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
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If” and it may or may not happen.  Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The present tense is a customary present for what normally or typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in third class conditional clauses to indicate possibility.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“If you unconditionally love Me,”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the article and first person feminine plural adjective EMOS, meaning “My commandments.”  Finally, we have the second person plural future active indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, observe, or obey.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the believer who loves the Lord will produce the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“you will obey My commandments.”
Jn 14:15 corrected translation
“If you unconditionally love Me, you will obey My commandments.”
Explanation:
1.  “If you unconditionally love Me,”

a.  Our Lord Jesus continues His teaching to the disciples at the last supper with one of the most important and profound statements of His ministry.  This statement is put in the form of a third class conditional sentence, which means we may or may not do what our Lord asks/commands here.  Our volition is definitely involved.  Some believers will do this, but others will not.  The Greek conditional particle EAN, meaning “If, and it may or may not happen, exist, occur, or be true.”  It might or might not happen.

b.  The Lord expects us to love Him, but He expects us to love Him with a certain kind of love, which is denoted by the Greek verb AGAPAW, which means “to love someone without any strings attached on the basis of your own virtue, honor, and integrity.”  This can be summarized as loving someone unconditionally.  This is the exact same love that Jesus Christ had for the world of sinful mankind as He bore their sins on the Cross and was judged for them.  There were no strings attached to that love for mankind.  Jesus didn’t love mankind because of anything they had done or could do for Him, but because of His virtue, honor, and integrity.

c.  God expects us to love Him with no strings attached to our love for Him.  What does it mean to have a string attached to your love for someone?  For example, a man says to a woman, ‘I love you, but if you ever cheat on me with someone else, I’m gone.’  There was a string of faithfulness attached to the love.  It wasn’t unconditional love, but conditional on the person’s faithfulness.  This is how most personal love works in the human race.  We love one another as long as the other person conforms to our expectations and desires.  When they don’t, we stop loving them.  This is not the kind of love God has for us, and is not the kind of love He expects us to have toward Him or toward others.

d.  God expects us to love Him no matter what He does to us or permits others to do to us.  This is illustrated by two important statements in the Old Testament.



(1)  Job 1:21, “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”


(2)  Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, I will hope [‘have confidence’ is a better translation] in Him.”  It didn’t matter what the Lord did or permitted to have happen to him, in his right mind Job had unconditional love for the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Paul summarized God’s unconditional personal love for believers when he said, “Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through the One who unconditionally loves us.  Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord,” Rom 8:37-39.


f.  Human history has been the occasion for God to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that He definitely has unconditional love, in spite of their objection that a God with unconditional love would never condemn His creatures to an eternal lake of fire.  What our Lord did on the Cross proved the unconditional love of God for sinful creatures (mankind), which saves those who accept that love (by believing in Christ) from the eternal lake of fire.  So the real issue in the angelic conflict is not the unconditional love of God as Satan claims, but the volition of the creature, who accepts or rejects that unconditional love.  Those creatures who reject the unconditional love of God go to the eternal lake of fire.  We accept, believe in, or trust the unconditional love that God has for us by our faith in Christ.  Faith in Christ is faith in His unconditional love for us, Jn 3:16, 36.

g.  So the big question for us is “what must we do to love God unconditionally?”  Jesus answers this in the apodosis of this conditional sentence.
2.  “you will obey My commandments.”

a.  This is what we must do to love the Lord Jesus Christ.  The person who says he loves Jesus and does not obey His commandments is a liar and the truth is not in him or her.

b.  So what commandments must we obey?  All of them, which are too many to summarize here.  But some of the most important ones can give us the idea.


(1)  We love God by believing in the message of the gospel—by having confidence in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  That is the first and most important command to obey.



(2)  We love God by having unconditional love for God, Dt 6:5, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”



(3)  Dt 11:1, “You shall therefore love the Lord your God, and always keep His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His commandments.”



(4)  Lk 10:25-27, “And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’  And He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?’  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.  And He said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.’” 

 
c.  Obedience to God is summarized by (1) faith in Christ (2) love for God, which is demonstrated by obedience to His commands, and (3) unconditional virtue-love toward others.

d.  Some key passages on obedience to God.



(1)  Jn 8:51, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone obeys My message, he will never again experience death.’”


(2)  Acts 5:29, “Then answering, Peter and the apostles said, ‘One must obey God rather than men.”


(3)  Rom 10:16, “But not all have obeyed our gospel.  For example Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’”



(4)  Heb 5:9, “and having been brought to completion, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,”


(5)  Heb 12:9, “Furthermore, on the one hand we had the discipline of our earthly fathers, and we respected [them]; on the other hand shall we not obey to a much greater degree the Father of spirits, and live?”


(6)  1 Jn 2:4-5, “The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’ and does not obey His commands, is a liar and the Truth is not in him; but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this we come to know that we are in Him.”


(7)  1 Jn 3:23-24a, “Furthermore, this is His mandate, namely, that we believe in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and unconditionally love each other, just as He has given to us an order.  In fact, the one who obeys His orders continues residing in Him, and He in him.”



(8)  1 Jn 5:2-3, “By this we have come to know that we keep unconditionally loving the children of God: whenever we unconditionally love God and we carry out His orders.  For this is unconditional love for God, namely, that we might continue to observe His orders, and His orders are not difficult.”



(9)  Rev 2:26, “Furthermore the winner; that is, the one who persists in obeying My works until the end, I will give to him authority over the nations.”

e.  The Lord expects us to obey His every command without putting any conditions on that obedience.  “I will obey you Lord, if you bless me for it” is the blasphemous thinking of the degenerate Christian.  Our attitude should and must be “I will obey you Lord, whatever you require, because I love You unconditionally with all my soul and spirit.”  Our love for the Lord Jesus Christ can have no conditions attached to it.  It must be unconditional love for Him, no matter what.  Conditional love for God is no love at all.  Our love for God cannot be conditioned by what God will do for us; it must be a reciprocal love for God based upon what He has done for us.

f.  And let us not forget that “We love unconditionally, because He first loved us unconditionally,” 1 Jn 4:19.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Christian love has God for its primary object, and expresses itself first of all in implicit obedience to His commandments, Jn 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:5; 5:3; 2 Jn 6.”


b.  “The connection between love and obedience is twice stressed in this section (15, 21).  The obedience is, therefore, no slavish attitude but a willing conformity.  It is in fact a revolutionary advance over the Jewish approach to the Mosaic law.”


c.  “Although there are several variants in the Greek at this point, the impact of the verse really means that obedience is a test or indication of loving Jesus.  A similar connection between loving God and keeping his commands is expounded in John’s first epistle (1 Jn 5:2–3).  Obey what I command is not merely to be understood as obeying a series of ethical precepts or rules of morality.  For John the ‘commands, My word, and My words (teachings)’ are closely related and involve the entire scope of Jesus’ teaching and revelation.  It is perhaps sufficient to say, however, that unlike Paul, who details specific patterns of action in his epistles, John in his Gospel leaves the definition of how one obeys Jesus as rather undefined except that the ‘commands,’ ‘word,’ or ‘words’ are to be understood as modeled on the love of Jesus and his obedience to the Father.  Even in his first epistle the concept of obedience is rather generally defined in terms of rejecting sin as an attachment to the devil, loving and caring for the brethren/community in deed and not merely in words, and believing and confessing that Jesus is the Christ.  Thus, obeying Jesus’ commands in effect means to copy the example of Jesus.”


d.  “Jesus is speaking to believers and he expects their love.  And this is the love of intelligent comprehension and purposeful devotion, not mere liking and personal preference (PHILEW).”
  Lenski was the only commentator who attempted any definition of AGAPE type love.
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