John 1:1
John 16:3



 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed; In fact; Certainly.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: they will do.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“In fact they will do these things”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: they have not known.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety from the viewpoint of its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  Finally, we have the negative coordinating conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor” after a previous negative (OUK) plus the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me,” referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“because they have not known the Father nor Me.”
Jn 16:3 corrected translation
“In fact they will do these things because they have not known the Father nor Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact they will do these things”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper with a further explanation of why the unbelieving Jews will hate, persecute, excommunicate and even kill those who believe in the Lord.


b.  Before stating the reason why they will do these things, the Lord emphasizes again the fact that they will do these things.  This is a prophecy and Jesus is emphatically declaring that these things will happen.  It is a warning, so that they will not be shocked or surprised when they do happen.

2.  “because they have not known the Father nor Me.”

a.  Jesus now gives the reason why the Jewish unbelievers will do these things.  They will hate, persecute, excommunicate and kill believers because they have not known the Father nor the Son.  As Jesus has already pointed out those who know the Father know the Son and those who know the Son know the Father.  This knowledge refers to having a personal relationship with both the Father and the Son, which comes only through a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Jn 8:19, “Therefore they were saying to Him, ‘Where is Your father?’  Jesus answered, ‘You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would also know My Father.’”



(2)  Jn 8:55, “in fact, you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I should say that I do not know Him, I will be like you, a liar, but I do know Him and keep His word.”



(3)  Jn 10:14-15a, “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father;”



(4)  Jn 14:7, “If you have known Me, you will also know My Father; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”



(5)  Notice the similarity between our verse and Jn 15:21, “But all these things they will do to you because of My person, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”  Jesus is repeating the thought for emphasis.


b.  The Jewish leaders and Pharisees and unbelievers claimed to know God the Father so well that they had an intimate relationship with Him.  Such was not the case.  They did not believe Jesus, when He told them that He was the Son of God.  They did not believe Him, when He told them He was their Messiah.  And how did He tell them these things?  He told them through His words and His works.  Since they did not believe Jesus, they wanted no relationship with Him.  And the only way they could have a relationship with God the Father was through relationship with the Lord Jesus.  Their rejection of Him was their rejection of God the Father.  Therefore, they did not know God the Father, because they refused to know God the Son.


c.  The Jews were consumed by the arrogance of ignorance.  They are the most brilliant people on earth as the new racial species.  Yet, their human brilliance does them no good against the background of spiritual ignorance.  Ignorant people are often arrogant people, because they do not know what they do not know, and so believe they know more than they really know.

3.  The unbelieving Jews suffered from the “Arrogance of Ignorance”.


a.  Part of negative volition is the arrogance of ignorance.  This occurs at three points.



(1)  At the point of salvation, all believers are ignorant of doctrine.  Therefore, it is important that they listen to the teaching of the Word rehabilitating what they believe and know to be the truth (epistemological rehabilitation).



(2)  At the point of receiving the teaching of the word of God, believers are ignorant of doctrine. Therefore, it is important that they concentrate with objectivity under the ministry of the Holy Spirit on the teaching of doctrine.



(3)  At the point of arrogance, believers become ignorant of doctrine; this is the arrogance of ignorance.  Therefore, it is important that they rebound to regain fellowship with God and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  


b.  The arrogance of ignorance is the believer living in time without perception, metabolization, or application of doctrine.  Therefore, he replaces momentum in the plan of God with arrogance, both motivational and functional arrogance.  This is the fragmented spiritual life.


c.  The arrogance of ignorance corrupts and distorts authority; it rejects power, success, talent, ability, genius, marriage, social life, both romance and friendship, pleasure, health, sex, and everything else in life that can be tarnished by arrogance.


d.  The arrogance of ignorance results in problems in the soul related to perpetual carnality and Christian degeneracy: blackout of the soul; scar tissue of the soul; strong delusion of the soul, the peak of demon influence where the believer’s rejection of reality results in becoming psychotic, neurotic, entering into psychopathic modus operandi, being moody, or any other mental disturbance; and emotional revolt of the soul.


e.  The application of divine veracity to out life counters the arrogance of ignorance.  God is infinite; He is without boundary and without limitation.  God’s infinity includes veracity and truth.  The application of God’s truth to our life causes us to grow spiritually.  The arrogance of ignorance rejects the fact that God is truth and veracity.  Since God is truth and veracity, He cannot be complicated by ignorance, arrogance, or the resultant absurdities of life.  God’s plan, will, and purpose for every believer is related to His truth and veracity.  It is impossible for the believer to execute the plan of God and thereby glorify Him apart from cognition of biblical truth.  Therefore, God has designed His plan to function and be fulfilled by means of truth.   Truth in the form of metabolized doctrine resident in the soul acts as a wall of fire, protecting the believer from Satanic propaganda and involvement in the cosmic system.  The believer’s ignorance of truth and/or Bible doctrine makes him vulnerable to demon influence, which is the transfer of Satanic policy and thinking to the soul of the believer through life in Satan’s cosmic system.


f.  Under the principle of rightly dividing the Word of Truth, the believer must distinguish between the facts of history which are not always true, and the truth of doctrine from God which is absolute, infinite, and eternal truth.  The facts of history include every thought, every motive, every decision, and every action of every human being and how it interrelates with his particular circumstances in the context of his interaction with other human beings.  The actual facts of history include truth and lies, failures and successes, opposition to God and glorification of God.  These are the true facts of history, but doctrine is the only absolute truth in history.   Therefore, truth originates from God and the false originates from Satan and those under his influence.  Truth is found in Bible doctrine.  The facts, true and false, are a part of history.  The divine attribute of veracity guarantees both the truth of Bible doctrine and the accuracy of everything that happens in history, both true and false.  Therefore, we must distinguish between truth which is Bible doctrine, and the facts of history which include the true and the false.  The fact that lies are recorded in the Bible as facts does not mean that God condones or sponsors these lies.  Although sins are recorded in perfect accuracy, this does not imply that God sponsors sin; the thought is blasphemous.  God does not condone false doctrine nor the evil of men, but He reports it accurately in the Canon of Scripture.


g.  Only the arrogance of negative volition distorts, rejecting absolute truth and justifying evil.  The arrogance of ignorance is exactly how believers distort the grace policy of God.


h.  To enter into the arrogance of ignorance, the believer must make hundreds and thousands of negative decisions against the truth.  Then the believer lives the lie, and becomes the loser under God’s provision of equal privileges and equal opportunities in the plan of God.


i.  Only divine truth can advance the believer, while the arrogance of ignorance hinders the believer from fulfilling the plan of God.  Therefore, the arrogance of ignorance is any system of thought which hinders the believer from fulfilling the plan of God or advancing in it.  The arrogance of ignorance hinders the believer from glorifying God.

j.  God honors His Word; God honors the believer who learns His Word and applies it to history.  God punishes the false, which explains the resultant administration of divine judgment in the cycles of discipline to a client nation.


k.  Negative volition arrogance combines with the arrogance of ignorance to hinder the believer from fulfilling the plan of God for his life.


l.  The arrogance of ignorance is failure to make the transition from ignorance to cognizance in life.  The transition must exist in the temporal and the spiritual realm.  The more areas in which a person is ignorant, the more areas in which he is prone to arrogance.  If you don’t understand something, arrogance is used as a defense mechanism to reject it.


m.  Failure to make the transition from ignorance to cognizance in the Christian life is very damaging and produces many pressures in the arrogance system.  This is the failure of epistemological rehabilitation after salvation.  Spiritual maturity requires making the transition from total ignorance at regeneration to cognizance at maturity.  This demands the function of both enforced and genuine humility, which produce the objectivity necessary for perception and metabolization of Bible doctrine.


n.  The arrogance of ignorance is failure to make the transition from ignorance of doctrine to the inculcation of doctrine necessary to grow in grace.  The result is that you set up a vacuum so that you come under demon influence.


o.  The arrogance of ignorance corrupts almost everything with which it comes into contact, whether it is power, authority, success, talent, ability, genius, wealth, promotion, business life, social life, love life, spiritual life, divine institutions, such as volition making bad decisions from a position of weakness, as well as causing problems in marriage, family, and government.


p.  The arrogance of ignorance has been illustrated many times in history: the French Revolution; John Brown; fundamentalists in their crusades and use of violence.

 
q.  The arrogance of ignorance combines with the arrogance of power to use violence to gain one’s position, to gain power, to destroy human freedom under the hypocrisy that the means will justify the end.  The arrogance of ignorance creates violence, which totally destroys.   Essentially, the arrogance of ignorance is strong delusion, reversionism, blackout of the soul, and scar tissue of the soul.  These are varying degrees of demon influence in the cosmic system.  One or more of the three categories of divine truth are rejected, resulting in demon influence.  So under the cosmic system, the arrogance of ignorance combines with the arrogance of power to use violence to gain power through injustice.


r.  The arrogance of ignorance destroys the believer’s personal sense of destiny and results in making many wrong decisions from a position of weakness.  Arrogance destroys capacity for life, true values of life, and a personal sense of destiny, meaning, purpose and definition in life.  Because arrogant power corrupts in both the angelic and human realm, humility is man’s only protection against the corrupting influence of power and authority.  It is really arrogance which corrupts, not power.  Arrogance corrupts power, and then power corrupts.


s.  Real arrogance really corrupts, because real arrogance is tantamount to opening the door to demon influence.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Ignorance of Christ and his true relation to the Father helps to account for persecution.  Such ignorance does not make the persecutor excusable.  Paul labeled himself chief of sinners on this very account! (1 Tim 1:13-15).”


b.  “The root cause of the hostility is again articulated (compare Jn 15:22) as a failure on the part of the Jews in ‘knowing’ the Father.  But here the failure of knowing Jesus is added to the cause of the persecution.  Indeed, in the letters to the seven churches of Revelation, John goes far beyond saying that the Jews did not know God.  He called the Jewish assemblies synagogues of Satan (Rev 2:9; 3:9).”


c.  “How could seemingly religious people commit such atrocities in the guise of worshiping God?  Far from serving God, such people do not in any sense know the true God; no one who hates Jesus Christ or His followers (1 Jn 4:20; 5:1) knows the Father (Jn 8:19; 1 Jn 3:1; cf. Jn 5:23; 14:7; 15:21).  Failing to know God is willful, inexcusable ignorance (Rom 1:18–32), and those who manifest it do not have eternal life (Rom 10:2–3).”


d.  “The world will persecute Jesus’ followers ‘because they have not known the Father or Me’.  They do not recognize the Father at work in the words and deeds of Jesus.  The Jewish people, for example, had a certain knowledge of God through the Law, but that knowledge was not a saving knowledge for God said their ‘hearts go astray and they have not known My ways’ (Ps 95:8-10).”


e.  “The Jews in their crisis of trial ‘did not recognize’ the Father and Christ.  Their sin is not placed in the want of knowledge in itself, but in the fact that when the opportunity of learning was given to them they did not gain the knowledge which was within their reach.”
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