John 1:1
John 16:22



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.  Then we have the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now” plus the coordinating conjunction MEN (which is used with DE in the next clause) meaning “on the one hand”…on the other hand.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun LUPĒ, meaning “grief, sorrow, anxiety, worry, or distress.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action of having grief.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore, indeed, on the one hand you have grief now”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however on the other hand” plus the temporal adverb PALIN, meaning “again.”  Then we have the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: I will see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.



The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.

“however on the other hand I will see you again,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the heart of the disciples) producing the action.



The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “your heart.”

“and your heart will rejoice,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARA plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your joy.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AIRW, which means “to take up; to take away; remove.”


The present tense is futuristic present, which describes a future event as though already taking place.  It is translated like a future tense.


The active voice indicates that no one will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”

“and no one will take away your joy from you.”
Jn 16:22 corrected translation
“Therefore, indeed, on the one hand you have grief now; however on the other hand I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy from you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, indeed, on the one hand you have grief now;”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper with an inference from the previous statement.  His previous statement was that “Whenever a woman gives birth she has pain, because her hour has come; however when she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the affliction because of the joy that a human being has been born into the world.”  The inference from this statement is that the same situation applies to the disciples.

b.  Jesus acknowledges and confirms the disciples’ grief right now.  They indeed truly have grief, anguish, mental pain and affliction, and it will only grow worse in the next eighteen hours.  They have grief now and will continue to have grief over the course of the next three days.

2.  “however on the other hand I will see you again,”

a.  Our Lord declares the coming contrast to the grief of the disciples.  He is leaving them, but He will see them again.  This refers to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in three days and has nothing to do with His appearance in the resurrection of the Church or at His second advent.


b.  This statement refers back to the Lord’s previous statement in Jn 14:18, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  This is now the second time He has promised that He will return to them personally after He has left them for “a little while.”

3.  “and your heart will rejoice,”

a.  Now our Lord states the change in emotion that will occur with His return—they will rejoice.  Joy is an emotion that results from the activity of the mentality of the soul.  The heart is where thinking takes place.


b.  Their grief will be turned into joy, just as it is declared in Ps 30:5, “For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.”


c.  This prediction or prophecy is shown to be proven by John’s statement in Jn 20:20, “And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side.  The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord.”

4.  “and no one will take away your joy from you.”

a.  Jesus then makes one of His greatest promises to the disciples—when they see Him again, they will rejoice with great joy, which no one will ever take away from them.  This joy is eternal.


b.  The world of unbelievers with all its hatred, persecution, and murder of believers will not be able to take the joy of knowing that we will live forever with the Lord Jesus Christ away from us.  As it is true for the disciples, so this promise applies to every believer with the word of God in their soul.


c.  Horrible things would happen to these men, but those horrible things could not bring an end to their joy at seeing and knowing that resurrection and eternal life is a fact and guarantee from God.  The joy these men had was directly related to the resurrection of Jesus, to knowing that resurrection really happens, to seeing Jesus living again with their own eyes, to witnessing the promise of eternal life fulfilled to the humanity of Christ.


d.  They would realize in a moment that the Lord of Glory had completely conquered death and they would too, since He had already promised that they would be with Him in His father’s house where there are many rooms.


e.  Unbelievers would spend the rest of their lives trying to take the joy of the disciples away from them.  The unbelievers never even came close to doing so.  And the application to us is just as important—no one can take your joy from you except you.  God has given you joy (Gal 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is unconditional love, joy…”), which you have as long as you are in fellowship with God.  You take God’s joy away from yourself by your own personal sin.  No other person can take it from you.  Jn 15:11, “I have spoken these things to you, in order that My joy may be in you, and [in order that] your joy may be made complete.”


f.  The joy that comes with faith in Christ is an eternal joy that we will have forever after we are done with this world.


g.  Phil 4:4, “Keep on having happiness in the Lord at all times, once more I will repeat [the command] keep on having happiness.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The joy of reunion would be an abiding experience; the second separation, occasioned by the Lord’s ascension, would not affect that joy (Lk 24:51-53).”


b.  “The sorrow is like that of the mother in childbirth (real, but fleeting, with permanent joy following).  The metaphor points, of course, to the resurrection of Jesus which did change the grief of the disciples to gladness, once they are convinced that Jesus has risen from the dead.  In verses 16 and 19 Jesus had said ‘you shall see me’, but here we have one more blessed promise, ‘I shall see you,’ showing that we are the objects of God’s regard.  This joy is a permanent possession.”


c.  “The main characteristic of that joy would be its security.  The joy would be so lasting that no amount of opposition would be able to destroy it.”


d.  “This verse represents the typical application of a parabolic message to the listener or reader.  ‘So with you’ followed immediately by the emphatic ‘now’ (literally: ‘therefore now’) leaves no question that the listener/reader is being addressed with an important message for the present situation.  Then the Greek construction sets in bold relief the alternatives in the message.  On the one hand the disciples are currently experiencing ‘grief’, while on the other hand Jesus promised ‘I will see you again’.  The shift in the focus from the disciples to Jesus is significant.  It should remind readers that they do not pull themselves up by their own bootstraps.  The gaining of hope is not ultimately a result of our own efforts.  Transforming hope comes because of divine action.  The resulting action is literally expressed by the statement that ‘your hearts will rejoice.’  For the Hebrew/Jewish writers, who loved to think in pictorial words, the heart was frequently regarded as the seat of the will.  Thus the transforming of the heart is regarded as crucial in gaining wholeness or salvation.  Here transformation is exemplified in the rejoicing heart.  With the coming of the resurrection of Jesus ‘no one will take away your joy’.  Joy, then, is multidimensional and can have eschatological overtones.  It also clearly reminds us that there are those who would try to scuttle the disciples’ joy.”


e.  “In the same way though the disciples would have grief in the short-term, they could take comfort in the Lord’s promise, ‘I will see you again’, and ‘your heart will rejoice’.  In verses 16 and 19 Jesus spoke of the disciples seeing Him; here He told them that He will see them.  His knowledge of believers is more important than and foundational to their knowledge of Him.  The reality that no one will take the disciples’ joy away from them indicates that more than just seeing Jesus after the resurrection is in view, since that lasted only forty days.  The Lord’s reference, as noted above, is to the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost to permanently indwell them.  The disciples’ Spirit-produced joy (Gal 5:22; cf. Rom 14:17; 1 Thes 1:6) would be permanent.  Nothing can undo the work of grace wrought in believers’ lives through the power of the cross.”


f.  “When they saw Him after His resurrection, their joy erupted—joy that will never end since He died to sin once but now lives forever (Rom 6:9-10; Lk 24:33-52; Heb 7:24-25).”
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