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

 is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If” and it’s true.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to the unbelievers of the world.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to these disciples, but applying to all believers.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the world produces the action.


The indicative mood is a conditional indicative, which is used in the protasis of first and second class conditional sentences.

“If the world hates you [and it does],”
 is the second person plural present active indicative or imperative (they are formed the same way) from the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to know.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur right now and be remembered.


The active voice indicates that the disciples (and all believers) are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing the content of the mental activity.  The conjunction is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the superlative ordinal adverb PRWTOS, meaning “first” used as a temporal adverb, meaning “before” plus the genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the world has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”
Jn 15:18 corrected translation
“If the world hates you [and it does], know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”
Explanation:
1.  “If the world hates you [and it does],”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples on the night after the last supper.  He has just told them for the third time that they must love one another as His disciples and friends.  Now He moves into a new subject that gives the reason why they need to love one another—the rest of the world is not going to love them.  In fact the world of unbelievers will hate them.


b.  The Lord begins this subject with a first class conditional sentence, meaning that what is said in the protasis (the “if” clause) is assumed to be true or is actually true.  Here it is actually true.  The world does hate believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  The subject “the world” doesn’t refer to planet earth, but refers to the people of the world; that is, all unbelievers of the earth.  “The world from a Christian point of view involves all the people, plans, organizations, activities, philosophies, values, etc. that belong to society without God.  Some of these things may be very cultural; others may be very corrupt; but all of them have their origins in the heart and mind of sinful man and promote what sinful man wants to enjoy and accomplish.  As Christians, we must be careful not to love the world (1 Jn 2:15–17) or be conformed to the world (Rom 12:1–2).”
  Unbelievers hate believers.  It is as simple as that, and as matter-of-fact as that.  The object “you” refers specifically here to the disciples, but by extension it applies to all believers.

d.  There are two related passages, both written by John, that support the idea that the world of unbelievers hates believers, but does not hate unbelievers.



(1)  The first passage describes the unbelievers attitude toward other unbelievers.  Jesus is speaking to His brothers, who do not believe in Him.  Jn 7:5-7, “For not even His brothers were believing in Him.  So Jesus said to them, ‘My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune [to believe in Me].  The world cannot hate you [Jesus’ unbelieving brothers], but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.’”  This tells us why unbelievers hate believers—because believers’ faith in Christ testify to the fact that the unbeliever’s failure to believe in Christ is evil.  Unbelievers don’t like being told or being reminded that they are evil.  And the existence of every believer on earth reminds them that their lack of faith is evil.



(2)  1 Jn 3:13, “Stop being astonished, brethren, that the world perpetually hates you.”

2.  “know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”

a.  This is the apodosis of the conditional sentence (the “then” clause).  Jesus tells the disciples something they should already know and should remember always.  The word “it” refers back to the world as the subject of the action in this sentence.  The world hated the Lord Jesus Christ from the moment of His birth, when Herod sent his soldiers to kill all the first born children after hearing of the birth of the new King.


b.  The “world” that hates Jesus specifically refers to the Jewish leadership in Israel, who have been seeking His death for at least a year, and probably from the first time He entered Jerusalem and overturned the tables of the money-changers.


c.  Jesus’ point here is that the attitude of hatred by the world toward Him is going to extend to them as well.  They are not greater than their Master.  Since the world hated Him, it will certainly also hate them.  Therefore, the implication is that they need to be mentally prepared to meet this hatred with the unconditional love that He has demanded of them.  Just as God so love the world unconditionally even though it has hated Him, so also they must love the world of mankind unconditionally or they will never have the proper motivation to bring the gospel to those who hate them.


d.  Related passages on the world hating the Lord Jesus Christ and His disciples.



(1)  Mt 10:22, “You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.”


(2)  Rom 1:30, “slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,”



(3)  Ps 25:19, “Look upon my enemies, for they are many, and they hate me with violent hatred.”



(4)  Jn 3:20, “For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, in order that his deeds might not be exposed.”



(5)  Jn 17:14, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”



(6)  1 Pet 4:12, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you,”



(7)  Gal 4:29, “But just as at that time the one who was born by the flesh kept on persecuting the one [born] by the Spirit, so also now.”


e.  This hatred toward the Lord and those who believe in Him is exemplified by the hatred toward Abel by Cain, the hatred of Esau, Joseph’s brothers, the enemies of Daniel, and Herodias (the wife of Herod Antipas) toward John the Baptist.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Unredeemed society, estranged from God, held in the grip of sin and the evil one, blind to spiritual truth and hostile to those who have the life of God in them.  Hatred would not be visited upon the disciples in a spirit of anti-Semitism, but as a continuation of the hostility and hatred visited upon Christ.  The attack would move from the Shepherd to the sheep.  As surely as their lives would reflect Christ, so surely would they attract the hatred of sinful men.”


b.  “In the previous section Jesus spoke of the power of love.  Then he turned his thought to the power of hate, warning his disciples about coming opposition from the world.  There is a deep chasm between the world’s love of its own and its hatred of all that Jesus stood for.  The principle at work here is that like attracts like and repels opposites.”


c.  “It is not difficult to understand the clarity with which Jesus details the hatred of the world.  Jesus modeled the standard of God, and that meant His very presence in the world was a reminder to the world of its evil works and God’s resultant judgment.  As this section opens, therefore, it begins with a condition that is assumed to be true.  The situation was, for the recipients of this Gospel, not some distant possibility.  The Christian community had already been excluded from the synagogues and had suffered martyrdom throughout the Roman Empire.  [Remember that John wrote the gospel about 90 A.D.]  For them to read these words struck a painful cord of realism.  They were in the midst of suffering.  But they were also reminded that their resurrected Lord had also walked the way of being hated.  The ‘before you’ in the text is important here (the NIV fails to use the personal pronoun but simply says ‘first’).  They had been informed of what was to come.  But hearing about and experiencing persecution is not the same.  Jesus knew that hatred was the mark of the world just as love was to be the mark of the authentic Christian.”


d.  “KOSMOS (world) refers in this context to the evil, fallen world system comprised of unregenerate people and controlled by Satan.  Because Satan hates God he also hates the true people of God.  They are targets for his wrath as he ‘prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour’ (1 Pet 5:8).  Since its ruler hates believers, it is hardly surprising that the world also hates them, because they are not of the world.  The world resents believers because their godly lives condemn its evil works; ‘he who is upright in the way is abominable to the wicked’ (Prov 29:27).  In 1 Jn 3:12 John illustrated that principle with the story of the first murder in human history: ‘Cain … was of the evil one and slew his brother.  And for what reason did he slay him?  Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous.’  On the other hand, the world applauds those who practice evil (Rom 1:32).  Though believers live in the world, they are to stand apart from it as an indictment of it.  Paul charged the Philippians, ‘Prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world’ (Phil 2:15). ‘Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them’ (Eph 5:11).  While worldly people hate those who follow Jesus Christ, they love each other.  Unbelievers are comfortable with and supportive of other unbelievers.  Had the disciples been part of the world, they would have experienced the imperfect love the world has for its own.  Christians should not be surprised at the world’s hostility toward them, since it hated Jesus before it hated them.  That hatred has been manifested throughout John’s gospel (5:16, 18; 7:1, 32; 8:59; 10:31; 11:47–53.   No wonder, then, that the writer of Hebrews called on his readers to ‘consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself’ (Heb 12:3).”
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