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
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AGAPAW plus the negative MĒ, “to not love unconditionally.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “He who” or “The one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the unbeliever and degenerate believer produce the action of not loving the Lord Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My messages or teachings.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep; guard, preserve, protect; observe, obey.”

The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever and degenerate believer produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“He who does not love Me does not obey My teachings;”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the message.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun, meaning “which.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes an action that began in the past and is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present/aorist active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the message of Jesus produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the first person singular personal pronoun EMOS, meaning “Mine.”

“in fact the message which you hear is not Mine,”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the appositional genitive masculine singular from the articular aorist active participle of the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun, and can be translated “the One who” or “who.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father’s.”

“but the Father’s who sent Me.”
Jn 14:24 corrected translation
“He who does not love Me does not obey My teachings; in fact the message which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who does not love Me does not obey My teachings;”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching to the disciples in the upper room after the last supper by repeating a theme He has mentioned before.  In Jn 14:15 Jesus said, “If you unconditionally love Me, you will obey My commandments.”  He now states the converse of that principle.

b.  The subject—the person who does not love Jesus—can apply to two possible situations.  The most obvious is the unbeliever, who clearly does not love Jesus.  But this can also refer to those believers who turn their backs on Jesus after salvation and have no interest in the teachings of the word of God.  These believers can be labeled as degenerate Christians or Christians who have reverted back to their unbeliever thinking and way of life after salvation.  Is this kind of Christian mentioned in Scripture?  Certainly.  Consider the following passages:



(1)  1 Tim 4:1, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,”


(2)  1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].  But even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”



(3)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone gives divergent instruction and does not agree with sound teachings, those of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [degenerate speculations], incessant quarrellings between men having received corrupt thinking and having been robbed of the truth, constantly thinking that the spiritual life is a means of gaining wealth.”



(4)  2 Tim 3:1-7, “Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.  For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful ones, unholy ones, unfeeling ones, implacable ones, malicious accusers, without self-control, brutal, haters of [divine and moral] good, traitors, thoughtless, having become puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to an external form of respect for God but having disregarded its power; in fact, turn away from these people.  Because from these are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [degenerate believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”


(5)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose termination [of life] is destruction, whose god [is] his emotions; that is, whose fame [recognition, honor, prestige] [is] in the sphere of their shame [disgrace, dishonor], who keep thinking about earthly things.”



(6)  Rom 16:17-18, “Now I urge you, brethren, look out for and avoid those who are causing dissensions and apostasies contrary to the teaching which you have learned.  In fact, stay away from them.  For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”



(7)  1 Jn 1:6, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”


(8)  1 Jn 2:11, “But the one who hates his fellow-believer is in darkness and he walks in darkness, and he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”



(9)  1 Jn 2:15, “Stop loving the world or the things in the world.  If anyone keeps loving the world, the love for the Father is not in him.”


(10)  Rev 2:4-5, “But I have [this] against you that you have neglected your most important love.  Therefore, remember from what state [strong positive volition] you have fallen and change your mind, and produce the most important accomplishment [unconditional love for God and man].  Otherwise, I will come to you and I will remove your lampstand from its place, if you do not change your mind.”


(11)  Jam 4:4, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity [hostility, hatred] against God?  Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world causes himself to become the enemy of God.”



(12)  2 Jn 1:8-9, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose that which you have accomplished, but receive a full reward.  Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ does not have [fellowship with] God.  He who continues in the sphere of the teaching, this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”


(13)  1 Tim 1:19-20, “Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which doctrine certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.  Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, in order that they might be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.”


c.  The unbeliever does not love the Lord Jesus Christ because they will not obey the message of the gospel to believe in Christ and be saved.  The degenerate believer does not love the Lord Jesus Christ because they will not obey the teachings of the word of God found in the New Testament Scriptures.


d.  Rejection of Jesus is rejection of His love and rejection of His teachings.  Rejection of the Son of God is rejection of God the Father.


e.  Again, obedience to the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ is the demonstration of love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore, love for the Father.  Jesus keeps hammering this point home, because it is essential that the disciples make this the standard of their spiritual thinking.  There is no spiritual growth without learning the teachings of our Lord and obeying them.  Learning alone won’t cut it.  We must obey what we learn.  We cannot just be hearers of the word of God; we must be obeyers also. 
2.  “in fact the message which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”

a.  Our Lord continues with an emphatic statement regarding the message or instruction which the disciples have heard from Jesus.  The message, gospel, teaching, instruction, etc. (whatever label you want to put on it; for the word LOGOS means all these things) was not the message, gospel, teaching or instruction of Jesus Himself, but the message, gospel, teaching and instruction of God the Father.

b.  God the Father designed the gospel message and sent God the Son to deliver the message which He designed.  God the Father is the originator of the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is why Jesus previously said:



(1)  “My teaching is not Mine, but belongs to the One who sent Me,” Jn 7:16.


(2)  “Because I did not speak on My own authority, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given to Me a commandment with reference to what I should say and how I should speak,” Jn 12:49.



(3)  “I am not speaking the words which I am saying to you on My own authority, but the Father dwelling in Me keeps on producing His works,” Jn 14:10b.


c.  The implication of this statement is that those who reject the words or teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ are really rejecting God the Father.


d.  The promise of the gospel is the Father’s promise.  The promise of the Father and Son coming to dwell in and with believers is the Father’s promise.  All the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, on the hills of Galilee, in Jerusalem, and in private with the disciples were the words, teachings, instructions that God the Father had sent God the Son to deliver on His behalf.  The message belonged to God the Father, who entrusted His message to the only person He trusted to deliver it—God the Son, and to the only Person He trusted to explain it—God the Holy Spirit.

e.  Once again Jesus mentions the fact that God the Father had sent Him, which implies His pre-incarnate state of deity as a member of the Trinity.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ word is not he word of a mere human teacher that can be debated and modified; it comes from the Father and thus is and expresses ultimate reality.”


b.  “Jesus treats only these two cases: the man who cherishes his Word, and the man who does not.  He considers this Word as consisting of parts, ‘precepts,’ ‘words’, but says nothing about the man who would cherish only certain parts of His teachings while neglecting or rejecting other parts.  We may say that this man lacks greatly in love, deprives himself of much of God’s subsequent love and blessings, and is in danger of losing the entire Word.”
  Though Lenski doesn’t say so directly, his remarks here sure sound like he is talking about a believer.
� Whitacre, p. 363.


� Lenski, p. 1012f.
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