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
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, harmony; welfare, health, well being;”
 prosperity; and is used figuratively for reconciliation.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave: I leave.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what Jesus is now doing.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the instrumental of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you” and referring to the disciples.

“I leave peace with you;”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ plus the article and first person feminine singular adjective EMOS, meaning “My peace.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: I give.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.
“I give My peace to you;”

 is the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as, like, just as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to give.”

The present tense is a customary present, describing what normally or typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the world produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.

“I am not giving to you like the world gives.”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb TARASSW, which means “to be troubled, frightened, terrified; intimidated; or agitated: Mt 2:3; 14:26; Mk 6:50; Lk 1:12; 24:38; 1 Pet 3:14; Jn 12:27; 14:1, 27; 13:21.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the timeless action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the heart or thinking of the disciples is not to receive the action of being troubled, frightened, terrified, intimidated, or agitated by anything (people or events).


The imperative mood is a command.  The third person imperative can be translated “let not your heart be troubled” or “your heart must not be troubled.”  The latter translation brings out the force of the imperative mood better, since the word “let” in English implies that our volition has an option, which it does not in this case.
Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “your heart.”  This is followed by the negative coordinating conjunction MĒDE, which means “nor” when used in conjunction with a previous negative (MĒ).  Finally, we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb DEILIAW, which means “to be cowardly/fearful; be afraid Jn 14:27.”

“Your heart must not be troubled nor fearful.”

Jn 14:27 corrected translation
“I leave peace with you; I give My peace to you; I am not giving to you like the world gives.  Your heart must not be troubled nor fearful.”
Explanation:
1.  “I leave peace with you;”

a.  Jesus continues His speech to the disciples after the last supper in the upper room with four more promises that are designed and intended to comfort and encourage them in the face of His imminent departure.

b.  The first promise is that He leaves peace with them.  The Greek word EIRĒNĒ means “health, welfare, prosperity, well-being, and harmony” as well as “peace.”  Jesus was not leaving them in peace; He had no quarrel with them, and there is no preposition EN = “in.”

c.  Jesus expected them to be at peace with each other.  Not mentioned in John’s narrative is the arguing of the disciples at the last supper about who would be the greatest in the coming kingdom.  John does not mention it in his narrative, because it is already described in Lk 22:24-38, “And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.”  Jesus had to put an end to this dispute before they left the room for the Garden of Gethsemane.
2.  “I give My peace to you;”

a.  Instead of giving the kingdom to them right then, the Lord gave them something much greater—His very own peace, spiritual prosperity, and harmony with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

b.  The Lord was also about to give them reconciliation with God the Father through His work of reconciliation on the Cross in bearing their sins and being judged for them.  This would be the great peace offering to God that would affect their reconciliation to God.

c.  Their harmony with God would overflow into their harmony with one another.  They needed to be at peace with one another for the events that were about to unfold in the next seventy-two hours.


d.  Jn 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

e.  Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the peace [harmony/prosperity] of Christ rule in your hearts for which [peace/harmony/prosperity] also you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”


f.  2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy, harmony [peace] will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”

g.  3 Jn 1:15a, “Prosperity [peace and harmony] belongs to you.”
3.  “I am not giving to you like the world gives.”

a.  Jesus was not giving His peace to them like the people give to each other.  So how do people give to each other?  Generally people give to each other with strings attached.  For example, when we give to others, we expect some sort of gratitude on the part of the person who receives.  That is conditional giving.   We are giving with a condition attached to the gift—the condition being that the other person better be damn grateful to us for giving.  That is not God’s way of giving.

b.  God gives unconditionally, just as He loves unconditionally.  God doesn’t give with strings attached.  God does give and take the gift away.  For example, in Solomon’s early spiritual life he was a mature believer and God told him to ask for anything he wanted and He would give it to him.  Solomon asked for wisdom, which God gave without conditions attached to it, so that even when Solomon went into degeneracy and reversionism, he still had his wisdom.  God never took it away from him.

c.  God may use the gifts He gives us to discipline us, but He does not give the gifts and take them away.  There is one exception in the Old Testament that was a special case of evidence testing to prove a point to Satan in the angelic conflict, and that is the case of Job, who lost all his blessing from God as a test of whether or not he would curse God for taking it all away.  In the end, Job did not curse God, and his blessing was restored to him twofold.

d.  Another way in which the world gives is by expecting something in return.  God expects nothing in return; for there is nothing we can give God that He does not already have.  He can create anything He wants.  God appreciates our gratitude even though we sometimes neglect or forget to give Him thanks for what He has done for us.  God the Father gives to us like a father gives to his little boy.  He knows that little boy can’t give him anything in return.  The father’s gift from the child is seeing the happiness the child has playing with the gift.  God wants us to be happy, and that was one of the great gifts that Jesus was giving to the disciples—His very own happiness.  And He wasn’t giving it like the world gives, but like only God can give—unconditionally.
4.  “Your heart must not be troubled nor fearful.”

a.  Because Jesus was giving the disciples the gift of His very own peace, harmony, spiritual prosperity and happiness, His next promise/directive followed logically.

b.  This is a command (the imperative mood), but it is indirectly also a promise.  Why and how is it a promise?  The disciples (or any believer for that matter) has nothing to fear or be troubled about.  Jesus Christ controls history, and Jesus Christ is intimately involved in the details of the life of those He loves.  And He loves us deeply, even beyond our comprehension.

c.  Your heart is where your thinking takes place.  In biblical literature, the various parts of the body were associated with the functions of the soul.  The heart was the place of thinking.  The kidneys were the place of emotion.  This command/promise deals with our thinking.  We control our fear.  Others do not and cannot do it for us.  We make ourselves afraid by what we imagine will happen.  God tells us not to be afraid.  The worst thing we can fear is death, and the Lord is about to put an end to that fear for all time.

d.  Compare our passage with Phil 4:7, “Indeed, the spiritual prosperity [peace] produced by God, which surpasses all thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”


e.  Scripture has much to say about us not being afraid or troubled by events around us or in our lives.



(1)  Jn 14:1, “Your heart must not be troubled [frightened, terrified]; have confidence in God, have confidence also in Me.”


(2)  1 Pet 3:14, “But even if you may suffer because of virtue, [you are] happy. ‘And don’t even begin to be afraid of their fear, nor be disturbed.’”


(3)  Dt 31:6, “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.”


(4)  Job 5:19-27, “From six troubles He will deliver you, even in seven evil will not touch you.  In famine He will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.  You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, and you will not be afraid of violence when it comes.  You will laugh at violence and famine, and you will not be afraid of wild beasts.  For you will be in league with the stones of the field, and the beasts of the field will be at peace with you.  You will know that your tent is secure, for you will visit your abode and fear no loss.  You will know also that your descendants will be many, and your offspring as the grass of the earth.  You will come to the grave in full vigor, like the stacking of grain in its season.  Behold this; we have investigated it, and so it is.  Hear it, and know for yourself.”


(5)  Ps 56:4, “In God, whose word I praise, in God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid.  What can man do to me?”


(6)  Isa 12:2, “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.”


(7)  Jer 1:8, “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,” declares the Lord.”


(8)  Heb 13:5-6, “Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that confidently we say, ‘The Lord [is] my helper; I will not be afraid of what man will do to me.’”
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In the Fourth Gospel, peace appears only in the farewell discourse, at precisely the moment when Jesus is leaving his own, who will be so sorely tested and even terrorized by the passion of their Master.  He does not wish them peace; he gives them peace, and not just any peace, but his very own peace.  It is a legacy that is the fruit of his sacrifice, by which he is victorious over death and Satan; a legacy that will permit his own to know nothing of fright and panic even in the midst of the worst catastrophes.”


b.  “The promise of peace is in line with the opening verse of Jn 14, but must here be considered as a farewell greeting which would acquire new meaning after the resurrection (Jn 20:19, 21, 26).  It is a peace which has been put to the test.  It is fundamentally different from the peace offered by the world.  Paul echoes this concept when he refers to ‘the peace of God which transcends all understanding’ (Phil 4:7).”


c.  “Jesus offered his ‘farewell’ to the disciples, but it is more than a farewell.  It is Jesus’ version of messianic hope for his followers because they lived in a world filled with frustration, anger, violence, and death.  The Roman Empire achieved its pax Romana of Augustus and his successors by the sword, but here Jesus proclaims a peace far different from the way of the world.  Jesus was proclaiming the new order, which is simply the peace of God in the world.  It was not like the cries of “peace, peace” by Israel when Jeremiah reminded them “there is no peace” (Jer 6:14).  This peace was the gift of Jesus which would calm their troubled hearts and ease their fears of His departure.  It is the peace that Christians would come to experience in the post-resurrection era of the Spirit, when Paul could proclaim a peace of Christ Jesus that goes beyond all human understanding and guards believers ‘hearts and minds’ (Phil 4:7).”


d.  “Turmoil, both public and personal, is a reality that marks this fallen world.  The concept of peace is, of course, much broader than just the realm of international social harmony.  Sadly, though people pursue peace their entire lives, left to themselves they have no idea how to find true peace. Those who look for it in temporal things like social change, economic stability, or some recreational experience are always disappointed.  Only God’s Word can authoritatively point to the relationship that produces lasting peace.  Both the Old and New Testaments underscore the divine source and character of true peace.  One of the most important theological terms in the Old Testament is the word shalom (“peace”).  Shalom speaks of personal peace—not merely in the negative sense of absence of trouble or conflict, but positively of completeness, wholeness, contentment, welfare, health, prosperity, harmony, and fulfillment.  Peace is one of the blessings that flow from a right relationship to God.  True biblical peace does not depend on the circumstances of life, but lives above them.  One Greek lexicon defines the New Testament word for peace (EIRĒNĒ) as ‘the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is.’   Peace to most people means the absence of war, strife, quarrels, disagreements, hostility, or unrest. They see it as deliverance from or the absence of any external conflict and every inner turmoil, resulting in an undisturbed and tranquil state of mind.  But this understanding of peace is incomplete, because true peace is much more than just the absence of conflict.  Armed with an inadequate definition, unbelievers are incapable of finding peace.  They do not understand what they are looking for, and therefore fail to look in the right place.  There is only one source of true peace, as this simple yet profound verse reveals.  The setting in which this magnificent promise was given is the upper room on the night before Christ’s death.  The Lord, knowing His disciples were brokenhearted because He was leaving them, gave the eleven a farewell message of comfort and hope.  Jesus promised them that through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit He would continue to be with them, as would the Father and the truth.  That marvelous legacy would turn the disciples’ temporary sorrow over His death into eternal joy.  It also served as the basis for the supernatural peace that He now promised to them.  This one brief statement reflects four features of divine peace: its nature, source, contrast, and result.


(1)  Objectively, peace in the New Testament has to do with a person’s standing before God; subjectively, with the believer’s resulting experience of peace in everyday living.
  Peace with God, of course, is the bedrock on which all other peace is based.  If there is no peace with God, then there cannot be any real peace in this life. Thus, objective peace is a necessary prerequisite for subjective peace, neither of which are possible for the unsaved person to enjoy. The good news is that enemies of God can be reconciled to enjoy eternal peace with Him through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; for it is through Him that God has chosen ‘to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross’ (Col. 1:20; cf. Acts 10:36; Eph 2:14–17).  In Rom 5:1 Paul wrote, ‘Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’  Because Christ paid sin’s penalty on the cross, those who trust in Him are ‘reconciled to God through the death of His Son’ (Rom 5:10-11; 2 Cor 5:18–21; Col 1:22).  At the moment of justification, the rebellion ends, all sins are forgiven, and enemies become sons of God (Rom 8:12–17).  Thus Paul called the gospel the “gospel of peace” (Eph 6:15), because it is the good news of how sinful rebels can be at peace with God through Christ.  That objective peace of justification results in experiential peace.  This is not peace with God but ‘the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension,’ meaning that it transcends human insight, analysis, and understanding.  The peace of God protects believers from anxiety, doubt, fear, and distress.  Thus, it is not passive but active; far from being affected by circumstances, it triumphs over them, turning sorrow into joy, fear into boldness, and doubt into confidence.  This is the peace that Jesus promised to His followers.  Experiential peace is an essential part of the Christian life. ‘The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit’ (Rom 14:17).  Such peace not only manifests itself in private tranquility, but also in harmony with other believers.


(2)  God is the one source of all true peace; hence Jesus said, ‘My peace I give’.  As with every blessing in the Christian life, peace comes from all three persons of the Trinity. The oft-repeated salutation in the New Testament Epistles, ‘Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’ indicates that God the Father and Jesus Christ are the source of peace.  It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to impart that peace to believers (Gal 5:22). Like the rest of the legacy Jesus left the disciples, the peace He promised to give them would come in fullness on the day of Pentecost.  It is the same peace that kept Christ calm in the face of mockery, scorn, hostility, hatred, betrayal, and death.  Christ’s peace provides believers with a serenity and freedom from worry and anxiety that is unaffected by and triumphs over even the most difficult of circumstances.


(3)  In the truest sense, no real peace is to be found in the world.  Godless people in a godless world are by nature enemies of God and in a state of resultant turmoil. The world only offers an experience of a momentary, fleeting tranquility through self-indulgence, materialism, love, romance, substance abuse, false religion, psychotherapy, or a host of other placebos.  But the world’s pseudo-peace is in reality the bliss of ignorance.  If unbelievers understood the wrath of God, and the agonizing, unrelieved, eternal torment awaiting them in hell, they would never enjoy a moment’s peace in this life.  The Bible repeatedly emphasizes that the world’s peace is inadequate.  ‘There is no peace for the wicked,’ says the Lord in Isa 48:22.   The apostle Paul wrote of unbelievers that ‘the path of peace they have not known’ (Rom 3:17).   The world’s peace is only an illusion. A peace based on temporarily positive circumstances or ignorant escapism is not genuine peace at all.  The reason people lack peace is not emotional, psychological, or circumstantial, but theological.  Only those who know Jesus Christ can have peace with God and, subsequently, experience true peace in this life.


(4)  As is the case with all of God’s promises, believers are responsible to appropriate Christ’s promise of peace.  Ps 34:14 commands God’s people to ‘seek peace and pursue it’ (1 Pet 3:11).  Paul instructed Timothy to pursue peace (2 Tim 2:22), and Peter exhorted his readers, ‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless’ (2 Pet 3:14).  To live in anguish over the past, anxiety concerning the present, or apprehension about the future is to fail to appropriate that peace. As noted earlier, believers are to be ‘anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let [their] requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard [their] hearts and [their] minds in Christ Jesus’ (Phil 4:6–7).  God has forgiven the past, provided for the present, and guaranteed the future, leaving nothing to legitimately disrupt the believer’s peace. The good news of the gospel is that the war between the sinner and God can end, since the treaty ending that war was purchased by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The resulting experiential peace becomes a guiding and controlling principle in every believer’s life.  In Col 3:15 Paul exhorted Christians, ‘Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.’  On the night before His death, the Lord promised supernatural peace to His troubled disciples.  By pointing to Himself as the giver of peace, rather than to the fearful circumstances they faced in His absence, Jesus offered His followers a peace that is unmoved by the events of this world and that lasts forever.  It was this peace that characterized Him throughout His sufferings.  And it would also mark His followers through the many persecutions they would face on His behalf.”
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