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

 is the conjunction ALLA, which is normally adversative, meaning “But.”  “Yet ALLA is also used to introduce an inference from what precedes, meaning: So, Therefore, or Accordingly.”
  This is followed by the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” plus the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be fulfilled.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the statement of Scripture receives the action of being fulfilled.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with HINA introducing the purpose clause.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the statement.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular articular perfect passive participle of the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to be written.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “which” or “that.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the statement about to be quoted received the action of being written in the Old Testament Scriptures.


The participle is circumstantial.

Between the article and the participle we have a prepositional phrase: the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in their Law.”  
“So, in order that the statement, which is written in their Law, might be fulfilled,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce a direct quote and is translated by quotation marks.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate: They hated.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Jews produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the adverbial accusative of manner from the adjective DWREAN, which means “to being without contributory fault: undeservedly, without reason/cause; they hated me without reason Jn 15:25.”

“‘They hated Me without reason.’”
Jn 15:25 corrected translation
“So, in order that the statement, which is written in their Law, might be fulfilled, ‘They hated Me without reason.’”
Explanation:
1.  “So, in order that the statement, which is written in their Law, might be fulfilled,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper about the hatred that unbelievers have toward Him and will have toward the disciples.


b.  The Lord has just said that “they [the Jewish unbelievers] have both seen and hated both Me and My Father.”  He now continues with the reason why they have done this.  They have done this in fulfillment of Scripture, the Old Testament Scriptures of the Jewish Law.


c.  In order to get the idea of the verse in English thought, let me rearrange the word order as follows: “So, ‘They hated Me without reason’, in order that the statement, which is written in their Law, might be fulfilled.”


d.  The Jewish unbelievers fulfilled the prophetic statement found in their own Scriptures.  God predicted through the prophets that the Jews would hate their own God, their own Messiah, and they did.  God’s prediction didn’t cause the Jews to hate the Lord Jesus Christ.  It didn’t have to be this way.  But God the Father knew that the Jews would hate both Him and His Son, when the Son came to earth.  And yet the Father sent the Son anyway to be a propitiation for their sins.


e.  “We find other statements in the Old Testament which are not intended as direct prophecies of future events but concerning which we are told in the New Testament that these words were fulfilled by happenings that occurred at this time.  The New Testament events are of the same kind as those mentioned in the Old Testament; they are like parallels.  This is the case here.  Jesus applies to himself what David uttered concerning himself.  The words that fit David in his suffering fit Jesus even more perfectly.”

2.  “‘They hated Me without reason.’”

a.  This quote is taken from Ps 69:4a, “Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head;” or Ps 35:19b, “Nor let those who hate me without cause wink maliciously.”


b.  The Jewish unbelievers who hated Jesus had no justifiable reason for their hatred.  Jesus had done nothing to cause their hatred.  He had healed their sick, lame, and blind.  He had even raised some of their dead.  He had fed multitudes.  He had taught them absolute truth.  He had promised them eternal life.  And He was about to be judged for their sins.  They had no reason to hate Him.  He loved them unconditionally and demonstrated that love constantly.


c.  The only reason the Jewish leaders could drum up was that Jesus made Himself equal with God, which He was, and proved it by His miracles.  There was not one sin the Jews could charge Him with.  There was not one wrongdoing He committed.  He was perfect, sinless, and impeccable in all that He said and did.  Heb 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted [tested] in all respects in a similar manner without sin.”


d.  Jesus “is using Scripture to assure His disciples that they should not be surprised by what He is experiencing nor by what they themselves will experience.  God is in control.  Thus Jesus is giving the disciples two grounds for assurance, Himself and the Scriptures.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The very Scriptures which the Jews gloried in rose up to condemn them.  Such hatred is indefensible.  It lacks all ground in the one who is hated.”


b.  “To this verdict [verse 24] is added a powerful scriptural footnote of proof or legal dictum, ‘They hated me without reason’.  This Old Testament citation is set in the context of a crucial statement, namely, that these things happened to fulfill ‘the word, which stands written in their law’.  The importance of this statement should not be missed, for each element is significant.  The use of ‘law’ here reflects the general meaning of Torah, not merely as a set of rules and not only as the first five books of the canon, but as Scripture as a whole, which spells out the way one must walk in the will of God.  The emphasis on ‘their’ law is because the Jews who opposed Jesus did not actually obey God and their own Torah.  Finally, the idea that they were ‘written’ emphasizes that these words continue to be the authoritative word for the people of God.  When John had thus penned these words, it was almost as though he could say, Case closed!  The constructional logic in this Gospel is impressive.  Although this logic may not convince those who stoutheartedly refuse to be convinced, the Gospel makes a sound case for the Good News in Jesus on behalf of those who believe while they live and seek to bear fruit among those who are opposed to the wonderful message of life.  The core of discipleship is thus complete.  It has involved the fascinating analogy, which sets forth the necessity of abiding in the Vine, Jesus, in order to be authentic fruit-bearing disciples.  It then clarifies that love is the encompassing mark of the obedient friends of Jesus, who have been ordered to go and bear the fruit of discipleship.  And it concludes by detailing for the faithful disciples the nature of the hostile world in which they live and are called to follow their master.”


c.  “The world’s hatred of Jesus, though reprehensible and inexcusable, was not outside of God’s sovereign plan.  The Lord quoted from two Davidic psalms, 35:19 and 69:4.  His point is that if David, a mere man, could be so hated by his enemies, how much more the sinless Son of God?  The world hated Jesus because He exposed their sin and confronted them with the reality of who He is.  But in light of Jesus’ words and works, there was and is no valid cause to hate Him.  That the world continues to do so graphically reveals the vileness of sin.  But for those who are have been delivered from sin by the power of the cross, and who subsequently encounter opposition for their commitment to the Savior, there is supreme joy in the Lord’s promise: ‘Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you’ (Mt 5:10–12).”


d.  “Sin is basically irrational.  Their hatred of Jesus was without any rational cause which also fits the pattern of hatred for righteous people, as seen in those who hated David (Ps 35:19; 69:4; 109:3).”
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