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

 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS and the adjective PAS, which means “all these things.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, produce, manufacture, do, etc.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place/direction from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of My person.”

“But all these things they will do to you because of My person,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb PEMPW, meaning “to send.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the One who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“because they do not know the One who sent Me.”
Jn 15:21 corrected translation
“But all these things they will do to you because of My person, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “But all these things they will do to you because of My person,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching to the disciples after the last supper by explaining why the unbelievers will persecute those who believe in Him.  The object “all these things” refers back to the statement “they will also persecute you” in the previous verse.  This is statement by Jesus is a definitive fact that has proven itself out during the history of the Church Age.  Believers were persecuted by Saul of Tarsus and continued to be persecuted in the Roman Empire until 313 A.D.  Christians have been persecuted by Islam since 700 A.D.  And Protestants have been persecuted by the Roman Catholic Church from 1520-1800 A.D.  The persecutions have waxed and waned over the centuries, but believers today are still persecuted in places like China, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, and other places.


b.  The Lord then gives two reasons for this persecution.  The first reason is given in this clause—because of His person.  Unbelievers persecute believers in Christ because of who and what Jesus Christ is.  We are persecuted because we are related to the second person of the Trinity.  We have a unique and wonderful eternal relationship with the Son of God, and unbelievers resent it.



(1)  We are hated and persecuted because we believe that Jesus is God, has saved us, and will come again to take us to Himself.  The unbeliever hates what Jesus Christ is going to do for us.



(2)  We are also hated because we believe that the unbeliever is going to spend eternity in a literal, eternal lake of fire as punishment for their rejection of the love of God.  The unbeliever hates what Jesus Christ is going to do to them.

2.  “because they do not know the One who sent Me.”

a.  Jesus continues by giving the second reason why unbelievers hate and persecute us—it is because they do not know God the Father.  The Lord Jesus Christ again reminds the disciples that God the Father sent Him (Jn 4:34; 5:23–24,30; 6:38–40,44,57; 7:16, 18; 8:16,18; 9:4; 10:36; 11:42; 12:45, 49, 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:3,18, 21, 23, 25; 20:21).  This constant reminder is an indirect reference to the fact that Jesus has done the will of the Father and continues to do so.  He is under orders and the authority of God the Father and doesn’t mind being there.


b.  The unbelievers do not know God the Father.  This means that they have no relationship with Him.  They do not understand, believe in, or want the love of God the Father.  Therefore, they don’t know what He is doing or why He is doing what He is doing.  They don’t care about the Father or what He wants.  They are not interested in the Father’s plan, will, or purpose for their lives.  They have nothing to do with Him and want nothing to do with Him.  They are completely filled up with and totally satisfied with their own self-gratification, self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.


c.  They do not know God the Father because they do not recognize God the Son incarnate.  Not knowing the Son gives them no chance to know the Father.  And since they don’t know the Father or the Son, they hate and persecute those who believe in them.  The unbeliever does not know God the Father or God the Son out of ignorance, but because they clearly know and reject having a relationship with either of Them.  As Paul says in Rom 1:20, “For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.”



(1)  Jn 8:19, “Therefore they were saying to Him, ‘Where is Your father?’  Jesus answered, ‘You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would also know My Father.’”



(2)  Jn 8:55, “in fact, you [the unbelieving Jewish leaders] have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I should say that I do not know Him, I will be like you, a liar, but I do know Him and keep His word.”



(3)  Jn 16:3, “These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me.”


(4)  Jn 17:25, “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me;”


(5)  1 Jn 3:1, “Consider how great a love the Father has given to us, with the result that we should be called ‘God’s children’, and we are.  Therefore, the world does not understand us, because it did not understand Him.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Christ suffered rejection because men did not really know the One who sent him.  The disciples were being inducted into the circle of the misunderstood, sharing this distinction with their Lord.”


b.  “This verse is introduced in Greek with the strong adversative ALLA, ‘but,’ which brings the reader to realize clearly that the world does not follow the way of obedience.  Indeed, the world persecutes Jesus and the disciples because the world does ‘not know the One who sent Me.’  Throughout this Gospel Jesus has asserted that he was the agent of the Father.  Unfortunately, the people to whom He was sent did not receive him (Jn 1:11).  Morris here suggests that ‘the root cause of persecution is now traced to the world’s ignorance of God.’  This statement is technically and linguistically correct; but in the Western world, where ignorance is basically understood in mental, informational categories, ignorance, like knowledge in John, is not merely a matter of the head.  It involves the whole person.  To know God is to know God with one’s whole being.  Likewise, not to know God is akin to disobedience, as is suggested by the next verse.”
  The big problem with saying that persecution is traced to the world’s ignorance of God is the fact that Jesus proved and declared openly that He was the Son of God incarnate, that He was the Messiah, and was not believed.  It wasn’t a matter of ignorance by the Jews of Israel; it was a matter of rejection of what they knew to be true.  The High Priest says to Jesus, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’  And Jesus said, ‘I am,’…” (Mk 14:61).  There was no ignorance there.  Jesus told him directly who He was.  In addition, when Pilate asked Jesus who He was, Jesus told him.  Jesus made no secret of who He was.  The point of the Advent of the Son of God is to reveal Himself to man, and He proved it by hundreds, if not thousands of miracles.


c.  “The things that the hostile world will do to Christ’s followers are not aimed solely at them; the persecution they face is ultimately for His name’s sake.  In the Beatitudes Jesus said, ‘Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me’ (Mt 5:11).  In the Olivet Discourse He warned, ‘They will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name’ (Mt 24:9; Mk 13:9; Lk 21:12).  Speaking to Ananias about the apostle Paul, Jesus declared, ‘I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake’ (Acts 9:16).  ‘If you are reviled for the name of Christ,’ Peter wrote, ‘you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you’ (1 Pet 4:14).  Suffering for the name [person] of Jesus Christ is a repeated New Testament theme (Mt 10:18, 22, 39; 19:29; Mk 8:35; 13:9–13; Lk 6:22; 21:12–17; Rom 8:36; 2 Cor 4:11; Rev 2:3).  Ultimately, the world hates Jesus and His followers because it does not know the One who sent Him.  Because ‘the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God’ (Rom 8:7).  Unbelievers are ‘darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart’ (Eph 4:18).  All people are sinners by nature, born into a state of rebellion against God.  They ‘suppress the truth in unrighteousness’ (Rom 1:18), and ‘even though they [know] God [there is no ignorance there, is there?], they [do] not honor Him as God or give thanks, but [are] futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart [is] darkened’ (Rom 1:21).  Therefore in judgment God ‘gave them over…to ‘a depraved mind’ (Rom 1:28).  All people are responsible for their sin, ‘because that which is known about God is evident within them [there is no ignorance there]; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made [there is not ignorance there], so that they are without excuse’ (Rom 1:19–20; cf. John 1:9).”
  Paul clearly argues here that ignorance of God is no excuse: “they are without excuse.”  Now notice what John Walvoord says in the next point.


d.  “The root cause of the world’s hatred against the disciples is their identification with Jesus.  They hate Jesus because they are ignorant of God, the One who sent Him.”
  Paul said they are not ignorant of God and Walvoord says they are ignorant of God.  Whom should we believe?


e.  Of the last phrase ‘because they do not know Him that sent Me’ Lenski says, “This is not intended to excuse the world but to blame the world in the highest degree, for the next verse brings out the guilt of this ignorance.”


f.  “His [Jesus’] central assertion is that this ignorance of the Father is culpable because of the witness He has borne in word and deed.  HE has spoken to them the words of the Father himself (Jn 14:10-11) and shown them the deeds of the Father (Jn 5:19, 30), deeds unlike anyone else’s.”

� Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Jn 15:20). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Borchert, G. L. (2003). Vol. 25B: John 12-21 (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (p. 156). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� MacArthur, J. (2008). MacArthur NT Commentary - John 12-21 (p. 174). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.


� Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An exposition of the scriptures (Jn 15:20–21). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Lenski, p. 1060.


� Whitacre, p. 383.





2
4

