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
 is the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet, still” plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular adjective MIKROS, meaning “a little while.”  Together these two words mean “a little while longer Jn 7:33; 12:35; 13:33; 14:19; Heb 10:37.”
  Then we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the temporal adverb OUKETI, meaning “no longer.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to see.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes the future event in the present tense because it is so certain to happen that it is described as already happening.  This is translated like a future tense with the word “will.”

The active voice indicates that the world will no longer produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“A little while longer and the world will no longer see Me,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to see.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes the future event in the present tense because it is so certain to happen that it is described as already happening.


The active voice indicates that the world will no longer produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Next we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.

“but you will see Me;”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for what began in the past and continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive/adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.  Finally, we have the second person plural future active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because I live, you will live also.”
Jn 14:19 corrected translation
“A little while longer and the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.”
Explanation:
1.  “A little while longer and the world will no longer see Me,”

a.  As you can imagine biblical scholars debate to what this refers.  The phrase “a little while longer” can refer to: (1) Jesus’ three days in the grave, or (2) the time until His ascension (forty-three days).  Because of the reference to the disciples physically seeing Jesus and the world not seeing Jesus, it has to refer to the time after His resurrection and before His ascension.

b.  The subject “the world” refers to the world of unbelievers living here on earth.  There is no indication in the New Testament that any unbelievers saw the resurrected person of the Lord Jesus Christ after His resurrection and before or during His ascension.  The death of Jesus on the Cross was the final “appearance” of Jesus to the unbelievers of the First Advent.

c.  The world of unbelievers refused to see Jesus spiritually as the Messiah (the Christ), and as a result, no unbeliever sees the Messiah or Christ after His resurrection.  The physical experience will now match the spiritual experience of the unbeliever—blindness to the person of Jesus as the Son of God.

d.  This blindness in part happened to Israel during the First Advent, has extended throughout the Church Age, and will continue until the Second Advent, when every eye shall see Him.

2.  “but you will see Me;”

a.  This promise is made specifically and directly to the disciples in order to comfort them concerning the coming death of Jesus.  Jesus reassures them that they will physically see Him in a little while.  That little while will be His three days in the grave.  They will see Him on Sunday evening, Jn 20:19f.

b.  Not only did they see Jesus that evening, but they saw Him several times prior to His ascension.


(1)  Jesus appears to the disciples a second time, eight days after the appearance mentioned in Jn 20:19 (the Sunday evening, the day of His resurrection).  Thomas was not present at the Sunday evening appearance, but is present for this second appearance.



(2)  Jn 21, Jesus appears at the Sea of Galilee.



(3)  Mt 28:12, Jesus appears to the disciples on the mountain in Galilee.



(4)  Lk 24:50, Jesus appears to the disciples in Jerusalem, leads them out to Bethany and ascends into heaven.


c.  There are five post resurrection appearances of Jesus to the disciples recorded in the New Testament, not including the appearance to Paul after the ascension of Jesus.


d.  Paul also mentions the appearance of Jesus to James, the Lord’s half brother (1 Cor 15:7), which is not recorded in the Gospels.  Therefore, there could have been any number of other appearances of Jesus, on which we have no information (beside the two believers on the road to Emmaus, Lk 24:13ff, and the two women named Mary at the tomb, Mt 28:1).

e.  Heb 2:9, “But we see Jesus, the One who was made lower than the angels for only a short time (the One having been rewarded with glory and honor because of the suffering produced by [spiritual] death), in order that because of the grace from the source of God He might experience death for everyone.”

3.  “because I live, you will live also.”

a.  Jesus continues with another promise of comfort and encouragement to the disciples.  Because Jesus has a resurrection life; that is, a physical life that returns from the grave and cannot be held by death, the disciples will also have this life.

b.  Jesus is promising them that they will not only have an eternal spiritual life, but that this eternal spiritual life also involves having an eternal physical life that cannot die again.  They will have the exact same life that Jesus now has—an eternal spiritual/physical life.  As He lives now, so they will live with Him forever.  They will be raised from the dead with a new physical body like his.

c.  The thorough biblical description of this fact is taught by Paul in 1 Cor 15:42-54, “The resurrection of the dead [is] in this manner also.  It is sown in the state of corruption.  It is raised in a state of immortality.  It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.  It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a physical body, and there is, there is also a spiritual.  So also it stands written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’  The Last Adam [became] a life-giving spirit.  However, the spiritual [body] is not first, but the physical, then the spiritual.  The first man [is] made from the dust of the earth; the second man [is] from heaven.  As [is] the earthly, so also [are] the earthly ones, and as [is] the heavenly, so also [are] the heavenly ones.  Indeed just as we have borne the appearance of the earthly [man], we will also bear the image of the heavenly [man].  Now I mean this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does depravity inherit immortality.  Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”


d.  Jesus tells the disciples ahead of time that He will appear to them in a resurrection body, which they themselves will also one day have.  They have no idea what He is talking about.  But their understanding is not the issue at this point.  The issue at this point is that Jesus is telling them about what is going to happen before it happens, so that when it happens, they will understand that He knew all about it before it happened.  Thus again demonstrating He is omniscient God.

e.  In summary, our Lord needed to reassure His disciples that everything was going to be fine in the near future.  Not only would they see Him again physically in a short time, but they would also keep on seeing Him through the ministries of the Holy Spirit and His dwelling in them.  He was going to continue to live in spite of death, and they were going to live with Him also.  They would live with Him both in the present and in the future, both spiritually and in a new physical body like the one He would have.  And this new status of spiritual and physical life was going to last forever.  The assurances from God cannot get any better than that, and these same assurances belong to us.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For only a limited time would Christ be an object of sight to the world.  Then would come death, and though it would be followed by resurrection, this would not restore him to the eyes of men (Mt 23:39).  It was because these disciples were spiritually alive that they would be able to see him and become partakers of his risen life.”


b.  “This is our blessed guarantee of immortal, eternal life, the continued living of Jesus. He is the surety [guarantee] of a better covenant (Heb 7:22), the Risen Christ Jesus.  He had said it before (Jn 6:57).”


c.  “The resurrection was the event that divided the disciples from the world; for while the world continued in their blindness, the disciples were able at that point to see Him.  Verse 19 concludes with a powerful promise of life for the disciples based on the life of Jesus. In spite of his forthcoming death, Jesus here proclaimed, ‘I live’.  The one whose very nature is life (1:4) and who in the ‘I am’ sayings identifies himself as ‘the bread of life’, ‘the resurrection and the life’, and ‘the way and the truth and the life’ is the one who is able to place death in its proper perspective.  Death is certainly real.  But the coming of Jesus to the world, his resurrection, and his eschatological [future] coming are all part of the great Christian affirmation that Jesus lives; and because he lives, his followers ‘will also live’.  Moreover, the interconnection of living and believing was clearly enunciated in Jn 11:26, where the promise to the believer was made that even though such a believer dies, he or she would, in fact, never die.  Although such a statement may seem to sound like double-talk to some readers of the Gospel, the evangelist has undoubtedly given us at that point another example of double-level thinking.  Of course, Jesus really died in the crucifixion, as Christians die.  Life is more than a biological reality for John. It is life that reaches beyond the physical experience of the grave.  It is eternal life, and it is life that is not merely some ‘spiritual’ existential experience.  Such life is life possessed by God and given to believers.”


d.  “Only a few hours remained until the crucifixion—Jesus would be dead, and the unbelieving world would no longer see Him.  They would not see Him physically after His resurrection (since He apparently appeared only to His disciples) nor would they have any capacity to know Christ’s presence through the indwelling Holy Spirit (since they are spiritually dead and ‘devoid of the Spirit’ [Jude 19]).  In contrast to the unbelieving world, the Lord promised His disciples, ‘you will see Me; because I live you will live also’.  As witnesses to the resurrected Savior, the disciples would be given visible proof that they too would one day be raised.”


e.  “Jn 14:19 focuses on His resurrection and post-resurrection appearances to His disciples and other believers.  The last time the world saw Jesus was when Joseph and Nicodemus took Him from the cross and buried Him.  The next time the world sees Him, He will come in power and great glory to judge lost sinners.”
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