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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However, But.”  With this we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Spirit of Truth produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, in which the subjunctive mood is used in indefinite temporal clauses.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “He” and referring to the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the appositional/explanatory nominative from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” plus the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “of Truth.”

“However when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes,”

 is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HODĒGEW, which means “to lead, guide, conduct: He will guide.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples and by extension all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative/locative or instrumental case from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all truth.”  There are several possibilities for the dative/locative/instrumental case here:


1.  As a dative of reference this would mean ‘He will guide you with reference to all truth.’


2.  As a locative of place this would mean ‘He will guide you in the place of all truth’.


3.  As an instrumental of means, this would mean ‘He will guide you by means of all truth’.


4.  And as an instrumental of manner, this would mean ‘He will guide you with all truth’.

The first, third and fourth options are saying virtually the same thing—that the word of God is what the Holy Spirit uses to guide believers.  The difference between “by means of” and “with” is negligible.

“He will guide you with all truth;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular future active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will not take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “from the source of himself.”  BDAG suggests: “to do something of one’s own accord Jn 5:19; to speak on one’s own authority Jn 7:18; 16:13.”

“for He will not speak from the source of Himself,”

 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “what things” or “whatever.”  Then we have third person singular future active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb LALEW, meaning “to speak.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but whatever He will hear, He will speak;”

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the articular neuter plural present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the things that.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on; that is, what is in the process of occurring.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (future events) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial in translation though substantival in form.  Literally this means “the coming things” (substantival), but is translated like a verb “the things that are coming” or “what is to come.”

Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ANAGGELLW, which means “to provide information: disclose, announce, proclaim, teach.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you,” but translated like a direct object in English grammar.

“and He will teach you the things that are coming.”
Jn 16:13 corrected translation
“However when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you with all truth; for He will not speak from the source of Himself, but whatever He will hear, He will speak; and He will teach you the things that are coming.”
Explanation:
1.  “However when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes,”

a.  In spite of the fact that Jesus still has many things to say to the disciples, which they are not able to bear now, when the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth comes, they will be able to bear them.

b.  The empowering of the Holy Spirit, which is called in Scripture ‘the filling of the Spirit’, gives us the ability to bear all things through Him who keeps on pouring the power into us, Phil 4:13, “I have the power to do all things by the One who keeps on empowering me.”


c.  The title ‘the Spirit of Truth’ describes the important characteristic of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus wants to emphasize to the disciples here.  The Holy Spirit deals in truth.  He tells the truth, explains the truth, teaches the truth, reveals the truth, etc.  The ‘truth’ here is the revelation of God as opposed to everything the world thinks from the Lie of Satan.  Satan is the father of lies.  God the Holy Spirit is the truth.


d.  Notice that again Jesus emphasizes the fact that the Holy Spirit is coming.  This would happen in 53 days.  Even though it is described as a future event, it was guaranteed to happen.  The Holy Spirit was coming to reveal and teach the things that our Lord did not have time to teach now and which the disciples were not able to bear now.


e.  The demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS is in the masculine singular, indicating the personality of the Holy Spirit.  He is not a thing, but a person.  “The masculine pronoun is here used which points to the personality of the Spirit as guide.”

2.  “He will guide you with all truth;”

a.  The Holy Spirit is our guide, just as He was the guide of the disciples and all the believers He empowered on Pentecost.  The question then becomes, “How does the Holy Spirit guide us?”  The answer is found in the prepositional phrase which follows.


b.  As explained in the exegetical notes above the preposition EN plus the dative/locative or instrumental case from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all truth” has several possible meanings, which could be translated ‘with reference to all truth’, ‘by means of all truth’, or ‘with all truth’.  These three possibilities are all saying the same thing with varying shades of meaning.  The difference between means and manner is negligible.  Whether the Holy Spirit guides us by means of all truth or with all truth, He is still using the truth of the word of God to guide us.  That is the point being emphasized by our Lord.


c.  The phrase “all truth” refers to the entire content of the New Testament Scriptures, including all the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, which was given to Paul to teach—things which the disciples were not ready to hear, learn, or process in their thinking.  They needed the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to make those things understandable to them, just as Peter said, “And consider the patience of our Lord to be deliverance, just as our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him wrote to you, as also in all the letters, he has spoken in them concerning these things, in which some things are hard to understand, which things the ignorant and unstable distort, as also the other Scriptures resulting in their own ruin.  …but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Glory belongs to Him both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.” 2 Pet 3:15-16, 18.

3.  “for He will not speak from the source of Himself,”

a.  Our Lord continues with an explanation that the Holy Spirit will not speak from the source of Himself.  This means that the Holy Spirit will not relate, teach, explain, or inspire things that originate with Him.


b.  The Holy Spirit is truth, but He Himself is not the origin or source of the truths that He will reveal to the disciples for inclusion in the New Testament and which will be taught by the disciples to other believers.


c.  John is not diminishing the omniscience or foreknowledge or mental activity of the Holy Spirit in any way by this statement.  He is simply pointing out that the origin and source of what the Holy Spirit will reveal and teach will not be from the Spirit Himself.  This is similar to our Lord’s statements about Himself in His relationship to the Father.  Jn 7:16-17, “Therefore Jesus answered them and said, ‘My teaching is not Mine, but belongs to the One who sent Me.  If anyone wants to do His will, he will know concerning this teaching, whether it is from God or I am speaking from the source of Myself.”  Compared with Jn 8:26-28, “I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but [consider also] the One who sent Me is truthful; and the things which I heard from Him, these things I am speaking to the world.’  They did not realize that He was speaking to them about the Father.  Therefore Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that ‘I am’, and I do nothing from the source of Myself, but as the Father has taught Me I speak these things.’”  And Jn 12:49-50, “Because I did not speak on My own authority, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given to Me a commandment with reference to what I should say and how I should speak.  In fact I know that His commandment is eternal life.   Therefore the things which I speak, just as the Father has spoken to Me, so I am speaking.”  And Jn 14:10, “Do you not believe that I [am] in the Father, and the Father is in Me?  I am not speaking the words which I am saying to you on My own authority, but the Father dwelling in Me keeps on producing His works.”  Jn 15:15.

4.  “but whatever He will hear, He will speak;”

a.  Instead of speaking from the source of Himself, the Holy Spirit will reveal, teach, and explain the things that He hears from both the Father and the Son.  He will do for the Father and Son what the Son did for the Father during the First Advent.


b.  The importance of this statement is the emphasis that the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit will be no less than the very thoughts of God the Father and God the Son.  The fact that the Holy Spirit ‘hears’ these things, indicates His intimate relationship with the Father and the Son.  He has to be with them to speak for them.  This phrase indicates that the Holy Spirit speaks for or on behalf of God the Father and God the Son.

5.  “and He will teach you the things that are coming.”

a.  The previous statements dwelt with the ministry of the Holy Spirit in revealing the divine things.  This statement emphasizes the fact that the Holy Spirit not only reveals these things but teaches these things.  This is one of the major functions of the mentorship of the Holy Spirit to all Church Age believers.


b.  When God provides a communicator of His word, the things that are taught are often difficult to understand (as Peter mentioned with reference to Paul’s teaching).  God the Holy Spirit is the One who makes those things understandable.  They are often not understandable the first time we hear them, but with a little repetition and building one concept upon others which we do understand, the Holy Spirit is able to expand our theological knowledge and understanding.


c.  Without the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, the teaching of the word of God and the message of the gospel are “foolishness.”  The mind of man controlled by the sin nature does not accept the things of God.  1 Cor 2:9-14, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God has revealed [them] to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s inner self [spirit] which [is] in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking], but the spirit which [is] from God [the Holy Spirit], in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God, which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teachings from human wisdom, but by means of the teachings from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”


d.  What are ‘the things that are coming’?  This clearly refers to the content of the New Testament, none of which had been written at the time Jesus spoke these words.  This phrase refers to more than just the prophecies that would occur in Revelation.  It also refers to the all the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, which were never revealed to anyone prior to that point in human history.



(1)  1 Cor 2:7-8, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom], which God decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which [wisdom] none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”



(2)  Eph 1:9-10, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him;”



(3)  Eph 3:1-6, “For this reason, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus, for the sake of you, the Gentiles—inasmuch as you have heard about the administration of the grace of God, which was given to me for your benefit, that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly, with reference to which, as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ, which [mystery] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel,”



(4)  Col 1:24d-27, “the Church, on behalf of which I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been given to me for your benefit to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


e.  God the Holy Spirit teaches the Church the things that are coming through those believers who wrote the letters and messages that became the content of the New Testament.

6.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The communication of these things could be safely deferred until the Spirit of truth came, who is a teacher as truly as the Lord himself.  All truth.  Not truth in every realm of knowledge, but truth in the things of God in the narrower sense, which we speak of as spiritual things.  He shall not speak of (from) himself.  He would not attempt to initiate the things he would teach, but like the Son, would pass on to men what was given to him from God the Father.  One common source guarantees unity in the teaching.  Ultimately believers are taught of God (1 Thes 4:9).  The return of Christ and attendant events may be in view, but more immediately the things to come were the death and resurrection of Jesus and their effects, the very things over which the disciples had stumbled when Jesus had talked about them.”


b.  “The role of the Spirit of truth is precisely defined here as not being independent of Jesus.  Harmony in the Godhead concerning the Gospel message is a basic assumption of John.  Moreover, the role of the Spirit as guide into all truth involves guidance in the whole sphere of truth.  Such an expression is not primarily focused on…one’s life-defining orientation with God and in turn how that affects the way one is guided and related to the various information highways of life.  Like Jesus, who was the obedient agent of the Father, the Spirit’s role is also one of agency—namely, to communicate to the disciples what he receives (‘hears’).  One does not have to be a brilliant interpreter to guess that this last clause has led to a great deal of speculation concerning its intended meaning.  Is the role of the Spirit to provide predictions concerning future events?  Or is the role one of simply providing perspective for the future in light of the already revealed message of the Gospel?  These two poles of opinion reflect the two sides of the way people speak of prophecy in terms of ‘foretelling’ and ‘forthtelling’.  The former can be as radically expansive and lacking in controlled guidelines as the latter can be restrictive.  The appropriate meaning is undoubtedly to be found in a synthesis of both, wherein wide-ranging speculation is eliminated by remembering that these words were written as a Farewell message to anxious disciples who feared the imminent loss of Jesus, their physical companion and guide.  But the future was also an unknown page for them, since these Paraclete passages indicate that the coming times would be traumatic for them and that in such times the disciples would need the truthful and authentic Spirit to guide them through their forthcoming wilderness.”


c.  “The Spirit of Truth would come after Jesus’ death to lead the apostles into the truth about Jesus and His work.  The Spirit would not teach the disciples on His own (i.e., on His own initiative) but would teach only what He hears from the Father.  This points up the interdependence of the Persons in the Trinity.  The Father would tell the Spirit what to teach the apostles about the Son.  Also the Spirit would teach what is yet to come.  This statement helps one understand the promise, He will guide you into all truth.  This was a promise to the apostles that their partial understanding of the person and work of Jesus as the Messiah would be completed as the Spirit would give them insight into the meanings of the soon-to-come Cross and the Resurrection as well as truths about Jesus’ return.  The New Testament books are the fulfillment of this teaching ministry of the Spirit.”


d.  “When you compare Jn 14:26 with 16:13, you see the wonderful way that God arranged for the writing of the New Testament Scriptures.  The Spirit would remind them of what Jesus had taught them; this gives us the four Gospels.  The Spirit would also ‘guide’ them into all truth; and this would result in the epistles.  ‘He will show you things to come’ refers to the prophetic Scriptures, especially the Book of Revelation.  It is essential that we see that the work of the Spirit of God is never divorced from Jesus Christ or the Word of God.  ‘He shall testify of Me’ (Jn 15:26); ‘He shall glorify Me’ (Jn 16:14).  People who claim that the Spirit of God led them to do things contrary to the example of Christ or the teaching of the Word are mistaken and are being led astray by Satan.  Jesus is the truth (Jn 14:6), and the Word is truth (Jn 17:17), and the Holy Spirit is ‘the Spirit of Truth’.  Where the Holy Spirit is at work, there must be truth.  The phrase ‘He [the Spirit] shall not speak of Himself’ (Jn 16:13) does not mean that the Spirit never refers to Himself, for when He wrote the Bible, the Spirit often mentioned Himself.  Rather, it means that He does not speak apart from the Father and the Son; He does not ‘manufacture’ a different message.  You have the entire Godhead mentioned in Jn 16:13, because the Spirit of God does not ignore either the Father or the Son.  They work harmoniously together.  The teaching of the Spirit through the Apostles was not different from the teaching of the Spirit through Jesus Christ.  Some theologians like to contrast the ‘Christianity of Christ’ with the ‘Christianity of Paul’.  They claim that Paul ‘ruined’ Christianity by making it so theological and complicating the ‘simple message’ of Jesus Christ.  What a sad interpretation this is.  What Jesus said in John 14:26 and 16:13 completely refutes this false teaching.  The same Holy Spirit communicated the truths found in the four Gospels, the epistles, and the Book of Revelation; and He also wrote the history and doctrine found in Acts.  It is the ministry of the Spirit to enrich us with the treasures of God’s truth.  He enlightens us with God’s truth and enriches us with God’s treasures.  The Word of God is a rich mine of gold, silver, and precious jewels (Prov 3:13–15; 8:10–21).  What a joy it is to have the Spirit illumine His Word.”
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