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
 is the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions in an active sense with Jesus producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the dative of direct object from the third person plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Jesus answered them,”
 is the temporal adverb ARTI, meaning “now” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Now do you believe?”
Jn 16:31 corrected translation
“Jesus answered them, ‘Now do you believe?”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus answered them,”

a.  The Lord answers the statement of the disciples (‘See, now You are speaking plainly and are expressing no figure of speech.  Now we know that You know all things, and have no need that anyone question You; by means of this we believe that You came from God.’) with either a question or a statement.  The indicative mood is used for both direct statements and for questions.  There is no particle in the Greek that indicates we have a question here.  Therefore, some commentators take this as a statement, “Now, you believe!”  Other commentators take this as a question.

b.  Whether this verse is taken as a question or not, Jesus is not being critical of His disciples.  This was no time for criticism and our Lord has not been critical anywhere in the context.
2.  “‘Now do you believe?”

a.  Jesus is not searching for information.  He knows that some of His disciples have believed in Him long before this.  Nathanael believed in Him as John reported in chapter one.  Peter, James, and John believed in Him at or before the Mount of Transfiguration.  Therefore, the subject “you” here probably does not refer to all the disciples, but the ‘magnificent seven’ (if you have seen the movie, you get the connection).

b.  There may be a bit of irony in the question/statement of Jesus.  After three and a half years, on the last day of His ministry, some of His disciples finally understand and believe in Him.  It is almost as though He were saying, “It’s about time” or “What took you so long?”

c.  Whether we take this as a statement or question, in either case Jesus recognizes and acknowledges the fact that the disciples have believed in Him.  They are “believers” and He recognizes them as such.  The basis of their belief was their recognition of Him as the Christ, the Messiah, the God of Israel, and does not appear that they had to believe that He was about to bear the sins of the world.  He had referred to this in the past, but it is not likely that they understood the full meaning that He was the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”  Though this title was taught to them and probably explained to them, there is no direct statement in the gospels that they ever clearly understood what this meant prior to the Cross.  In fact, this had to be explained to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus by Jesus after His resurrection (Lk 24:26).

d.  The answer to this question is, “Yes, they now believed.”  So what did they believe?  They believed that He was deity (You know all things) and that He was God incarnate—the Messiah (You came from God).
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The words of Jesus in You believe at last! would be better understood as ‘now you believe’ but a testing time is coming.”
  Carson takes it as a statement rather than as a question.

b.  “The follow-up statement of Jesus is definitely ironic, whether it is rendered as a question (KJV, RSV, NRSV, NLT) or as an exasperated statement (NIV).  That Jesus came from God has been His consistent affirmation throughout the Gospel.  He was God’s special agent (Jn 5:19–30).  The disciples had arrived at the point of a ‘belief’ that they could express.  [Peter had done this long before this.]  …Jesus was not confused by statements of belief or about stages of believing.  He knew how to evaluate human believing (Jn 2:23–24; 12:42–43).”


c.  “The Lord’s poignant question underscored that the disciples’ faith, though genuine (Jn 17:8), was still immature.  The sad reality was that only a few hours later they would all forsake Him and be scattered, each to his own home, and … leave Him alone (Mt 26:31, 56; Zech 13:7).”


d.  “Though the disciples were honest and sincere in their affirmations of faith, Jesus knew their limitations far better than they did (Jn 2:24-25).  The words ‘You believe at last!’ could also be translated ‘Do you now believe?’ (niv margin).  This seems to capture the thought better.  They did believe but it was not complete faith or strong faith until after the death and resurrection of Jesus and the advent of the Spirit.”
  Did it really need to be a “complete faith”?  Didn’t it just need to be the faith of a mustard seed? (Mt 17:20; Mk 4:31; Lk 17:6).  How much faith is enough faith to be saved?  Just a little bit more than none at all.

e.  “The words [of this verse] are half question, half exclamation.  The power and the permanence of their faith are brought into doubt, and not its reality.”


f.  “[The phrase] ‘Now you believe’ must not be understood in an interrogative, and in some sort ironical sense, as if Jesus would call in question the reality of their faith.  The word ‘now’ seems to mean here: ‘Now at last you have reached the point to which I have been laboring to lead you: you have recognized Me for what I am, and have received Me as such.’”


g.  “Jesus is not doubting their faith.  Instead He is telling them they have not yet taken the final exam for this course, so their celebrations are premature.  Their faith will be tested and deepened enormously in the next few days.”


h.  “How can Jesus here express doubt about their believing?  This is settled by the positive declaration of Jesus in Jn 17:8, ‘They know of a truth that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.’  Jesus fully acknowledges the faith of the disciples.  The word ‘now’ declares that that which Jesus had so long labored for has now, indeed, been attained: the disciples believe.”
  Lenski is making an assumption here that the question indicates doubt in what the other person has said.  That is not always true.  He is reading what he wants the passage to say into his explanation.  Just because a statement is made in the form of a question doesn’t mean that you doubt what someone else has said.  For example, your spouse calls you and says, “We just won the lottery.”  You answer, “Really?”  or “Really!”  It could be doubt or affirmation of your belief in what they have just told you.  It can go either way.  I agree that Jesus was affirming the belief of the disciples, but He could do so with either a question or a statement, as Westcott pointed out.
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