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 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring in the present for the sake of vividness.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Thomas.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, transliterated as “Jesus.”  Although the article is found in a few very good ancient manuscripts it is missing from an equal number of very good ancient manuscripts, which suggests a scribal addition of the article.  The inclusion or exclusion of the article changes nothing in the translation or meaning of what is being said.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.

The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun HODOS, meaning “the way” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “the life.”

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which describes the action as a maxim or axiomatic fact.  This is also a customary present for what normally or typically occurs.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (no one) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “to the Father” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the combination of the conditional particle EI and the negative MĒ, meaning “except.”  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “by the agency of or through Me.”

“no one comes to the Father except through Me.”
Jn 14:6 corrected translation
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life;”

a.  Thomas has just told the Lord that none of the disciples knew where He was going, and therefore, did not know the way to get to wherever He was going.  Jesus now answers Thomas with the plainest, simplest, and most dramatic way possible.  Jesus says first that He is the way to where He is going.  He said He was going to heaven to return to the Father.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ is the way to heaven and the way to go to God the Father.

b.  Secondly, the Lord tells Thomas (and all the disciples) that He is the truth.  Jesus does not say that He is telling the truth.  He says that He is the truth.  He is truth personified.  He is immutable, absolute, total truth.  This is a characteristic of God, so that the Lord is claiming to be God.  Certainly the Lord always told the truth as previously mentioned by John in Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the uniquely-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  And Jn 1:17, “Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses; grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”  Consider again our Lord’s statement in Jn 8:32, “in fact you will know the truth, and the truth will free you.’”  If Jesus is “the Truth,” then knowing “the Truth” (our Lord Jesus Christ) is what sets us free from the bondage to sin.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is also the life.  This is a reference to eternal spiritual life.  This includes human life or soul life as well as the eternal life of God, since the Lord Jesus Christ is the God-man.
2.  “no one comes to the Father except through Me.”

a.  Then Jesus tells Thomas and the others exactly where He is going—to the Father.  He is going to the Father and they will follow later.

b.  They will come to the Father through death, just as Jesus will come to the Father through death.  They will come to the Father in resurrection, just as the Lord will come to the Father in resurrection.  They will ascend to the Father in the resurrection of the Church, just as our Lord ascended to the Father.  We will come to God the Father just as our Lord has come to God the Father.

c.  The final phrase “except through Me” is the exclusiveness of Christianity.  Christianity has often been criticized by other world religions because of this statement by the Lord Jesus Christ.  But we must remember that He is eternal God and is the Truth.  Peter learned this principle and stated it well in Acts 4:12, “Furthermore, there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved.”  No Muslim, Catholic, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu, or any other religion, including Protestants can come to God the Father except through faith alone in Christ alone.  There is no such thing as universal salvation for all.  No one goes to heaven except through faith in Christ.  No one lives forever in a resurrection body except through the Lord Jesus Christ.

d.  God is not willing that any should perish, but no one comes to the Father except through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Salvation is open to all and many are called, but few are chosen, because few are willing to believe in Christ alone for their salvation.  Everybody wants to add something to faith alone in Christ.

e.  1 Jn 5:20, “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The word ‘way’ is from a Greek word which has two uses, a literal and a metaphorical.  It was used to speak of a road and also to refer to a method or manner of accomplishing something.  These uses are closely intertwined and cannot be disassociated.  The road leading to a certain place is the method of getting there.  Our Lord is the literal road which a sinner must take if he is to reach heaven, and Jesus thus becomes the method by which he is saved.  Missing the glory of God is evidence of the fact that the sinner has not gone in the right direction, and that shows that he has not been on the right road. He has missed the road.  To reach heaven, the sinner must put himself on the road to heaven. Jesus is that road.”


b.  “The whole subject of conversation here is Christ as ‘the way’.  We have here therefore another example of Hendiadiatris: ‘I am the way, yes—the true and living way; for no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.’  Of course, Christ is the ‘truth,’ as He is also the ‘life’: but this is not what is stated in this verse.  Here, only one subject is in question: ‘the way’; and the other two nouns are used to define its true nature and character.”


c.  “Here John joins three powerful ideas of ‘way,’ ‘truth,’ and ‘life’ to produce a classic statement concerning the significance of Jesus in providing salvation.  The use of such a triad following the previous EGW EIMI [“I am”] statements forms a kind of summation of Jesus’ mission to the world and a preparation for the integrated community statement that Jesus is the Vine and his followers are the branches.  The relationship of the words in this triad have often been questioned as to whether or not there is a subordination of ‘truth’ and ‘life’ to ‘way.’  I would firmly reject such an idea.  But in terms of the discussion in the pericope itself the idea of ‘way’ can naturally lead one to reflect on both the ideas of truth and life.  The issue of the correct way of life inevitably raises the issue of authenticity or truth which in turn raises the issue of the consequence of accepting what is true and that involves one’s life.  So these ideas actually hang together in an inseparable union.  The order of the triad is perfectly logical. Also interesting is that these ideas are reflected in John’s Prologue, though I would suggest that they are somewhat in a reverse order. There the Logos is identified as ‘life’ (1:4), who is the ‘true light’ (1:9) that provides the way to the Father by dwelling among us (1:14) and supplies humans with abundant grace (1:16) in order that we might receive or believe in him (1:12).  John concludes with an emphatic assertion that ‘no one comes to the Father except through Me.’  Any hint at universalism, syncretistic patterns of salvation, or reaching the Father through any other means than Jesus is here completely eliminated.  The issue of Johannine exclusivism is therefore placed squarely before the reader.  Given the fact that the Johannine church was a community struggling for its existence in the midst of powerful pressures from both its Jewish birth setting and its Hellenistic syncretistic context, the language and anti-society stance may seem to be completely out of touch with today’s adoption of pluralism.  On the one hand, it is crucial to remember that this text was not written when the church represented a majority perspective.  It was a small minority in which it viewed itself as under siege and its members as tempted by the threat of losing their lives, status, or possessions if they did not yield to pressure.  On the other hand, it is imperative to remember that perspectives that are forged in such settings usually go to the heart of what a community is. What people are willing to die for is the measure of who they are.  When such people become prosperous and respected, however, they frequently minimalize the basic reason for their existence.  The Johannine concept of mission is uncompromising on the issue of the uniqueness of Jesus.  For this assertion they were willing to die or be excluded from the synagogues in the pattern of the blind man (Jn 9:34).”


d.  “Jesus’ reply is the sixth ‘I AM’ statement in John’s gospel (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; the seventh comes in 15:1, 5).  Jesus alone is the way to God (10:7–9; Acts 4:12) because He alone is the truth (Jn 1:14, 17; 18:37; Rev 3:7; 19:11) about God and He alone possesses the life of God (Jn 1:4; 5:26; 11:25; 1 Jn 1:1; 5:20).  The purpose of this gospel is to make those things known, so they are repeated throughout the book so as to lead people to faith and salvation (Jn 20:31).  The Bible teaches that God may be approached exclusively through His only-begotten Son.  Jesus alone is the ‘door of the sheep’ (10:7); all others are ‘thieves and robbers’, and it is only the one who ‘enters through [Him who] will be saved’.  The way of salvation is a narrow path entered through a small, narrow gate, and few find it (Mt 7:13–14; cf. Lk 13:24).  ‘There is salvation in no one else,’ Peter boldly affirmed, ‘for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12).  Thus, it is ‘he who believes in the Son [who] has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him’ (Jn 3:36), and ‘no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor 3:11), because ‘there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus’ (1 Tim 2:5).  The postmodern belief that there are many paths to religious truth is a satanic lie.  F. F. Bruce writes,
He [Jesus] is, in fact, the only way by which men and women may come to the Father; there is no other way.  If this seems offensively exclusive, let it be borne in mind that the one who makes this claim is the incarnate Word, the revealer of the Father.  If God has no avenue of communication with mankind apart from his Word … mankind has no avenue of approach to God apart from that same Word, who became flesh and dwelt among us in order to supply such an avenue of approach.  (The Gospel of John [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983], p. 298)

Jesus alone reveals God, and no one who rejects His proclamation of the truth can legitimately claim to know God (Jn 5:23; 8:42–45; 15:23; Mt 11:27; 1 Jn 2:23; 2 Jn 9).  It was because the early Christians taught that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation that Christianity became known as ‘The Way’ (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22).”


e.  “By His words, ‘No one comes to the Father except through Me’, Jesus stressed that salvation, contrary to what many people think, is not obtainable through many ways. Only one Way exists (cf. Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5).  Jesus is the only access to the Father because He is the only One from the Father (Jn 1:1-2, 51; 3:13).”
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