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 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun, and can be translated “The one who” or “He who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My commandments.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, observe, obey; guard, protect.”  The morphology of this participle is the same as the previous one.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the commandments.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “He” and referring to the believer.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who has and obeys the commandments of Jesus produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who obeys the commands of Christ produces the action of loving Him.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.

“He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun and can be translated “he who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who obeys the commands of Christ produces the action of loving Him.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to be loved.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the positive believer will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “by My Father.”

“and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father,”
 is the crasis (combination) of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” into the word KAGW, meaning “and I.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the personal use of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the obedient believer.  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular future active indicative from the verb EMPHANIZW, which means “to provide information: make clear, explain, inform, make a report, especially of an official report  to the authorities Acts 23:22; make clear Heb 11:14; used figuratively of matters that transcend physical sight or mere verbal statement: to reveal, make known: I will reveal myself to that person Jn 14:21.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, meaning “Myself.”
“and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.’”
Jn 14:21 corrected translation
“He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me; and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father, and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.’”
Explanation:
1.  “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me;”

a.  The Lord continues by repeating a theme He mentioned earlier in this speech, Jn 14:15, “If you unconditionally love Me, you will obey My commandments.”  The repetition of this thought reinforces the importance of this teaching.  It is not something that we can gloss over and move on.

b.  The subject “He” refers to any believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This teaching is for all believers equally.  The believer has the commandments of the Lord in written form in the canon of Scripture.  The disciples had these commandments written on their hearts permanently by God the Holy Spirit.

c.  God expects us to obey His commands, His mandates, His teachings, His instruction, and His suggestions.  We are not expected to be hearers of the word of God only, but doers also (a major theme in the epistle of James chapter one).  God expects immediate, willing, obedience to His commands.

d.  Our obedience to the commands of the Lord is our demonstration of our unconditional love for Him.  This is patterned after our Lord’s demonstration of His unconditional love for God the Father by His immediate, willing obedience to the will of the Father.  A believer who does not obey the Lord Jesus Christ does not love the Lord unconditionally.  He or she may love Jesus personally, but that love has strings attached.  Unconditional love has no strings attached.  We do not obey the Lord because we will get something out of it (blessing, the avoidance of discipline—those are strings), but because we love the Lord without expecting anything in return.  Suppose you obey the Lord in all things and you lose your job, your children all die from a horrible, painful disease, your house burns down, and all your investments go bad in a day.  You lose everything, and then you too get sick.  Finally, your wife hates you and nags you constantly.  Do you still love the Lord unconditionally?  This is what Job faced.  This was his disaster testing and testimony before the Supreme Court of Heaven against Satan.  Unconditional love for the Lord is continued obedience regardless of the circumstances of life.  Unconditional love for the Lord is unconditional obedience to what the Lord expects from us no matter how good or bad things get in life.  Prosperity is a test of our obedience just as much as disaster is a test.
2.  “and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father,”

a.  The believer who unconditionally loves the Lord Jesus Christ by his or her immediate, willing obedience to Him will be loved unconditionally by God the Father.

b.  God the Father loves without conditions those who unconditionally obey God the Son.

c.  Our positive attitude toward the Lord Jesus Christ’s commands results in a love from the Father that is without strings or conditions.  This is why God the Father answers the prayers of those who obey the Son.

d.  There is nothing the Father will not do for the Son, and there is nothing the Father will not do for those who obey the Son.


e.  Our unconditional love for the Lord Jesus Christ begins the moment we believe in Him, for our faith in Christ is unconditional; it is without conditions or strings attached to it.

3.  “and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.’”

a.  In addition to God the Father loving the obedient believer unconditionally, the Lord Jesus Christ will also love that believer unconditionally.  It is inconceivable that the Lord Jesus Christ would not love someone whom the Father loves, since the Lord Jesus Christ does what He sees the Father doing.

b.  In addition to loving the person who obeys the Lord, Jesus promises that He will reveal Himself to the person who loves Him.  This means that the Lord Jesus Christ promises to reveal Himself to the person who obeys Him.  This does not mean that those who are obedient to Christ get to have a personal vision of Him in some manner.  The Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to us through the Scriptures of the New Testament by the agency of the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit illuminates the meaning of the Scriptures, so that we ‘see’ Jesus as Who and What He really is: the Son of God, the Messiah, the King of Israel, our Lord and Savior, etc.

c.  This revelation of Jesus is not a revelation of physical sight, but a revelation of spiritual sight, as the writer of Hebrews mentioned in Heb 2:9, “But we see Jesus,…”

d.  Notice that the revelation of Jesus comes after the obedience of the believer.  For example, a believer goes to Church and hears the passage taught that says, “Therefore everyone [with a spiritual gift of communication] can proclaim divine revelation one by one, so that everyone may learn and everyone may be encouraged” (1 Cor 14:31).  That believer then realizes that they are expected to learn about the Lord and says to himself/herself, “I want to know everything about Jesus?”  If they disobey the command of the Lord to assemble with other believers for the teaching of the word of God, then Jesus is not going to be revealed to them by the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  They have to obey the command to assemble together to learn about the unconditional love of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Obedience to Christ comes before revelation about Christ.

e.  2 Jn 1:9, “Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ does not have [fellowship with] God.  He who continues in the sphere of the teaching, this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus returned to the subject of love and the keeping of his commandments, but in view of the teaching in verse 20 now included mention of the Father.  The keeping of Christ’s commandments demonstrates love for Christ.  This love invites the answering love of the Father, whose love for the Son is such that he must love all who have love for him.  It brings also manifestation of the Son to the believer.  What the disciples enjoyed by way of physical manifestation of the risen Lord to themselves following the Resurrection, they were to enjoy also in a spiritual sense throughout the rest of their earthly pilgrimage.”


b.  “The connection between love and obedience is twice stressed in this section (verses 15, 21).  The obedience is, therefore, no slavish attitude but a willing conformity.  It is in fact a revolutionary advance over the Jewish approach to the Mosaic law.”


c.  “The two articular participles ‘has’ and ‘keep’ or ‘obey’ imply far more than having a list of Jesus’ commandments so that one can recite them or lock them in a safety deposit box for safekeeping.  To have them means to grasp fully with the mind.  I would suggest that the two verbs taken together mean that the commands or the expectations of Jesus for his disciples are fully integrated into the way those disciples live.  It is not a matter of following a few rules.  It is a way of life.  That is the reason the reference to ‘commands’ here is tied so closely to loving Jesus.  The one who loves Jesus will also be loved by the Father.  But this statement must not be interpreted to imply that a believer ‘earns’ God’s love through obedience.  Because love is a mark of the relationship of the Father to the Son, it also means that a loving relationship of the believer to the Son naturally implies a loving relationship of the believer with the Father.  Similarly, as the Son served and obeyed the Father, the disciple’s life is expected to be one of service and obedience to the Son, whose commands in turn are from the Father.  This verse concludes with the magnificent promise that Jesus not only will love such a disciple but will also ‘show’ himself to that disciple.  The quest of many people from Moses to the present has been to see God.  The verb ‘I will show myself’ or ‘make myself manifest’ is a promise that the disciples would experience a coming appearance of Jesus.”


d.  “Only those who obey His commandments enter into union with Christ.  Their obedience is not the cause of their salvation, ‘because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in [God’s] sight’ (Rom 3:20, 28; 4:13; 5:1; Gal 2:16; 3:11; Eph 2:8–9; Tit 3:5), but rather the inevitable result of it.  Obedience, flowing from a heart transformed by the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit (Jam 2:14–26), marks the one who truly loves Jesus Christ.  Such obedient love is the outworking of the love the Holy Spirit pours into the redeemed heart at salvation (Rom 5:5; Gal 5:22).  It is only the one who loves Christ who will be loved by the Father (16:27; 17:23).  Jesus said, “He who hates Me hates My Father also” (John 15:23).  No one who rejects the Lord Jesus Christ can truly know, love, or honor God, because ‘the Father loves the Son’ (Jn 3:35; 5:20), ‘and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him’ (Mt 11:27).  Along with the Father, Jesus will love those who love Him (Jn 13:1, 34; 15:9; Eph 5:25; Rev 1:5), and will disclose Himself to them.”


e.  “Christian love is manifested as a believer obeys the Lord’s words.  The rewards of loving Him are great: (a) the Father will show His love to him (cf. v. 23), and (b) the Son will love him and show Himself to him.  This passage does not teach a ‘works’ religion, but rather that one who believes and obeys Christ’s Word is loved by the Lord.”


f.  “When the sinner trusts Christ, he is born again and the Spirit immediately enters his body and bears witness that he is a child of God.  The Spirit is resident and will not depart. But as the believer yields to the Father, loves the Word, prays, and obeys, there is a deeper relationship with the Father, Son, and Spirit.  Salvation means we are going to heaven, but submission means that heaven comes to us!”
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