father’s plan—on the day Jesus would die.
3.  “in order that they may have My joy brought to completion in themselves.”

a.  The Lord concludes this statement by explaining the reason why or the purpose for saying all these things right now—He did so in order that the disciples may have Jesus’ own joy and happiness brought to completion in themselves.  They would not have the Lord’s joy brought to completion in themselves this night or during the next three days, but would on Sunday morning after the resurrection took place and the reality of the resurrection took hold of their souls.

b.  The joy of the Lord in facing the Cross is mentioned in Heb 12:1b-2, “let us run with endurance the race which is set before us, by fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine, who, because of His prospective joy, endured the Cross, disregarding the shame [disgrace], and so has sat down at the right side of the throne of God.”

c.  Our Lord was completely happy to provide salvation from sin for all those whom He had loved unconditionally forever.  (There never was a time when our Lord did not completely love those whom He would create and who would believe in Him and appreciate His love.)  Our Lord was happy to save these eleven men, his mother, Lazarus and his sisters, and so many others who believed in Him in the past and would believe in Him in the future.  Our Lord was happy to bear your sins and be judged as a substitute for you.  He was happy to do whatever it took to save you from the lake of fire.  He loves you that much.


d.  In order to have God’s perfect happiness in us, we have to have His word in us.  Jesus needed to say these things, so that the impact, meaning, and implications of His words would produce their intended effect—the happiness of those who believe in Christ.


(1)  Rom 4:7-8, “Happinesses belong to those whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven and whose sins have been covered.  Happy [is]the man against whom the Lord will never count sin.”


(2)  Rom 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”



(3)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(4)  Gal 5:22, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application,”



(5)  Phil 2:2, “bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”



(6)  Phil 3:1, “From now on, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord.  


(7)  Phil 4:4, “Keep on having happiness in the Lord at all times, once more I will repeat [the command] keep on having happiness.”



(8)  Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the ruling power from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”



(9)  1 Thes 1:6, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit,”



(10)  1 Jn 1:4, “In fact, we write these things, in order that our happiness might be completed.”

e.  Believers in the Church Age cannot have their happiness brought to completion without the two power options of the Church Age—the filling of the Spirit (the fruit of the Spirit is joy) and the word of God circulating in their thoughts.  The Lord Jesus Christ created us to have His very own happiness, to share His happiness with us.  He cannot do this unless we (1) believe in Him, (2) are willing to obey Him, and (3) know and believe what He says.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  Because Jesus was coming to the Father, “lay the occasion for the whole prayer and all the requests contained in it.  The disciples’ need for joy was particularly acute in the light of Judas’ defection.  The disciples needed to realize that such a case did not reflect on the Lord or on themselves.  It was not to mar their joy in the possession of true faith and life.  If Christ could rejoice even in the midst of such things, they should do so also.”


b.  “The contrast in this verse with what has come before and what comes after is fascinating.  The texts on either side are filled with trauma and concern, but this verse is very different.  The emphasis is not on the departure of Jesus but on the coming of Jesus to the Father.  To speak of that imminent occurrence later must have brought a smile to the face of Jesus and to the faces of the disciples.  Crucifixion must have brought concern and sadness, but not the resurrection and exaltation.  The glory of the Father was a joyous thought for Jesus, and to speak of it must have been contagious because the text says that his joy filled them.  [No, the text doesn’t actually say that.]  This thought picks up the other references to joy like the joy related to the birth illustration (Jn 16:20–22; cf. 14:28) and the joy the disciples can experience when they abide in Jesus and obey him (Jn 15:11).  It also reminds us of the friend of the bridegroom who rejoices in the fulfillment of the wedding (Jn 3:29) and the rejoicing at harvest (Jn 4:36).  More particularly, it reminds us of the resurrection, when the disciples finally realized that Jesus fulfilled his promise to bring them joy after sorrow (Jn 20:20).”


c.  “For the third time that evening, Jesus spoke of the joy that was His legacy to His followers (15:11; 16:20–24).  Understanding the Father’s protection and Christ’s intercession inevitably produced joy in the hearts of the listening disciples.  This had to have been a stunningly wonderful experience for the disciples—to hear their Lord praying as He did for them to the Father to guarantee their eternal glory and remove all fear that they might fail and perish.  Elsewhere, Jesus had earlier prayed that the disciples would share in the fullness of His life (Jn 10:10; 11:25–26) and in His peace (Jn 14:27); now He prayed for their fullness of joy.  All of this concern and care for His own is enriching because it reveals His love for them (Jn 13:1; Rom 8:35–39).  The Lord’s use of the personal possessive pronoun, My, indicates that this was not just any kind of arbitrary happiness.  It was His joy—both that which was based in Him, and which He Himself experienced.  It was the joy that was ‘set before Him’ (Heb 12:2); joy that was not founded on immediate circumstances but on the eternal purposes of God.  It was joy that came not from momentary happiness, but from the knowing that the Father was pleased with His perfect obedience (2 Cor 4:17–18).  The disciples would share in that joy by experiencing the eternal life that Jesus made possible through His death (Jn 16:22; 17:3, 18).  All believers, in the generations that have followed the eleven, have shared in that same joy.”


d.  “The words of comfort spoken by Jesus to His disciples were of great benefit to them.  Following His Passion, they would recall His words and experience the full measure of His joy.  Joy came to them because they knew from His words that He had conquered the evil one and brought eternal life to them.”


e.  “We commonly think of Jesus Christ as ‘a man of sorrows’ (Isa 53:3), and indeed He was; but He was also a person of deep abiding joy.  Jn 17:13 is the very heart of this prayer, and its theme is joy!  Jesus had referred to His joy already (Jn 15:11) and had explained that joy comes by transformation and not substitution (Jn 16:20–22).  Joy also comes from answered prayer (Jn 16:23–24).  Now He made it clear that joy comes from the Word also.  The believer does not find his joy in the world but in the Word.  Like John the Baptist, we should rejoice greatly when we hear the Bridegroom’s voice! (Jn 3:29)  We must never picture Jesus going around with a long face and a melancholy disposition.  He was a man of joy and He revealed that joy to others.  His joy was not the fleeting levity of a sinful world but the abiding enjoyment of the Father and the Word.  He did not depend on outward circumstances but on inward spiritual resources that were hidden from the world.  This is the kind of joy He wants us to have, and we can have it through His Word.  ‘Your word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart’ (Jer 15:16).  ‘I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, as much as in all riches’ (Ps 119:14).  ‘I rejoice at Your word, as one that finds great spoil” (Ps 119:162).”

1 Pet 1:8-9, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy, since you are obtaining the goal of your faith—the salvation of your souls.”
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