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

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded personal pronoun and can be translated either “The one who hates” or “He who hates.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on; an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact; and/or a gnomic present to express a universal truth, a maxim, a commonly accepted fact, or a state or condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of hating Jesus Christ.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus, the speaker of this statement.

“He who hates Me”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Father.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as before.

“also hates My Father.”
Jn 15:23 corrected translation
“He who hates Me also hates My Father.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who hates Me”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper and prior to them going to Gethsemane.  Here Jesus makes a simple and direct statement regarding a person’s relationship with both Him and with God the Father.  Hatred is a mental attitude sin that keeps the unbeliever from believing in Christ and keeps the believer completely out of fellowship with God. 


b.  The subject of this statement is the unbeliever.  The object is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The action being performed is the mental attitude sin of hatred.  The fact that unbelievers hated Jesus is well documented throughout all the gospel accounts.  The fact that unbelievers still hate Jesus is well evidenced throughout the world today.


c.  The fact that human beings have the ability to hate God is the definitive proof that man has a free will, just as Satan has a free will.  Is it possible for believers to hate God as well?  Certainly they can and do.  A believer who refuses to obey the will of God and refuses to acknowledge their sins to God in a state of perpetual carnality and under dying discipline clearly does not love God.


d.  Jesus’ point here is that people have the ability to hate Him and do hate Him, in spite of His unconditional love for us all.

2.  “also hates My Father.”

a.  Now the Lord makes His point—if a person hates God the Son, the incarnate, revealed member of the Trinity, then that person also hates God the Father.  You cannot hate God the Son without also hating God the Father.  And you cannot hate God the Father without also hating God the Son.


b.  Therefore, regardless of how much the Jewish unbelievers declared that they loved God the Father, their hatred of God the Son proved their hatred of the Father, who sent the Son.


c.  Jesus is not saying this to His disciples to warn them about their hatred for Him or God the Father.  He was warning them about the Jewish leaders they would have to deal with after He had returned to the Father.  The disciples would deal with the hatred of a guy named Saul of Tarsus, and the high priest and his cronies.  The hatred that the disciples saw directed toward Jesus, they would see directed at them after His return to heaven.  Therefore, Jesus is preparing them for that eventuality.


d.  The basic principle of application for us is this: whatever attitude we have toward one member of the Trinity, we have toward all three members of the Trinity.  We cannot love one member and hate another.  The person who hates the Lord Jesus Christ also hates God the Father, and therefore, God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will judge that rejection of their love with a judgment that fits the crime.  “And then I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, O Lord God Almighty; Your punishments [are] correct and just,’” Rev 16:7.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The cost of hating Christ is the condemnation of hating the Father as well.  Men cannot treat the Father in one way and the Son in another.”


b.  “The implication of their [the unbelievers’] action is also clear because hating ‘me’ means nothing less than hating ‘my Father’.  The pronouns here stress the great divide between Jesus and the world and thus between the Father/God and the world.”


c.  “Jesus repeatedly emphasized the truth that the one who hates Him hates the Father also (Jn 5:23; 7:28; 8:19, 42, 54–55).  The truth is that if men [the verse does not say ‘men’; it says, ‘the rulers of this age’] had understood who Jesus was, ‘they would not have crucified the Lord of glory’ (1 Cor 2:8).”


d.  “It is a deep delusion for any man to think that he can love God, honor, and obey God, while he rejects the Son of God and the redemption and atonement which the Son was sent to work out.”


e.  “Sometimes Christians today say they are being persecuted for the sake of God, when in fact they are being rejected merely because they are obnoxious.  Jesus gives the disciples the larger perspective, helping them understand that what they are going through is part of the world’s rejection of the Father and the Son.”


f.  “The Jewish hatred of God is distinguished from a mere ignorance, like that of the heathen.”
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