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

 is the third class conditional particle EAN plus the negative MĒ, meaning “If not” or “unless.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone; anyone; a certain one.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb MENW, which means “to reside, abide, live, stay; remain or continue.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which indicates an action being contemplated but not actually taking place.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject someone/anyone produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive in a third class conditional protasis, indicating a possibility, depending upon the volition of the individual involved.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me.”
“If anyone does not remain in Me,”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to be thrown.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘anyone’ receives the action of being thrown.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of place EXW, which means “out; outside.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KLĒMA, meaning “a branch.”  Then we have the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb XĒRAINW, which means “to dry up.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘anyone’ receives the action of being dried up.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“he is thrown out as a branch and is dried up;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens at that time.


The active voice indicates that others (elect angels) produce the action of gathering up unbelievers for the baptism of fire after the second advent of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the dried up branches.

“and they gather them,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “into the fire.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will occur at that time.


The active voice indicates that the elect angels produce the action of throwing unbelievers into the fire.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object “[them]” here, but it can be again because of its mention in the previous clause.  This is followed by another additive KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KAIW, which means “to cause something to burn so as to be consumed, burn (up).  Passive intransitive: to be burned Jn 15:6.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will occur at that time.


The passive voice indicates that the unbelievers receive the action of being burned up.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“and they throw [them] into the fire and they are burned.”
Jn 15:6 corrected translation
“If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown out as a branch and is dried up; and they gather them, and they throw [them] into the fire and they are burned.”
Explanation:
1.  “If anyone does not remain in Me,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching to the disciples after the last supper on the subject of the Vine and the branches by illustrating what happens to the branches that do not remain in fellowship with Him.


b.  Some commentators interpret the verb “to remain” as though it were a synonym for believing in Christ.  They then say that a believer can lose their salvation by not continuing to believe in Christ or they assert that a true believer is someone who believes and never stops believing, but the false ‘believer’ never really believed in the first place.


c.  So the first issue that must be resolved here is the question: Who is being referred to by the subject ‘anyone’?  It the ‘anyone’ a believer or unbeliever?  It is clear from the context that the branches are the ‘anyone’ or that the word ‘anyone’ refers to one of the branches.  And in the previous context the branches are believers.  The second issue that must be resolved is the meaning of the prepositional phrase “in Me,” which clearly refers to having a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The previous context has shown this to refer to being “in [fellowship with] Christ” or “in [communion with] Me.”  So Jesus is talking about a believer who does not remain in fellowship with Him.  This is the premise from which we shall work.  Notice the impossible premise: “If any unbeliever does not remain in union with or in fellowship with Me.”  The unbeliever is never in union with or in fellowship with the Lord.  Therefore, we only have two possibilities here: (1) either the believer does not remain in fellowship with Christ (which is mentioned as a subject elsewhere in Scripture: 1 Cor 3 and 1 John) or (2) the believer does not remain in union with Christ; that is, he/she loses their salvation (which contradicts every eternal security passage in the New Testament, and all the promises of God regarding eternal life).  For obvious reasons I prefer interpretation number one.

2.  “he is thrown out as a branch and is dried up;”

a.  The branch that does not produce any fruit is pruned by the vinedresser.  It is cut away from the vine and cast in a pile of other useless branches and dries up.  Drying up is a picture of dying.  Being thrown out is a picture of being cut off from this life.  It is not a picture of being cast out of the kingdom of God or heaven or anywhere else.  That interpretation is reading far too much into the analogy or metaphor.


b.  All Jesus is doing here is pointing out that believers who refuse to produce divine good, because they refuse to live the spiritual life God has provided for them are useless to God and cut off from this life and die.  Remember 1 Jn 5:16, “There is a state of sin leading to [physical] death.”  That state of sinfulness is the status of perpetual carnality.  If a believer refuses to remain in Christ by living a life of perpetual carnality in a state of sinfulness, it leads to physical death—dying discipline from the Lord.


c.  The believer in perpetual carnality is no longer needed in this life; for he or she is producing no fruit for God.  That believer is unfruitful and not needed in this life.  They are producing no testimony against Satan.  They are doing nothing to help other believers.  They are not demonstrating any reciprocal love for God.

3.  “and they gather them, and they throw [them] into the fire and they are burned.”

a.  Who are the ‘they’ in this statement?  They are the workmen who work for the vinedresser (God).  The problem is the meaning and interpretation of the word ‘them’.  There are two possibilities: (1) the word ‘time’ refers to the useless, dried up, dead branches and/or (2) the word ‘them’ refers to the dead works of the dried up, dead branches.


b.  If meaning (1) is assumed, then we get the interpretation from commentators that these branches are being thrown into hell or the lake of fire by the elect angels because they were never true believers in the first place or they were believers who lost their salvation.  If meaning (2) is assumed, then we get the interpretation that is consistent with Paul’s description of what happens to the dead works of the carnal believer in 1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation [of faith in Christ] gold, silver, valuable gems [divine good], various kinds of woods, grass, straw [dead works], the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”


c.  1 Cor 3:12-15 is describing what happens to the carnal believer’s dead works at the evaluation seat of Christ.  Every believer is evaluated by Christ.  The believer who produces divine good (gold, silver, and valuable gems) is rewarded for what they built on the foundation of their faith in Christ.  The believer who produces the dead works of carnality (wood, grass, and straw) has their works burn up in the evaluation fire of the Lord.  The Lord tests the works of every believer with fire.  Divine good is not consumed by the fire, but dead works of carnality are consumed.  Therefore the word “them” in our passage could refer to the dead works of the carnal believer that are throw into the fire of the Lord Jesus Christ at their evaluation.  The dead works of the carnal believer are burned up, not the believer.  They still have their eternal life, but have no eternal rewards beyond their eternal life and resurrection body, which God promised them and never takes away.


d.  Another way of looking at this statement is that the believer is thrown into the fire of judgment at the judgment seat of Christ.  All of his human good, evil, and dead works are burned away, so that he or she is left with nothing but their resurrection body.  John mentioned these believers in Rev 3:18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves, and that the disgrace produced by your nakedness [no eternal rewards] may not be revealed.”  The idea here is that the carnal believer is covered with dead works, human good, and evil (things not judged by God on the Cross, but judged at the judgment seat of Christ after our resurrection), which dead works, human good, and evil must be burned off, leaving him or her with only their resurrection body to glorify God for all eternity.  Other believers who lived the spiritual life in obedience to God will be covered with decorations of gold, silver, and previous gems to indicate their eternal rewards that glorify God forever.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “I do not believe our Lord is teaching here that true believers can lose their salvation, for this would contradict what He taught in Jn 6:37 and 10:27–30.  It is unwise to build a theological doctrine on a parable or allegory.  Jesus was teaching one main truth—the fruitful life of the believer—and we must not press the details too much.  Just as an unfruitful branch is useless, so an unfruitful believer is useless; and both must be dealt with.  It is a tragic thing for a once-fruitful believer to backslide and lose his privilege of fellowship and service.  If anything, Jn 15:6 describes divine discipline rather than eternal destiny. ‘There is [for believers] a sin unto death’ (1 Jn 5:16).”


b.  “What did Jesus mean by these symbolic words about vine branches being burned?  These words have been interpreted in at least three ways: (1) The ‘burned’ branches are Christians who have lost their salvation.  (But this contradicts many passages, e.g., Jn 3:16, 36; 5:24; 10:28-29; Rom 8:1.) (2) The ‘burned’ branches represent Christians who will lose rewards but not salvation at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor 3:15). (But Jesus spoke here of dead branches; such a branch is thrown away and withers.) (3) The ‘burned’ branches refer to professing Christians who, like Judas, are not genuinely saved and therefore are judged.  Like a dead branch, a person without Christ is spiritually dead and therefore will be punished in eternal fire (cf. Mt 25:46).  Judas was with Jesus; he seemed like a ‘branch’.  But he did not have God’s life in him; therefore he departed; his destiny was like that of a dead branch.”
  The problem with meaning (3) is that the previous context is dealing with believers as the branches.  All the branches in the analogy begin as branches growing out of the Vine, being attached to the Vine.  They are not something from the outside grafted in.

c.  “ Since the subject is the bearing of fruit and not eternal life, the burning is a judgment upon fruitlessness, not an abandonment to eternal destruction.  The branch is the potential of possible fruit-bearing, not the person himself.  It speaks here of unfruitful works (cf. 1 Cor 3:15).”


d.  “The downside of the analogy here reaches its epitome.  Failure to produce fruit brings a severe warning concerning the certain end of unfruitfulness.  Employing the indefinite pronoun (‘anyone, someone’), the evangelist separates any unfruitful person from the faithful, persevering, fruitful disciples/branches and indicates that such a person is thrown away and withers.  Several questions may emerge from this statement: (1) Who does the handling of these unfruitful branches?  Although it is not stated in this verse, the reader is likely to imply from v. 2 that it is the work of the gardener/father.  (2) Does this verse refer to Judas Iscariot?  The early Christians could hardly not have thought of Judas when reviewing this verse.  But the application is hardly to be restricted only to Judas.  Then (3) the lingering question may be: does this verse about the thrown out, withered, and finally burned up branches refer to the future judgment scene?  This question is a little more involved.  There is no doubt that the image of burning the dried branches is a judgment motif that goes back to the Old Testament including the plagues of Egypt (Ex 9:23) and the cities and disobedient people who are burned (Lev 10:2; Num 26:10; Dt 10:21; 12:3; Josh 6:24; 8:19; 1 Sam 30:1–3).  God’s anger is linked to fire (Dt 32:22), and fire is often used as a symbol of judgment both in the Old Testament (Ps 11:6; Jer 4:4; etc.) and the New (Mt 3:12; 5:22; 13:40–42; Mk 9:47; etc.).  And, of course, fire is repeatedly used in the judgment scenes of Revelation (Rev 8:7–8; 11:5; 14:10; 16:8; 18:8; 19:20; 20:9–10, 14–15; 21:8).  But Beasley-Murray, who wrote a great deal on eschatological subjects, made a special point of stating that readers should not jump to the conclusion that fire here symbolizes the ‘judgment of Gehenna.’  I would add that it is unnecessary to restrict judgment here to the final cataclysmic events of the world.  The mashal [analogy] is a picture, and this verse is a vivid portrait of the significance of fruitless vine branches.  Unlike olive wood, the cuttings of the vineyard are good for nothing except burning.  That was the judgment of Ezekiel when he likened Jerusalem to fruitless vines (Ezek 15:1–6), and that is the judgment of fruitless disciples in this metaphorical picture of John.”


e.  “A very different fate awaits the branches that do not bear fruit.  Because they are detrimental to the health of the vine, the vinedresser would cut off the dry, lifeless, withered branches.  In the Lord’s analogy, the vinedresser (the Father) takes the unregenerate [MacArthur assumes they are unregenerate; this is a case of bringing one’s theology to the interpretation of the passage; we don’t know if the branches are regenerate or not; the passage doesn’t tell us; but the context points to regenerate persons] false branches away from their superficial attachment to the vine, and they are thrown away.  The reference here is not, as some imagine, to true Christians losing their salvation, nor are these fruitless but genuine Christians (an impossibility, as we have seen [no it is not impossible as 1 Cor 3:12-15 and Rev 3:18 prove).  That these branches bear no fruit marks them as unbelieving [not necessarily, the Corinthians got into a position where they were not bearing fruit for a portion of their spiritual lives and they were believers], false disciples since, as noted previously, all true Christians bear fruit.  Further, Jesus promised that He will not cast out any true disciples: ‘All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out’ (Jn 6:37).  [MacArthur is pressing the analogy too far; the exact thing Wiersbe warned against: ‘we must not press the details too much’.]  The phrase ‘in Me’ in this case cannot have the Pauline connotation of believers’ union with Christ; it merely describes those who outwardly attach themselves to Him (Mt 13:20–22; Rom 9:6–8; 11:16–24; 1 Jn 2:19).  [By this MacArthur means they are unbelievers.]  The ultimate fate that awaits the false branches is to be cast … into the fire and … burned.  [MacArthur then cites Mt 13:49–50 and describes their going to hell/the lake of fire.]  The choice that faces every person is clear.  To abide in Christ as a genuine disciple will produce righteous behavior and result in eternal joy and blessing.  But those whose profession of faith is false, like Judas, will be fruitless and ultimately cast into eternal torment in hell.”
  MacArthur finds no place for the degenerate Christian in all this.  Either a believer becomes a believer, stays a believer and produces much fruit or the person is an unbeliever or false-believer who goes to hell.  There is no such thing as a carnal Christian as he himself said: ‘nor are these fruitless but genuine Christians (an impossibility, as we have seen)’.


f.  “Since John does not use such imagery elsewhere to refer to the final judgment, the reference here is probably not to the final judgment and hell.”


g.  “Jesus is thinking of the unfaithful believer; it is a warning which the disciples should recall to mind after they had received the gifts of Pentecost.”


h.  Gaebelein says that the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any man” refers to unbelievers, who never “remain in Me (Christ).”  The problem with this interpretation is that a person (any one) has to first get ‘in Christ’ before they can ‘remain in Christ’.  You cannot remain unless you have first been joined with Christ.  Therefore, the indefinite ‘anyone’ more likely refers to believers who are already ‘in Christ’ rather than unbelievers who have never gotten into a position to remain in Christ.


i. “The picture is realistic (the parable depicts what happens on the farm) and is not applied to the judgment of Gehenna.  …While the statement is general, it will have been difficult for John and his readers not to think of Judas, and later of the ‘many Antichrists’ who lead out members from the Church and formed heretical groups.”
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