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 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak or tell.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Since the direct object is ALĒTHEIA, SU has to be the indirect object, even though in English translation it appears to be a double accusative.  The problem is that the English idiom is not “I tell to you the truth” but “I tell you the truth.”  Literally the Greek says “I am saying to you the truth” or “I am speaking to you the truth” or “I am telling to you the truth.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMPHERW, which means “to be advantageous, help, confer a benefit, be profitable/useful, used impersonally it means that something is good (for someone or something), something is useful or helpful 1 Cor 6:12; 10:23; 2 Cor 8:10; Mt 5:29f; 18:6; Jn 11:50; 16:7.”


The present tense is a static present or aoristic present, which describes the state of being as an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ departure and the coming of the Holy Spirit produces the state of being advantageous to the disciples.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”  Then we have the conjunction HINA, used to introduce an explanatory clause and translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to go away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

“But I tell you the truth, it is advantageous for you that I go away;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and assumes hypothetically it may or may not happen.  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APERCHOMAI, meaning “to go away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive in the protasis of a third class conditional clause.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PARAKLĒTOS, meaning “the Helper” and referring to the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: will not come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the Helper) producing the action of not coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples (and by extension to us).

“for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however; but.”  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not happen hypothetically.  With this we have the first person singular aorist deponent passive subjunctive from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential future action in its entirety as a hypothetical fact.


The deponent passive voice functions in an active sense with Jesus producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in the protasis of a hypothetical third class conditional clause.

Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: I will send.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Holy Spirit, the Helper.  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples and by extension all believers of the Church Age.

“however if I go, I will send Him to you.”
Jn 16:7 corrected translation
“But I tell you the truth, it is advantageous for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; however if I go, I will send Him to you.”
Explanation:
1.  “But I tell you the truth, it is advantageous for you that I go away;”

a.  The Lord continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper by contrasting their present mental state of distress grief, sadness, anxiety, sorrow with the reality of what is going to happen in the near future.  As always, the Lord will be totally truthful with the disciples as He was with everyone.  “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth,” 1 Pet 2:22.


b.  The disciples didn’t realize any of the advantages of Jesus returning to the Father and another Helper, the Holy Spirit, coming to help them.  Who could blame them?  They knew nothing about the coming Church Age or the new priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ, or the new ministries of the Holy Spirit, or the spiritual gifts or a new canon of Scripture.  They had to take Jesus’ word that it would be better for them for Him to return to the Father.  What are some of the advantages to us of the Lord being with the Father?



(1)  The Holy Spirit comes with new ministries for the Church Age.




(a)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which establishes a temple for the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father.




(b)  The filling of the Holy Spirit, which is the operational power for the execution of the new spiritual life.




(c)  The baptism of the Spirit, which enters us into a permanent, irrevocable union with the person of our Lord, sanctifying us positionally.




(d)  The sealing of the Holy Spirit, which permanently and irrevocably guarantees our eternal salvation.




(e)  The provision of at least one spiritual gift for use in bearing much fruit to the greater glorification of God.



(2)  The establishment of our Lord’s new priesthood, which makes us a kingdom of priests.



(3)  The intercession of our Lord as our advocate at the right hand of the Father.



(4)  The acceptance of His true humanity in heaven to live with God the Father forever.  The session of Christ seals the strategic victory of the angelic conflict, proving once and for all that an inferior creature to Satan created by God could and would obey God without failure, thus resolving one of the major arguments of the angelic conflict with God.



(5)  The mission to the Gentiles can begin in earnest.


c.  Jesus again mentions the fact that He is going away, which refers as before to His return to heaven to be with God the Father.

2.  “for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you;”

a.  Jesus continues with a hypothetical condition that serves to explain the major reason why He must return to the Father.  If Jesus does not return to the Father, then the Holy Spirit cannot be sent to these believers as their helper.  Why couldn’t God the Holy Spirit come anyway while Jesus was still present with these believers?  Actually the Holy Spirit was with these believers while Jesus was still with them.  Jn 20:22 says, “And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’.”  However, this was just a temporary provision of the Holy Spirit to just these eleven men to sustain them between the ascension of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit ten days later on Pentecost.

b.  This is a third class hypothetical condition.  Jesus is imagining the possibility of His not leaving them, which was really not an option for Him, since He had to do the will of the Father.  Jesus did not remain with the disciples, but returned to God the Father as these disciples witnessed, Acts 1:7.


c.  The Helper is God the Holy Spirit as previously mentioned by the Lord, Jn 14:16-17, “I will also ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, in order that He may be with you forever; the Spirit of Truth, Whom the world is not able to receive, because it does not see Him nor know Him; you know Him because He dwells with you and will be in you.”  Compared with Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and remind you regarding all things that I said to you.”


d.  God the Father does not send the Holy Spirit on His mission to support believers until the Lord Jesus Christ returns from His mission of supporting believers.  Each has their own mission and purpose in the plan of God the Father.  For whatever reasons, which are unknown to us, both members of the Trinity cannot work on earth at the same time.  When the Bible offers no explanation about these kinds of questions, my mind always returns to the resolution of the angelic conflict for answers.  So what I am about to say is pure speculation with no biblical evidence to back it up, but it is the only explanation I can think of.  In the resolution of the angelic conflict God has granted Satan an appeal of his sentence to the lake of fire.  Satan gets the chance to prove his point that God is unfair and unloving.  God also gets to prove His point that He is.  Satan probably said that it would be unfair for the members of the Trinity to “gang up on him” during the course of human history.  Therefore, perhaps God the Father agreed that He would not support believers with more than one member of the Trinity at a time.  Thus the Lord Jesus Christ is there for believers during the First Advent.  The Holy Spirit functions during the Church Age.  The Lord handles the Second Advent alone.  Both the Son and the Spirit are fully operational during the millennium, since Satan is imprisoned in the Abyss.  The Lord Jesus Christ alone deals with Satan during the Gog-Magog revolution.  Even though this is all speculation, it gives us some sort of explanation for the divine reason why the Helper couldn’t come until God the Son returned to the Father.  Satan knew he couldn’t defeat two members of the Trinity at the same time.  In addition God was fair to Satan as He is fair in all He does.  The far simpler answer given in most of the commentaries is that God the Holy Spirit could not come and work through believers to glorify the redemptive work of Jesus by spreading the message of the gospel to the ends of the earth.  This is obviously true, but is not the only reason for God doing what He does.  Whitacre explains it with this simple statement, “The role of the Spirit is to interpret and bear witness to Jesus and His revelation of the Father (Jn 16:12-15).  So until Jesus has completed His revelation [by His death, resurrection, and ascension], the Spirit is not able to do His job, for He does not have the full revelation to work with.”


e.  One thing is absolutely clear about this statement.  Jesus is being dogmatic when He says “the Helper will not come to you.”  There was absolutely no chance of the Holy Spirit being sent to help believers unless the Lord Jesus Christ returned to the Father.  The Father would not have sent the Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ would not have been able to send the Spirit.  The Lord Jesus Christ had to return to heaven before He and the Father could together send the Spirit.  The fact that the Lord also sends the Spirit is the emphasis of the next statement.

3.  “however if I go, I will send Him to you.”

a.  In contrast to the condition of unreality, Jesus now states the condition of reality.  This is a first class condition of reality: “If I go, and I do.”  Again our Lord emphasizes the fact that He is going back to heaven to be with God the Father.


b.  One of the major purposes for His return to heaven (and not the only purpose) is that He will send God the Holy Spirit to these disciples and by extension to all believers of the Church Age.  Notice that previously Jesus has talked about the Father sending the Spirit (Jn  14:16, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper” compared with Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send.”  Now He adds that He will also send the Holy Spirit.


c.  This promise by our Lord Jesus Christ was fulfilled on Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4, “And then when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together at the same place.  And then suddenly there occurred from heaven a noise like the rushing of a violent wind, and it filled the whole house where they were staying.  And then tongues like fire appeared to them, distributing themselves, and they sat on each one of them.  And then everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak with different languages, as the Spirit was causing them to speak out.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disadvantage in terms of separation and sorrow was to be outweighed by the gain occasioned by the coming of the Comforter (helper).  One has only to compare the disciples at the end of Jesus’ ministry with these same men after the coming of the Spirit to see how greatly they had advanced in understanding and in the effectiveness of their service.  Soon the Spirit would come upon Christ’s followers, as though to compensate for the loss of the personal presence of the Lord.”


b.  “ In order to alleviate that grief Jesus assured them that his going away would be beneficial to them.  Once again the answer lies in the promised coming of the Spirit: this is the fourth Paraclete saying.  There is a close relationship here between Jesus and the Spirit.  The allusion is primarily to the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.”


c.  “Here is the crucial statement for understanding the previous verses.  Using the equivalent of an oath, ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus asserts the authenticity of what follows.  Jesus’ assertion is that their concern for benefit or advantage will be realized by his departure.  The coming of the Paraclete will benefit or be good for the disciples, even though they had no understanding of the significance of this statement at the time.  But when John wrote the Gospel, he understood fully the significance of that statement.  Moreover, he understood the reverse side also.  Fulfilling the condition for the coming of the Paraclete necessitated both Jesus’ going and His sending the Paraclete to them.  Although theologians might wish to discuss the issue, the question of whether Jesus and the Paraclete could be present together ‘with’ and ‘in’ the disciples is not treated here.  Nor is the issue one of determining the relative merits of the presence of the Spirit as over against the bodily presence of Jesus.  Instead, the issue here involves what would trigger the Spirit’s coming to the disciples.  The answer is the departure or the atoning death of Jesus [a better answer is His session].  This act of Jesus’ glorification set in motion a number of significant consequences, among them the inauguration of the era of the Spirit/Paraclete and the dawn of Christian discipleship.  The Lamb of God would have to die [no, He would have to be accepted in heaven] before the new era would come.  In the new era of the resurrection Jesus would breath on them as God breathed on Adam in creation, and the Spirit era would begin (Jn 20:22).”


d.  “In actuality, the disciples’ sorrow was completely unwarranted.  The truth is that it was to their advantage that Jesus go away.  Obviously, apart from Jesus’ propitiatory, sacrificial death on the cross, there would be no atonement for their sins.  Jesus promised that when the Holy Spirit came, He would give them eternal life (7:37–39), indwell them (14:16–17), instruct them, empower them in their witness, and activate for them the promises of God.  There are at least two reasons why the Holy Spirit did not come until after Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension.  First, the Spirit’s ministry is to reveal the person and works of Christ.  That was not fully possible until after Christ finished His work of redemption on the cross and ascended to His full glory in heaven.  Second, the Father gave the Spirit to the church to vindicate His Son’s faithfulness in completing the work of salvation in His death and resurrection (cf. Jn 7:39; Gal 3:14, “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”).  In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter, after referring to the death and resurrection Christ (Acts 2), declared, “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear” (Acts 2:33).”


e.  “The departure of Jesus was necessary—though painful and difficult—for the disciples.  In fact, His leaving was profitable and beneficial.  Without His departing (which included His death, burial, resurrection, and Ascension) there would have been no gospel.  Atonement for sin was necessary for Jesus to save His people from their sins (Mt 1:21).  Also unless he departed there would have been no glorified Lord to send … the Counselor (the Holy Spirit) to apply the atonement.  Paracletos word was used of legal assistants who pleaded a cause or presented a case.”


f.  “The major reason, of course, is that the Holy Spirit might come to empower the church for life and witness.  Also, the ascended Savior would be able to intercede for His people at the heavenly throne of grace.  With all of their faults, the disciples dearly loved their Master; and it was difficult for them to grasp these new truths.”


g.  “The presence of the Holy Spirit is a greater comfort and advantage to us than the presence of Christ in the flesh. Christ's bodily presence was comfortable, but the Spirit is more intimately a Comforter than Christ in His fleshly presence; because the Spirit can comfort all believers at once in all places, while Christ’s bodily presence can comfort but few, and that only in one place at once.  The benefit of Christ's presence was great, but the advantage of the Spirit's renovation and holy inspiration is much greater.”
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