John 1:1
John 15:3



 is the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, meaning “already” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to the disciples.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective KATHAROS, meaning “clean.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: You are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates the disciples produce the state of being clean.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“You are already clean”
 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the article and noun LOGOS, meaning “because of the word, message, teaching, or instruction.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  This is followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: spoken.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasize the past, completed action and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.

“because of the message which I have spoken to you.”
Jn 15:3 corrected translation
“You are already clean because of the message which I have spoken to you.”
Explanation:
1.  “You are already clean”

a.  Jesus is talking to the disciples (minus Judas).  They are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, they are positionally “clean.”  They are not experientially “clean,” because they still have functioning sin natures, which they will continue to have until the day they die.  However, positionally being “in Me” that is, being in their spiritual relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, they are clean or purified.


b.  This is exactly the same concept taught in:



(1)  Jn 13:10-11, “Jesus said to him, ‘He who has bathed does not have the need except to wash his feet, but is completely clean; but not all.  For He knew the one who was delivering Him up; because of this He said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’”



(2)  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”



(3)  Eph 5:25b-26, “just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her, in order that He might sanctify her, after having cleansed [her] by means of the washing produced by the water with the word [the message of the gospel],”



(4)  Jam 4:8b, “Cleanse [your] hands, you sinners,”



(5)  1 Cor 6:11, “In fact that is the sort of people you were, at least some of you.  But you permitted yourselves to be washed.  But you were sanctified.  But you were justified [acquitted, declared righteous, and made pure] by the agency of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the agency of the Spirit of our God.”



(6)  1 Jn 1:7c, “because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”



(7)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,”

2.  “because of the message which I have spoken to you.”

a.  The “message” is the message of the gospel.  Believing the message of the gospel is what purified the disciples.  Jesus gave them the promises and guarantees of God the Father regarding eternal life in heaven with the Father and the Son.  The disciples believed the message spoken to them by Jesus.  There belief in the message resulted in their being declared righteous by God, just as Abraham was declared righteous by his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The soul is purified by believing in Christ.  These men had done so, and therefore, Jesus declared that they were already clean.  They were believers and He acknowledged them as such.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Those being addressed in this verse as the ‘cleansed’ or ‘pure’ ones should be assumed to be the fruitful/cleansed/pruned ones of the previous verse.  They are those of the faithful community who are to be contrasted with those of the world.  They are also to be contrasted with those who have been severed from the Vine like the so-called apostates of the first epistle (1 Jn 2:19).  The cleansing here is said to be ‘because of the word I have spoken to you.’  But in the context of this passage it seems likely that the concept of the cleansing work of Jesus here does not refer to any particular words or commandments of Jesus but to his overall teaching concerning himself and salvation, much like the evangelist [John] views his own writing in the purpose statement at Jn 20:30–31.”


b.  “Because they had embraced the gospel through Christ’s teaching, the eleven had been regenerated by the Holy Spirit.  That same gospel is found today in the Scriptures.  The Word is instrumental in believers’ initial cleansing at salvation, and it also continually purges, prunes, and cleanses them.”


c.  “This cleansing of the fruitful branches must be distinguished from another cleansing, namely that which first makes us branches.  This is the cleansing of justification.  ‘Clean’ means justified, cleansed by the forgiveness of sins.  This cleansing is due to ‘the word which I have spoken to you’ as the great means of justification.  The entire gospel is referred to.  That the Word must be so received in order to cleanse and to justify appears in Acts 15:9, where it is said that God put no difference between Jews and Gentiles, ‘purifying their hearts by faith’; and in Acts 10:43, ‘Whosoever believes in Him shall receive remission of sins.’”
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