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

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  The NASB translation “this” is just plain wrong.  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ENTELLOMAI, which means “to command: I am commanding.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.

“I am commanding these things to you,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to unconditionally love” someone.


The present tense is a customary and progressive present, which describes what is reasonably expected to occur and continue.


The active voice indicates the disciples are to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency, which depends on the use of the volition of each disciple.  The contingency is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “might.”

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, meaning “one another.”

“in order that you might unconditionally love one another.”
Jn 15:17 corrected translation
“I am commanding these things to you, in order that you might unconditionally love one another.”
Explanation:
1.  “I am commanding these things to you,”

a.  Having introduced the concept that Jesus choose these men to be His followers and appointed them as the inner group of disciples, He continues with the theme of His authority by stating that He is commanding several things of them.  This is the final teaching before His death and in preparation for His death, He has some important commands that they must remember.  These commands focus on two themes: (1) they are to love one another, and (2) they are to not be troubled, frightened, or worried by the coming events as they unfold.


b.  The Lord has commanded the following things in this upper room discourse at the last supper and following the end of the meal:



(1)  Jn 13:14, “you are also obligated to wash the feet of one another.”



(2)  Jn 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you unconditionally love one another; just as I have unconditionally loved you, that you also unconditionally love one another.”



(3)  Jn 14:1, “Your heart must not be troubled [frightened, terrified]; have confidence in God, have confidence also in Me.”



(4)  Jn 14:11, “Have confidence in Me that I [am] in the Father and the Father [is] in Me; otherwise have confidence because of the works themselves.”



(5)  Jn 14:21, “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me; and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father, and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.”



(6)  Jn 14:27b, “Your heart must not be troubled nor fearful.”



(7)  Jn 15:4, “Remain in Me, and I in you.”



(8)  Jn 15:9b, “continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love.”



(9)  Jn 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you unconditionally love one another, just as I have unconditionally loved you.”
2.  “in order that you might unconditionally love one another.”

a.  The main purpose for the Lord’s commands is now stated in case they didn’t ‘get it’ before.  The purpose of His commands is that they might unconditionally love one another.  The word “might” is very important here.  It comes from the subjunctive mood of the verb, which indicates possibility and probability.  This means that the volition of the disciples is involved.  Loving someone else unconditionally is an act of volition.  We have to make it happen.  God does not do this for us.  The Holy Spirit reminds us that we are to love others unconditionally, but He doesn’t make us do it.  We have to want to do it and then we have to do it.


b.  Unconditional love for other believers is the main point of application here, but that same unconditional love for others extends to unbelievers as well, just as Jn 3:16 states, “God so loved the world;” that is, the world of degenerate, God-hating, unbelievers.


c.  This statement (that we might love one another) looks back to the statement in Jn 13:34-35 and Jn 15:12 (see the translations above).  It was absolutely critical for the disciples to keep on unconditionally loving one another as they all ran away in fear when the Lord was arrested, as Peter denied the Lord three times, and as they all wondered what to do next after the death and burial of Jesus.


d.  The events that were about to take place were going to shock the disciples and shake them to the very core of their being.  They needed one doctrine from the words of God on which to focus during the next few days and that one doctrine in crisis was unconditional love for one another.  In the greatest crisis of their spiritual lives Jesus told them to love one another, how much more will that one doctrine help us in the minor crises we face in life?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This very night the disciples had been guilty of jealousy and wrangling (Lk 22:24).”


b.  “This section concludes with a restatement of the love command and thus forms an inclusion with Jn 15:12.  As such it re-enunciates the thesis that loving one another is the mark of Christian discipleship (Jn 13:34–35).  It is always important when discussing such inclusions to recognize their encompassing nature.  The opening and concluding statements are intended to be bookends that hold together the statements between them so that they are not treated as isolated verses.  In other words, this section must be seen as part of a unit of crucial theological thesis statements at the heart of [the final teaching].  To summarize, authentic discipleship is evidenced and encapsulated in love for one another that has been epitomized by Jesus, who died for frail human beings.  This model of self-sacrifice is recognized by those whom Jesus called his friends, for they do what he commands.  But their obedience is not the result of some sort of slavery, since as his friends they have learned from Jesus about the will of God.  This knowledge did not result from their own capabilities.  It was given to them because they were chosen and appointed to bear fruit or spread the wonderful Gospel to others as their mission.  They were given the resource of prayer because to accomplish God’s will one needs God’s resources.  And finally, God’s will is exemplified in a living community of disciples who love one another.  But the world does not easily accept such a community or its theses commitments.  Therefore in the next section the world’s reaction is discussed.”


c.  “In this passage the Lord Jesus Christ continued His farewell discourse to the disciples on the night before His death.  His message up to this point had been one of comfort and hope.  He had reassured the disciples of His continued love for them and made several magnificent promises to them.  But the disciples would still have to face the hostile, rebellious, Christ-rejecting world.  The world would hate and persecute them as it had hated and persecuted their Master; facing that hostility is the cost of being His disciple (Mk 13:9–13; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12).  This was exactly what He had told them the night before on the Mount of Olives and would be true through the whole period between His first and second comings (Mt 24:9–14; Mk 13:9–13; Lk 21:12–19).  Jesus balanced the promises of comfort and blessing with a warning to the disciples of the hostility that awaited them.  In the face of the world’s hatred, the disciples would need each other desperately.  The Lord therefore repeated His earlier instruction, ‘This I command you, that you love one another’.  That command forms a transition between the Lord’s promises to the disciples and His warning of the world’s hatred—a warning that should also motivate them to love each other.”


d.  “Jesus closed this part of His message by reminding them (and us) of the most important commandment of all: love one another.  There are dozens of ‘one another’ statements in the New Testament, but all of them are summarized in ‘love one another’.  Jesus had already given this commandment to the Eleven, and now He has repeated it twice.  It will be stated in one way or another many more times in the New Testament letters, especially by John in his first epistle.  The friends of the King must not only love Him, but also one another.”
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