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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, which precedes the action of the main verb and is translated “when He comes.”

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as a personal pronoun “He” and referring to the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to convict; to convince.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”

“And when He comes, He will convince the world”
 is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “concerning sin.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “concerning righteousness” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, meaning “concerning judgment.”

“concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment;”
Jn 16:8 corrected translation
“And when He comes, He will convince the world concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment;”
Explanation:
1.  “And when He comes, He will convince the world”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper by explaining what the Holy Spirit will do when He comes.


b.  The first thing He will do is convict the world of three things, which are mentioned next.  But first, let’s look at what it means to convict someone of something.  The Greek word is the verb ELEGCHW, which means to (1) to prove something; (2) to convict or convince someone of wrongdoing; (3) to reprove someone for their wrongdoing; and (4) to punish or disciples for wrongdoing.
  The second meaning is the most accurate function of the Holy Spirit during the Church Age.  Proving someone is a sinner is virtually the same thing as convincing them that they are sinners.  Convicting a person of wrongdoing is virtually the same thing as proving in a court of law that they are guilty of wrongdoing.  Therefore, meanings 1 and 2 are saying the same thing—God the Holy Spirit proves, convinces, and convicts the unbeliever of the fact that they are sinners.  He does not reprove them or punish them for their unbelief or rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That does not occur until the Last Judgment and is done by the Lord Jesus Christ.  To reprove someone means to rebuke them.  The Holy Spirit does not rebuke the unbeliever for his or her sin, but proves to them and convinces them of the fact that they are sinners and need a savior.  Rebuking the sinner for being a sinner doesn’t motivate the sinner to accept Christ; it only antagonizes the person who already hates the Light.  The message of the gospel is a message of unconditional love for the sinner and salvation provided for the sinner, not a rebuke of the sinner.



(1)  “ELEGCHW is found in the following places and is translated by the words ‘reprove, convict, tell a fault, convince’: Mt 18:15; Lk 3:19; Jn 3:20, 8:9, 46, 16:8; 1 Cor 14:24; Eph 5:11, 13; 1 Tim 5:20; 2 Tim 4:2; Tit 1:9, 13, 2:15; Heb 12:5; Jam 2:9; Rev 3:19.”



(2)   It means “to rebuke, expose; refute, show one’s fault, implying that there is a convincing of that fault.”



(3)  “It means ‘to show people their sins and summon them to repentance’.  The Holy Spirit does this (Jn 16:8), as also Christ does both now (Rev 3:19) and at the parousia (Jude 15).  Sinners experience this exposure when faced by the prophetic call (Lk 3:19), divine instruction (Heb 12:5), or the law (Jam 2:9).  Correction as well as exposure or conviction is implied.”


c.  The phrase ‘the world’ refers to the unbelievers of the world.  “The word ‘world’ here refers to those of the unsaved who are brought by the Holy Spirit into the place of salvation.”


d.  “An instance of the pre-salvation work of the Holy Spirit is found in Jn 16:8, where our Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit reproving [the KJV has ‘convincing’; the RSV changed it to ‘reproving’; it is not a rebuke] the world.  The Greek word here refers to a rebuke [No, it does not!  It does in 1 Tim 5:20, where the rebuke is directed toward believers in perpetual carnality, but not here.] which results in the person’s confession of his guilt, or if not his confession, his conviction of sin.  This He does through the Word of God.  This acknowledgment however on the part of the sinner is not the same as the act of placing faith in the Lord Jesus for salvation.  It is the result of one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit to the unsaved, and as such leads that person on towards the place where he exercises saving faith.  The Holy Spirit brings this person to new convictions concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment.  He comes to see under the Holy Spirit’s illumination that his unbelief is sin.”

2.  “concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment;”

a.  Jesus then mentions the three critical ministries of the Holy Spirit in relation to the unbeliever and the evangelization of the world.  The Holy Spirit is coming to help the disciples and all other believers evangelize the world of unbelievers.  This ministry of the Holy Spirit involves three areas related to the status of the unbeliever.


b.  The first and most important ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age is to help the disciples (and all other believers) evangelize the world.  In order to do this the Holy Spirit has to help the evangelist prove to or convince the unbeliever that they are in need of salvation.  In order to do this, the Holy Spirit, working through the message of the disciple, evangelist, and believer proves and convinces the unbeliever that they are a sinner in need of a Savior.  The unbeliever’s way of life is put on trial and the evidence of his or her sinfulness is proven to them.  They are convicted of sinfulness and convinced by the Holy Spirit that they are guilty as charged.  This is the convicting or convincing ministry of the Holy Spirit given to the unbeliever prior to their salvation.


c.  The second aspect of convincing the unbeliever is related to the unbeliever’s unrighteousness and need of God’s righteousness.  Some unbelievers think they are “good” persons.  And all their friends and relatives agree with them.  But they are still ‘unrighteous’ as far as God is concerned.  Isa 64:6 tells us exactly where human righteousness will get us with God.  “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all of our righteousnesses are as filthy [menstrual] rags, and all of us wither like a leaf, and all of our sins like the wind take us away.”  God the Holy Spirit convinces the unbeliever of their need of divine righteousness to live with God forever, which they do not have.  He convinces them that they are not ‘good enough’ to live with God forever.  He also makes God’s offer of His very own righteousness to them a reality in their soul.  Having convinced unbelievers that they are sinners, the Holy Spirit then convinces them that they need God’s unrighteousness, which God is offering to them as a free gift by their simple act of believing in Christ.  Believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world is the first absolutely perfect ‘right’ thing the unbeliever has ever done.  Therefore, God credits this faith in Christ to them for His very own righteousness, as He did for Abraham.  We might say that God gives us His very own righteousness as a gift in exchange for our faith in Christ.  We do one right thing, and God declares us perfectly righteous forever.  Now that is grace, unimaginable grace, something which has not entered into the heart of man all that He can and will do for us.


d.  The third area in which the Holy Spirit convinces the world is in the area of judgment.  The Holy Spirit makes certain that the unbeliever is clear about what the rejection of the message of the gospel brings.  It brings permanent, irrevocable, everlasting judgment in the lake of fire.  This is the inevitable consequence of the unbeliever’s rejection of the love and grace of God in His offer of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.  It would be unfair of God not to tell the unbeliever the consequences of his rejection of the gospel.  Again the Holy Spirit is not rebuking the unbeliever, but convincing the unbeliever that the lake of fire is real and that God is really going to send unbelievers there forever.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  The translation “‘reprove’ may equally well be rendered convict or convince.  The Spirit was to come first to the disciples, and through them he would undertake his mission of convicting men.  The Spirit, working through the apostles, produced conviction of sin in the very city where Jesus had been put to death (Acts 2:37).”



(1)  “‘Reprove’ is too weak a word to express what is meant.  But convict or convince is the thing intended; and as the one expresses the work of the Spirit on the unbelieving portion of mankind, and the other on the believing [that is not correct; the Spirit’s ministry to all is to convince of the truthfulness of these three things], it is better not to restrict it to either.”



(2)  “The words ‘convict…of guilt’ translate the one word ELEGCHW, ‘to present or expose facts, to convince of the truth.’  The Spirit works on the minds of the unsaved to show them the truth of God for what it is.”



(3)  “The idea of ‘conviction’ is complex.  It involves the conceptions of authoritative examination, of unquestionable proof, of decisive judgment, of punitive power.  Whatever the final issue may be, he who ‘convicts’ another places the truth of the case in dispute in a clear light before him, so that it must be seen and acknowledged as truth.  He who then rejects the conclusion which this exposition involves, rejects it with his eyes open and at his peril.  Truth seen as truth carries with it condemnation to all who refuse to welcome it.”


b.  “Concerning the reality of sin as missing the mark and as wronging God and man, and not a mere slip or animal instinct or devoid of moral responsibility or evil.  Some scientists and psychologists (Freudians and behaviorists) seem bent on destroying man’s sense of sin.  Hence crime waves even in youth [And Robertson wrote this is 1925!].  ‘And of righteousness’, the opposite of sin and to be yearned for after conviction.  Rom 1:19–3:21 teaches about the necessity of the God-kind of righteousness.  And of judgment as certain to come as condemnation because of sin and the lack of righteousness.”


c.  “The meaning must be that the Spirit convicts the world of its sin, righteousness and judgment.  The world has no true understanding of the nature of sin, but the Spirit will show people that they are sinners because of their unbelief in Christ.”


d.  “The following verses spell out in detail the threefold role of the Paraclete in terms of the legal image of counselor and judge.  Büchsel notes that in early Greek writings the verb ELEGCHW meant ‘to scorn’ and later ‘to shame,’ but in the New Testament it ‘almost always means “to show someone his sin and to summon him to repentance.”’  In these verses, however, I believe the meaning of the verb is even more focused so as to suggest something akin to a courtroom procedure.  It is a fascinating picture in which one can imagine three elements of the procedure being presented.  The first appears to be like a charge for which the defendant has been indicted.  The second can be envisioned as the standard to which the defendant is required to conform, and the third can be viewed as the rationale the presiding judge uses to render the verdict.  Although Carson has provided at least five basic options for the meaning of ELEGCHW, it is my opinion that one does not need to press for a precise meaning from among the suggested specific meanings of: prove, convict, prove wrong, expose as guilty, or convict in a personal sense.  John’s Semitic type of word-picture thinking would allow for more breadth in the definition.  It is because of such breadth that translators have struggled to find the right word to render this Greek verb in John (e.g., note the following: ‘“reprove,’ KJV; ‘convince,’ RSV/NLT; ‘prove,’ NRSV; ‘convict,’ NIV; ‘prove wrong,’” TEV, none of which carries the full meaning).”


e.  “The Holy Spirit does not minister only to believers, but also to the unbelieving world. Though the word convict judicially implies a negative connotation, theologically the Spirit’s convicting ministry is an exceedingly positive one.  His goal is to bring sinners to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  No one can be saved apart from the Spirit’s convicting and regenerating work.  The Bible teaches that all people are by nature rebels against God and hostile to Jesus Christ.  They are ‘dead in [their] trespasses and sins’ (Eph 2:1); ‘by nature children of wrath’ (verse 3); ‘darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart … callous [having] given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness’ (Eph 4:18–19); ‘and alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds’ (Col 1:21); blinded by Satan so that they cannot understand spiritual truth (2 Cor 4:4; cf. Lk 8:5, 12).  In that condition, they are helpless; they are unable to believe the truth and are even guilty of suppressing it (Rom 1:18–32).  In Jn 6:44 Jesus declared, ‘No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.’  In a graphic description of fallen man’s utter inability to seek God on his own, Paul wrote, ‘There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.  Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving, the poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and misery are in their paths, and the path of peace they have not known.  There is no fear of God before their eyes’ (Rom 3:10–18).  The world hates Jesus Christ because sinfulness hates righteousness, imperfection hates perfection, and the ‘domain of darkness” hates the “kingdom of His beloved Son’ (Col 1:13; cf. Jn 3:19).  It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to penetrate hearts steeped in sin, overcome sinners’ resistance to the gospel, and bring them through saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to fellowship with God.  To do that, the Spirit must break the power of sin that enslaves people, and the love of iniquity that keeps them in rebellion against God.  Jesus had already told the disciples that the Spirit would testify about Him to the world (Jn 15:26).  In addition to that outward testimony, the Spirit also convicts the hearts of sinners.  The beginning of the Holy Spirit’s saving ministry to the lost is revealed in this word ‘convict’.  The word can describe convicting in a judicial sense, like a criminal who is convicted of wrongdoing (Jam 2:9 and Jude 15).  Ultimately, those convicted in this sense will be sentenced to eternal punishment in hell.  But in this context the word more likely refers to being convinced of the reality of sin and the need for salvation in Christ (cf. 1 Cor 14:24).  [I added the bold, italics and underline, because this is the whole point that other commentators miss.]  It is the Spirit’s mission to present the truth about Jesus Christ to the world (Jn 15:26); those who reject the truth will be found guilty and judged by the Son and Father (Jn 5:22, 27, 30).”


f.  “The common interpretation is that the Holy Spirit convinces people that they are lost sinners, that they need righteousness and also convinces them of a coming judgment.  Conviction of sin is certainly the work of the Holy Spirit, who also quickens those who believe, but this is not the teaching of the passage before us in this paragraph.”
  Gaebelein couldn’t be more wrong here.


g.  “The three subjects are placed in a natural and significant order.  When the conviction concerning sin is complete there remains for man the choice of two alternatives; on the one side there is a righteousness to be obtained from without; and on the other, a judgment to be borne.”
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