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
 is the double accusative of the thing from the masculine plural adjective APOSUNAGWGOS, meaning “outcasts from the synagogue.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, produce, or manufacture.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Jews will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the double accusative of the person from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples and all Christians.

“They will make you outcasts from the synagogue;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (an hour) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “an hour.”

“but an hour is coming”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce an objective.  It is translated by the word “that” or “for” after nouns meaning time: the time comes Jn 12:23; 13:1; 16:2, 32.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “everyone” and the articular aorist active participle of the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘everyone who’ produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to these disciples and by extension all believers.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think, suppose, or believe.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘everyone who’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of probability, indicating what is probably going to happen.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun LATREIA, meaning “service.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to offer.”


The present tense is descriptive present, describing what is going on at that time in the future.


The active voice indicates that ‘everyone who’ produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse, used after a verb of mental activity to indicate the content of that thinking.  It is translated by using the word “that” plus treating the infinitive like a finite verb: “that he is offering.”

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“for everyone who kills you will think that he is offering service to God.”
Jn 16:2 corrected translation
“They will make you outcasts from the synagogue; but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you will think that he is offering service to God.”
Explanation:
1.  “They will make you outcasts from the synagogue;”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper.  He has already talked about the hatred and persecution that unbelievers will have toward the disciples because of Him.  Now He gives an illustration of that persecution. 


b.  The subject “they” can only refer to the Jews in Jerusalem, Judea, Galilee and throughout the world, since they are the only people who had synagogues.  In the Christian church we call this excommunication.  It is the practice of forbidding a person from entering into worship with other believers.


c.  Notice that Jewish believers were not going to separate themselves from the synagogues of Judaism, but the leaders of Israel and of the synagogues would not permit Christians to enter or participate.


d.  There is more to being an outcast of the synagogue (APOSUNAGWGOS =literally ‘from the synagogue’) than not being able to worship there.  A person so identified by the leaders of the synagogue were not allowed to work with other Jews (so they lost their job) or if they were a merchant other Jews were not supposed to buy anything from them.  They were to be ostracized by their neighbors, friends, and even family.  They lost all social life with other Jews.  They were treated as though they had leprosy.  Therefore, believing in Christ cost these disciples more than just excommunication.  It cost them the entire life they knew before.  And eventually they would have to deal with the persecution begun by Saul of Tarsus.  “This excommunication involved prohibition not only from attendance at the synagogue, but from all fellowship with Israelites.”
  (See the notes on Jn 9:22 and 12:42.)
2.  “but an hour is coming”

a.  Jesus continues with a prediction of how things will continue to get worse for those who believe in Him.


b.  There are several times in human history where this prediction applies.



(1)  It first applied with the persecution of Saul of Tarsus, who believed he was doing “God’s work” by hunting down and imprisoning and killing Christians.



(2)  This “hour” continued to occur during the ten periods of persecution the Church endured between 64 A.D. and 311 A.D. under the apostate Roman Emperors.



(3)  This “hour” again occurred with the rise of Islam in the 7th century.  In some parts of the world this “hour” is still with us in relation to Islam.



(4)  This “hour” will definitely occur during the Tribulation for all those who do not receive the mark of the beast.

3.  “for everyone who kills you will think that he is offering service to God.”

a.  Jesus now explains what will happen during this “hour” or time of persecution.  Everyone who kills Christians will think that he or she is offering service to God.  This is exactly what Islamic terrorists believe.  This is exactly what those who have the mark of the beast in the Tribulation will believe.  It is exactly what the pagan Roman Emperors believed.


b.  It is interesting that nowhere in Scripture is God honored by the mass murder of others because of what they believe, except in the case of the degenerate people living in the land of Palestine/Israel when the Exodus generation arrived.  They were so completely degenerate that God wanted them wiped out completely by believers.  That is the only time God ever expected to be served by killing others.  The Crusades did not honor God and offered no service to God.  Neither did the Inquisition against the Jews.  “No persecution is more bitter than when done by religious enthusiasts and bigots like the Spanish Inquisition.”


c.  Satan is clearly behind the thinking that a person is serving God by killing Christians.  This thinking will raise its ugly head one final time in human history with the Gog-Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In Jn 16:2 Jesus warns the disciples that the time will come when they will be put out of the synagogues and even persecuted to death.  No mere suspension is in view but total anathematizing and expulsion.”


b.  “The best commentary is the confession of Saul of Tarsus concerning his persecuting days (Acts 26:9-11).  He measured his zeal for his own religion by the terrors and ravages he inflicted on the church (Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6).”


c.  “A basic reason for Jesus having given the warning in 16:1 is now spelled out in this verse.  Persecution is a major threat to the Christian community’s well-being and the continuing faithfulness of its people.  Moreover, as part of the world’s culture, we often think that our well-being and prosperity are regarded as a mark of our obedience to God and of our divine approval.  But that was not the perspective of Jesus, who in this Gospel is said to have lived with His ‘hour’ (death) relentlessly approaching.  Now the term ‘hour’ (the NIV has the less adequate ‘time’), is applied to the disciples.  Not only was persecution to be expected, but for many death was to be their assignment (Jn 21:18–19).  Moreover, the persecutors would actually think that they were serving God by seeking to stamp out what they considered to be the Christian error.  The expression translated ‘offering a service to God’ clearly carries a sense of holy zeal, a jihad (a holy war), or a worshipful commitment on the part of the persecutors.  It is with this type of understanding that the ‘Curse on the Heretics’ was inserted into the daily Jewish prayers known as the Eighteen Benedictions.  Such was likewise the perspective of Paul, the persecutor, before he became a Christian (Acts 26:9).  Paul’s teacher, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), was said to be of quite a different spirit (Acts 5:33–39), but apparently John encountered more Jews like pre-Christian Paul than those like Gamaliel.  His picture of the Jews in the story of the blind man certainly reflects the type of hostility described here, for they would excommunicate anyone from the synagogue who gave a positive witness concerning Jesus (Jn 9:22, 34).  Excommunication, exclusion, and arranging for the death of such rebels was an approved pattern (Acts 20:3; 23:12–14).”


d.  “The Lord continued by describing some of the specific persecution the disciples would face in the coming hour.  To be made outcasts from the synagogue meant far more than merely being forbidden to attend religious services.  Those who were excommunicated from the synagogue were cut off from all religious, social, and economic aspects of Jewish society.  They were branded as traitors to their people and their God, and faced the likely consequence of losing both their families and their jobs.  Not surprisingly, being unsynagogued was greatly feared.  But even worse than such excommunication, some of Christ’s followers would pay with their lives.   In a bitter irony, the enemies of Christ sometimes think that by killing Christians they are offering service to God. This is true even today in nations where in the name of Allah militant Islam stands violently opposed to Christianity.  The folly of attempting to serve a false god by murdering God’s people reveals the depths to which sinful darkness blankets the minds of the unconverted.”


e.  “Hostile Jewish non-Christians in Asia Minor do not appear to have killed Christians directly; but their participation in Christians’ deaths was no less significant.  By betraying Jewish Christians to the Roman authorities and claiming that Christians were non-Jewish, they left Christians with no legal exemption from worshiping the emperor.  Worried that Christians were a messianic and apocalyptic movement that could get them in trouble with Rome, many synagogue leaders may have thought their betrayal of Christians would protect the rest of their community (compare Jn 11:50).”
  Judaism was the only religion in the Roman Empire that was permitted to not worship the Emperor, because Judaism predated the establishment of the city of Rome, and the Romans respected religious institutions that were older than their existence.  Therefore, if the Christians were thought of as a sect of Judaism, the Christian religion would come under the same protection from Rome.  Judaism’s official break with Christianity occurred about 90 A.D. (about the same time John wrote this gospel).


f.  “Jesus pulls no punches when He tells His disciples that their situation in the world will be serious and even dangerous.  Note the progress in the world’s opposition: hatred (15:18–19), persecution (15:20), excommunication, and even death (16:2).  You can trace these stages of resistance as you read the Book of Acts.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (p. 476). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Vine, W., & Bruce, F. (1981). Vol. 2: Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (p. 101). Old Tappan NJ: Revell.


� Robertson, A. (1997). Word Pictures in the New Testament (Jn 16:2). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.


� Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (p. 1113). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans.


� Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Jn 16:2). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Borchert, G. L. (2003). Vol. 25B: John 12-21 (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (p. 161–162). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� MacArthur, J. (2008). MacArthur NT Commentary - John 12-21 (p. 191–192). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.


� Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Jn 16:2). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Jn 15:18). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.





2
5

