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

 is the preposition EN plus the instrument of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to be glorified.”


The aorist tense is a constative and gnomic aorist, which views the entire action as a timeless fact.


The passive voice indicates that God the Father receives the action of being glorified.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Father.”

“My Father is glorified by this,”
 is the conjunction HINA plus the subjunctive mood in the verb can be used substantivally.  “There are four basic uses: subject, predicate nominative, direct object, and apposition.  The force of the appositional HINA is namely, that.  Although not frequent, it is almost idiomatic of Johannine literature.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS and the adjective POLUS, meaning “much fruit.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb PHERW, which means “to bear or produce.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes what has not yet taken place but is proposed to take place.  This could also be regarded as a customary present for what is reasonably and normally expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating an element of contingency, which should be indicated by the word “might or may.”  The situation depends on the volition of the believer.

“namely that you might bear much fruit,”

 is the conjunction KAI, which is used to indicate a result and translated “and so.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be, prove to be, turn out to be Jn 15:8.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a potential fact.  This futuristic aspect of the aorist caused some scribes to write this verb as a future tense.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the disciples) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and a potential subjunctive.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the first person masculine plural personal pronoun EMOS, used as an adjective plus the nominative masculine plural noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “My disciples.”
“and so you might prove to be My disciples.”

Jn 15:8 corrected translation
“My Father is glorified by this, namely, that you might bear much fruit, and so you might prove to be My disciples.”
Explanation:
1.  “My Father is glorified by this,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching to the disciples after the last supper by mentioning what glorifies God the Father.  The word “this” can refer to what has already been said, but can also refer to what is about to be said.  That is the case here.  What glorifies God the Father will be stated in the next clause.


b.  Something that should not be ignored here is our Lord’s consistent use of the phrase “My Father,” indicating the intimate, personal love relationship between Himself and God the Father.


c.  Another important point to remember here is that God can be glorified by others.  Therefore, we need to ask the question: ‘What does glorification of God mean?’  To glorify someone means to bring honor, acclaim, admiration, respect, and credit to them for who and what they are or something they have done.  God can and does glorify others (the Lord Jesus Christ and those who believe in Him) and others can glorify God.  The Scriptures declare both.



(1)  Jn 8:54, “My Father is the One who glorifies Me,”



(2)  Jn 7:39, “because Jesus was not yet glorified.”



(3)  Jn 11:4, “This sickness is not for the purpose of death, but for the glory of God, in order that the Son of God may be glorified by means of it.”



(4)  Jn 12:16, “but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him.”



(5)  Jn 12:23, “The hour has come, in order for the Son of Man to be glorified.”



(6)  Jn 12:28, “Father, glorify Your person.’  Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.’”



(7)  Jn 13:31-32, “Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified by Him; In fact God will glorify Him in association with Himself, and immediately He will glorify Him.”



(8)  Jn 14:13, “And whatever you might ask in My name, that I will do, in order that the Father may be glorified by the Son.”



(9)  Acts 3:13, “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus,”



(10)  Acts 11:18, “Now after hearing these things, they remained silent and glorified God, saying, ‘Then, God has also granted to the Gentiles the change of mind resulting in life.’”



(11)  Acts 19:17, “Now this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who live in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all; and the name of the Lord Jesus was being glorified.”



(12)  Rom 8:17, “Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God, and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with [Christ].”

2.  “namely, that you might bear much fruit,”

a.  God the Father is glorified by every bit of divine good produced by any believer during human history.  The fruit that believers bear is divine good.  It includes everything that we do that is motivated by the filling or power of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22) and the word of God in our souls.  When we are motivated by the Holy Spirit and doctrine, we do the will of God, and this glorifies God.


b.  God has a very simple plan: He tells us what He wants us to do; He gives us the power to do it through the filling of the Holy Spirit; He gives us the opportunities to do what He wants; We do what wants; He is glorified by what we have done; He then glorifies us for doing what He wanted.


c.  All the divine good we produce glorifies God, and we are rewarded in time and for eternity for all the divine good we produce.  These rewards are the gold, silver, and precious gems of 1 Cor 3:12-15.


d.  God doesn’t want us to bear a little fruit.  He wants us to bear the fruit of Num 13:23, “Then they came to the valley of Eshcol and from there cut down a branch with a single cluster of grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two men, with some of the pomegranates and the figs.”


e.  Since God is glorified by the fruit we produce, He is going to give us everything necessary (time, opportunities, spiritual power, etc.) to glorify Him as much as we can. 

3.  “and so you might prove to be My disciples.”

a.  The result of producing much fruit is proof to the world of unbelievers that we are the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The disciples would perform countless miracles and acts of divine good from the day of Pentecost onward.  Three thousand (as a minimum) acts of divine good alone were produced on Pentecost with the salvation of that many unbelievers.  Not only did the disciples of the Lord prove to be His disciples, but all those who believed in their message also proved to be His disciples.  Just look at the abundance of spiritual gifts given to the church of Corinth and think of the divine good they must have produced—and they were the worst church in the first century.  How much more was being produced by the churches of Thessalonica, Philippi, Ephesus, Colossae, Antioch, etc.


c.  Everywhere divine good was being produced by believers, they were proving to the world of unbelievers that they were disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This not only glorified the person of Jesus Christ, but also God the Father.  God the Father is glorified when we prove to others that we are disciples of Christ.  And the biggest, best, grandest, and most outstanding proof that we are our Lord’s disciples is our unconditional love for others and obedience to the will of God.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “At this point the twofold purpose or result of fruit bearing is specifically articulated.  The aorist tense of the verb ‘my father is glorified’ emphasizes either the certainty or customariness of an action (here glorification).  The NIV has restructured the statement.  In the Johannine Gospel the verb ‘to glorify’ is usually employed in two ways: to refer to the hour of Jesus’ glorification (namely, his death and resurrection) and its result, the Father’s glorification in the Son.  But here the Father is glorified through the disciples.  This text, however, must not be understood as implying that the disciples glorify the Father directly as the result of their own actions.  It is because they abide in Jesus, the Vine, and are obedient to him in the bearing of fruit that they bring glory to the Father.  This derivative relationship of the disciples to the Father is a significant point in this teaching analogy.  The primary task of the disciple is to glorify Jesus (cf. 17:10; 21:19), who glorifies the Father.  This bearing of fruit, therefore, not only indicates that the followers are true disciples of Jesus but also that God is glorified in their discipleship.”
  I don’t think Borchert is suggesting that believers do not directly glorify God as a result of our own actions, since we are commanded to glorify God (1 Chr 16:28; Ps 22:23; Isa 42:12; 1 Cor 6:20).  I think he is echoing the idea in 1 Pet 4:11, “Whoever speaks, [is to do so] as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves [is to do so] as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

b.  “The greatest theme in the universe is the glory of God, and to live a life that brings God glory is the believer’s highest privilege and duty.  Only those who are in union with Christ can glorify God.  Paul wrote, ‘I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me’ (Rom 15:18; cf. 1 Cor 15:10; Gal 2:20; Col 1:29).”

� Wallace, D. B. (1999; 2002). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament (p. 475). Zondervan Publishing House and Galaxie Software.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (p. 199). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Borchert, G. L. (2003). Vol. 25B: John 12-21 (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (p. 145–146). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� MacArthur, J. (2008). MacArthur NT Commentary - John 12-21 (p. 151). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.





2
4

